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The Montmorency 

County Democratic Party 

petered out in 2017. It was 

resurrected in December. 

Matthew Miller   mmiller@mlive.com

AT L A N TA — Joan Salmoni attended her 
first meeting of the Montmorency County 
Democratic Party in part because she was 
thrilled a Montmorency County Demo-
cratic Party actually exists.

This deeply red county in Northern 
Michigan went nearly a decade without a 
local Democratic organization.

The party was resurrected in December, 
a sign both of changing political winds and 
of the state Democratic Party’s determina-
tion to compete in even the most heavily 
Republican districts. 

Introducing herself to the dozen other 
people gathered in a board room at the 
Montmorency County Courthouse, Salmoni 
said she had been to protests in Alpena and 
Petoskey and had been “clicking on any-
thing that says Democratic Party” and 
was “really anxious to come and see what 
a Montmorency County Democratic Party 
would be.” 

STARTING FROM SCRATCH
The party is, for the moment, smallish. 

About 30 people have come to meetings, 
with another 20 or so snowbirds expected 
when the warmer weather rolls around. 

It is also led by the cautiously optimistic. 
“I had people worried for my safety say-

ing, ‘I can’t believe you’re doing this here. 

Do you know what kind of community 
this is? You’re going to have threats,’” said 
Kristine Tolan, who was instrumental in 
restarting the Montmorency County Dem-
ocratic Party and is now its chair. 

She calls that fearmongering. 
“Especially when you talk about rural 

communities like here in Montmorency, 
we’re all friends and neighbors,” said 
Tolan. “We know one another, we all love 
our Talley’s burgers, and we see each other 
at church on Sundays.”

She is confident that the community can 
have civil conversations and work to solve 
common problems without “being pulled 
into the rhetoric of the us versus them.”

FIRST STEP TO WINNING
“The first step to winning anything is to 

lose better,” said Curtis Hertel, chair of the 
Michigan Democratic Party.

That’s why the party has decided to 
organize in every one of the state’s 83 
counties, including the ones where Demo-
crats haven’t won an election in years. 

Hertel pointed out that, when he 
became chair of the state Senate’s Demo-
cratic Caucus Campaign Committee, the 
caucus had roughly as many members as 
the Wu-Tang Clan, a hip-hop music col-
lective that had nine to 10 members at any 
given time. 

MICHIGAN POLITICS

In Trump country, a local 
Democratic Party returns to life

Project management is moving 

from Illinois to Michigan, 

with no word on whether 

funding has been cleared.

Garret Ellison   gellison@mlive.com

D E T R O I T  —  Invasive carp moving 
toward Lake Michigan have a reputation 
for chaotic disruption. Lately, so do the 
politics surrounding the project meant 
to stop them.

The Brandon Road project in Illinois, a 
$1.15 billion Great Lakes protection effort 
with broad bipartisan support and years of 
groundwork, is being dragged into a blame 
game over whether the Trump adminis-
tration or a blue state governed by a poten-
tial 2028 presidential candidate who 
feuds with the president is responsible for 
delays.

Last week, the Army Corps of Engi-
neers announced that management of the 
Brandon Road project was being moved to 
Michigan from Illinois, which is home to a 
chokepoint shipping complex on the Des 
Plaines River that’s being fortified to repel 
invasive silver and bighead carp advanc-
ing through the Illinois Waterway toward 
Lake Michigan.

The Corps said the project, which has 
been delayed for months by an unex-
plained pause in funding, would “soon 
begin the next construction phase” but did 
not offer more details.

Thursday’s project uprooting follows 
a White House visit by Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer on March 10 and a 
same day Truth Social post by Donald 
Trump about protecting the Great Lakes 
from “the rather violent and destructive” 
fish — which the Brandon Road Interbasin 
Project would prevent from colonizing the 
Great Lakes.

BLAME GAME
But project stakeholders, the state of 

Illinois and bipartisan congressional law-
makers from Michigan and Ohio say the 
Trump administration is withholding 
key funding that threatens to delay the 
yearslong project. Meanwhile, Trump 
appointees and Michigan House Repub-
lican leaders are leveling similar accusa-
tions against Illinois.

On Thursday, Assistant Secretary of the 
Army for Civil Works Adam Telle called 
Illinois “an unreliable partner” on social 
media and said project management is 
moving from the Corps’ Rock Island Dis-
trict in Illinois to the Detroit District in 
Michigan.

Matt Hall, Republican speaker of the 
Michigan House of Representatives, 
jumped into the fray and issued a state-
ment Friday praising Trump and blaming 
Illinois and former Democratic presidents 
Barack Obama and Joe Biden for project 
delays.

GREAT LAKES

Carp project 
disrupted 
by another 
Trump feud 

“I had people worried for my safety 

saying, ‘I can’t believe you’re doing 

this here. Do you know what kind of 

community this is? You’re going to 

have threats.’”

Kristine Tolan, who was instrumental 
in restarting the Montmorency County 
Democratic Party and is now its chair

SEE MICHIGAN POLITICS, A3 SEE GREAT LAKES, A5

AFTER WATCHING HIS SIX-SHOT LEAD 
EVAPORATE IN THE FINAL ROUND, RORY 
MCILROY HELD ON TO BECOME ONLY 
THE FOURTH GOLFER TO WIN BACK-TO-
BACK MASTERS TOURNAMENTS.   C1

MASTERS
MOMENT

Leafguard operates as Leafguard of Michigan in Michigan under license number 272000011  
and in Ohio under HIC03284 and HRC-21-00005.

Call now for your free estimate!
Financing available 313-986-4407

20% OFF TOTAL PURCHASE*
*This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 
Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home 
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not 

eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with any 
other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to 

end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 4/30/26.
No Money Down and No Monthly Interest within 18 months**

 **Plan 2531. Subject to credit approval. Interest rates range from 17.99% - 24.99%. Loan amount and rate will vary based on your 
income and creditworthiness. 18-month promotional period (“Promo Period”) during which interest is billed but will be waived 

if the amount financed is paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. 
Any unpaid balance and amounts owed after Promo Period will be paid over 84 monthly payments. Offer expires 4/30/26.
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Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning  

for good
No clogging,  
No cleaning 
No leaking,  

No water damage 
No ladder accidents
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