
A low-flyinghelicopterdraggingagianthoopabove
southwestMichigan isn’tmonitoring the skies. It’s tak-
ing an intricate look below ground.

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great
Lakes andEnergyandU.S.Geological Surveyareusing
thehelicopterandhoopto trackgroundwater in there-
gion, an agricultural areawhere farmers rely on irriga-
tion and some communities face water shortages.

Understanding how water flows through sand,
gravel and rock below the surface will help regulators
decide when to approve or deny high-capacity wells,
respond to pollution and help communities find
drinking water or plan for potential problems.
The southwest Michigan project is part of a
statewide effort to track the availability and
movement ofMichigan’s groundwater.

“If we don’t knowwhere the areas are
that stop water from moving under-
ground, it makes it a lot harder for
us todetermine ifwateruse inone
place isgoing tocause impact to
a stream 100 or 500 or 1,000
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‘Giant metal detector’ helps
track vital Michigan resource
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view video of the

helicopter in action
at detroitnews.com
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GeneralMotors Co. is cutting several hundred information
technology jobs globally as it focuses on artificial intelligence
and other future-forward skillsets, potentially impacting em-
ployment levels in southeast Michigan.

About 500 to 600 employees will be laid off, according to a
source familiar with thematter, including some at the compa-
ny’s Warren hub. GM is cutting tech jobs that are no longer
needed, according to the source, but plans on hiring workers
adept in AI and future technologies expected to power next-
gen product development.

“GM is transforming its Information
Technology organization to better posi-
tion the company for the future,” accord-
ing to a statement from theDetroit auto-
maker. “As part of that work, we have made the difficult deci-
sion to eliminate certain roles globally.” GM declined to dis-
close the locations of the job cuts.

GM’s job cuts are the second significant layoff by a major
Michigan employer in recent days. On Friday, Cincinnati-
basedFifthThirdBankannouncedmore than500 layoffs at its
Farmington Hills office, the former Comerica Bank campus it
acquired in amerger earlier this year.

“The aggregate numbers aren’t enough to affect theMichi-
gan economy,” said Patrick Anderson, CEO of Lansing-based
Anderson Economic Group. “But GM is a flagship employer
here, and they’re making a decision that a lot of companies in
the automobile industry and other sectors are also consider-

GM cuts
hundreds of
tech jobs
amid AI push
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Some positions affected at Warren
hub as automaker looks to ‘the future’
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About 500 to 600 GM employees will be laid off, according to a
source familiar with the matter.
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GM to pay $12.5M
over driver data
dispute. 3B

About1in4Americans think theApril shootingat theWhite
House correspondents’ dinner was staged, with amarked par-
tisan divide, according to a survey publishedMonday.

Roughly 1 in 3 Democratic respondents said they believed
the event was staged, comparedwith about 1 in 8 Republicans,
according to a survey published Monday by NewsGuard, a
company that rates the reliability of online news outlets. Re-
spondents between the ages of 18 and 29 were also more likely
thanolderpeople to thinkthe incidentwasstaged,according to
the report.

Last week, a federal grand jury in D.C. indicted the alleged
gunman, charging Cole TomasAllenwith four felonies, includ-
ing the attempted assassination of President Donald Trump.
Soon after the incident that led to his arrest at theWashington
Hilton, conspiracy theories began to spread online that falsely
claimtheTrumpadministrationstagedthe incident inaneffort
tomanufacturesupport for thepresident, theRepublicanParty
and his plannedWhite House ballroom.

Many Americans think
Trump assassination
attempts were fake
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Washington — Republican con-
gressional hopeful Michael Bou-
chard, similar to other second-come-
rs in Michigan political lineages, has
so far relied heavily on donors to his
father’spast campaigns to fuela2026
run for a pivotal suburban Detroit
U.S. House seat, a Detroit News anal-
ysis shows.

More than half of the traceable
money flowing to Bouchard’s cam-
paign and an outside group backing
him has come from prior donors to
his dad, the longtimeOakland Coun-

my father and some of our lifelong
friends have brought,” the Army
paratrooper-turned-candidate said
in an interview.

SeasonedobserversandMichigan
candidates with similar experiences
—namely,DemocraticU.S. Rep.Deb-
bie Dingell of Ann Arbor and former
Rep.AndyLevinofBloomfieldTown-
ship— said it‘s not unusual in the re-
lationship-driven world of politics
for campaigning to become a family
affair, though different campaigns
have taken different approaches.

In this case, Bouchard’s rivals are
seizing on his father’s campaign in-
volvement as anunsavory emblemof
thenepotismthatoftengrantspower
and influence inWashington.

“I feel like I’m running against

ty sheriff who shares a namewith his
32-year-old son.

To the younger Michael Bou-
chard, that’s just the nature of tight-
knit relationships formed over a life-
time. “I absolutely love the support

Dad’s donors fuel Bouchard campaign
Support of ‘lifelong
friends’ the nature of the
game, Republican says

BY GRANT SCHWAB
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Michael Bouchard is running for
Congress in the 10th District.
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