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The former Gateway Mission Men’s Center is shown at River Avenue and Seventh Street in Holland. Gateway Mission sold
the building to Underground Building Maintenance LLC in 2025. Studies are underway for possible uses of the building.
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Greater Holland area expected to continue growing

Mitchell Boatman
Holland Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK

The greater Holland area saw dozens
of new and exciting developments in
2025, including restaurants, businesses
and schools, recreational opportunities
and expansions of existing organiza-
tions.

We expect to see more of the same in
2026, with several major projects, from
reimagined restaurants to school im-

provements, already underway.

Here’s a list of developments The
Sentinel is watching in the coming
months.

BUSINESSES:
JR Automation headquarters

In September, JR Automation an-
nounced plans for a new global head-
quarters at 800 E. Riley Ave. in Zeeland.

The development is expected to in-

clude a 40,000-square-foot office
building and a 210,000-square-foot
manufacturing building with an office
area and site improvements on 45.5
acres.

Former Gateway Men’s Center
Gateway Mission is celebrating the
opening of a new Men’s Center on Wa-

verly Road. With the former campus at

See DEVELOPMENTS, Page 3A

Playa Bowls could be coming downtown

Austin Metz

Holland Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK

Playa Bowls is coming to downtown
Holland, according to signage posted
above the former Pathfinders Travel at
25 W. Ninth St., though company offi-
cials have yet to confirm and the local
health department hasn’t received in-
formation for review.

The popular chain of eateries is
known for acai, pitaya, coconut bowls
and smoothies, and now has more than
340 locations across the U.S. There are
currently 14 sites in Michigan, with the

closest on Ivanrest Avenue in Grandville.

The brand’s menu includes over 30
signature bowls, 17 smoothie flavors,
seven juices and cold brews.

The company didn’t confirm the ad-
dition to The Sentinel, instead directing
reporters to the brand’s social media ac-
counts. There’s no mention of the Hol-
land location on Instagram or the Playa
Bowls website.

The Ottawa County Department of
Public Health said, as of Dec. 22, no pa-
perwork has been submitted.

Learn more at playabowls.com.

— Contact reporter Austin Metz at
ametz@hollandsentinel.com .

Rates are down, and
the market’s heating up

Whether you're buying or selling a home, this is the time to act. Don’t miss out.

Know your home's value. Then make your move.

Scan this code for a free valuation and the insight you need
to plan your next step.

Playa Bowls is coming to downtown
Holland, according to signage posted
above the former Pathfinders Travel
at 25 W. Ninth St.
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Groups seek
closure of
coal plant

Mitchell Boatman
Holland Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK

A coalition of public advocacy
groups is seeking court intervention to
stop an order from the Department of
Energy mandating continued opera-
tions at the Consumers Energy J.H.
Campbell Generating Plant.

Michigan Attorney General Dana
Nessel has filed to challenge the order,
as well.

See PLANT, Page 2A

Note to readers

We will not be printing a paper on
Thursday, Jan. 1, but will be providing
it to you via the eNewspaper. You can
always find the latest news on our
website, mobile app, newsletters and
social media. Subscribers can access
the eNewspaper by going to our web-
site and clicking on eNewspaper in the
black navigation bar.
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