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By MORGAN WOMACK  
Staff Writer

Eliot Cutler, the disgraced 
former Maine guberna-
torial candidate who was 
arrested again Monday, 
is accused of possessing 
pornography, his lawyer 
said — the third time since 
September that Cutler has 
allegedly violated the con-
ditions of his release. 

Cutler, 79, was convict-
ed in 2023 of possessing 
thousands of sexually ex-
plicit images of children 
and sentenced to nine 
months in jail followed by 
six years of probation. He 
was let out of jail in Janu-
ary 2024, two months be-
fore his scheduled release 
date because of “good be-
havior.” 

Maine State Police say 
they arrested Cutler at a 
South Portland hotel on 
Monday after officers wit-
nessed him breaking the 
terms of his most recent — 
and more stringent — bail 
conditions. State police de-
clined on Tuesday to share 
further information about 
the circumstances of his 
arrest.

Cutler’s attorney, Walter 
McKee, said in an emailed 
statement Tuesday morn-
ing that he had not yet seen 
any police reports about 
the arrest, but he said his 
client was accused of “pos-
sessing pornography.” 

Cutler is being held with-
out bail at the Cumberland 
County Jail, jail employees 
said Tuesday. 

The convicted sex 
offender has now been 
accused of violating 
conditions of his 
release 3 times in the 
span of several months.

Accused  
of possessing 
pornography, 
Cutler back 
in custody

By RANDY BILLINGS  
Staff Writer

Susan Collins formally 
announced on Tuesday 
that she is seeking her 
sixth term in the U.S. 
Senate, portraying herself 
as a pragmatic, bipartisan 
lawmaker more interest-
ed in getting results than 
scoring political points or 

making viral content for 
social media. 

Collins’ announcement, 
which she made in a col-
umn in the Bangor Daily 
News and in a social media 
video, was not a surprise. 
Collins has repeatedly in-
dicated her intent to run 
in one of the most closely 
watched and competitive 
races in the country. 

The race is expected 
to be one of the most 
competitive and closely 
watched in the nation.

U.S. Sen. Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, speaks at 
an event at the newly 
renovated American 
Red Cross facility in 
Portland last month. 
She officially launched 
her reelection bid 
Tuesday.   (GREGORY REC/
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER)

‘I’m running’

TODAY’S 
ALMANAC

February 11, 2026

Today is the 42nd day of 
2026. There are 323 days 
left in the year.

Today in history:
On Feb. 11, 1990, South Af-

rican anti-apartheid activist 
Nelson Mandela was freed 
after 27 years in prison. 
(Mandela would be elected 
president of South Africa 
four years later.)

Also on this date: 
In 1847, American inventor 

Thomas Alva Edison was 
born in Milan, Ohio. 

In 1937, a six-week-old sit-
down strike against General 
Motors ended, with the 
company agreeing to recog-
nize and negotiate with the 
United Auto Workers union. 

In 1945, U.S. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Brit-
ish Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill and Soviet leader 
Josef Stalin signed the 
Yalta Agreement, in which 
Stalin agreed to declare 
war against Imperial Japan 
following Nazi Germany’s 
capitulation.

In 1975, Margaret Thatcher 
was elected leader of Brit-
ain’s opposition Conser-
vative Party, a prelude to 
her eventual rise to prime 
minister in 1979. 

By EMILY ALLEN  
Staff Writer

Two men arrested by Border 
Patrol at a jobsite in Bethel and 
moved out of state were released 
from a jail in Ohio last week, de-
spite a federal judge’s orders that 
they be returned home to New 
England. 

Paula Esteves, their attorney, 
said her clients had been released 

“in the cold in Ohio, knowing no 
one” and without means to return 
home to Massachusetts, where 
they have pending immigration 
court cases. 

Volunteers from immigrant sup-
port groups in Ohio helped the 
men — Elder Benjamin Ortiz Sin-
tuj and Selvin Isais Situj Garcia — 
contact their families and buy bus 
tickets on the morning of Feb. 3 so 

they could get home, she said. 
U.S. District Judge John Wood-

cock had ordered on Jan. 28 that 
the two men be flown back to 
Maine by Feb. 2, after learning 
U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement had sent them to a 
facility in Louisiana in violation of 
a temporary order. 

An attorney for the Massachusetts men said volunteers from an immigrant support group 
helped them buy bus tickets so they could travel back to New England.

Judge ordered ICE to return 2 men arrested 
at Maine jobsite. They were released in Ohio.

Backyard Farms, seen Tuesday, operates a greenhouse in Madison. A spokesperson for the Canadian parent 
company said “contract workers did not arrive” at the facility Tuesday.   (JOE PHELAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER)

By JAKE FREUDBERG  
Staff Writer

SKOWHEGAN — Roland Joyce 
was driving his normal bus route 
Tuesday morning, taking temporary 
workers from a former motel in 
Skowhegan to work at the Backyard 
Farms greenhouses in Madison. 

He pulled out of the driveway 
onto West Front Street promptly 
at 5:20 a.m. but made it only a few 
hundred yards down the road be-
fore federal agents in two vehicles 
pulled out from business driveways 
in front of the bus and stopped it. 

“I started slowing down, and then 
it was blue lights everywhere,” 

Joyce said in an interview at Po-
land’s Garage on Sesame Street 
later Tuesday. “They were coming 
from behind me; they were besides 
me; they were coming out from 
both sides of me.” 

Federal agents — from the U.S. 
Border Patrol and possibly other 
agencies — boarded the bus speak-
ing Spanish and ultimately detained 
all 17 workers on the bus, Joyce 
said. He said it appeared they were 
initially targeting one man, as an 
agent immediately took him into 
custody upon boarding the bus. 

FEDERAL AGENTS DETAIN 
17 WORKERS IN SKOWHEGAN

A team from U.S. Border Patrol stopped a busload of employees heading 
to Backyard Farms in Madison early Tuesday morning, the bus driver says.
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Maine native shines in luge, but misses out on medal / D1WEATHER:
Snow 
likely
High 34 °
Details, C6

A P  S P O R T S  E X T R A

BY EDDIE PELLS
AP National Sports Writer

W hat the Winter Olympics could really use 
is a reboot. 

Who better to provide it than a downhill 
ski racer with millions of fans and a gold-

medal resume that dates to the good ol’ days.
All in on a comeback for the ages, 41-year-old 

Lindsey Vonn has set herself up as the centerpiece of 
the upcoming Winter Olympics in Italy. If her return 
to her sport’s biggest stage a�er an eight-year absence 
culminates with some wins in the Dolomites, then there’s 
a good chance the Winter Games themselves – beset by 
doping, scandals, COVID and time-zone-unfriendly 
locales in Asia over the past three editions – might be on 
their way back, too. 

“Any time you step away and realize how lucky you 
are to do what you love, it gives you a di�erent sense of 
motivation, and I feel freedom,” says Vonn, 
whose Olympic debut came at the Salt Lake 
City Games, 24 years ago.

MORE TO GIVE
When Vonn announced she was retiring 

shortly a�er the 2018 Olympics, she said 
“physically, I’ve gotten to the point where it 
doesn’t make sense.”

With four overall World Cup titles, 84 
wins on the ski circuit, an Olympic gold 
medal and two bronze, she has nothing 
le� to prove. Two years ago, however, 
as she returned to health a�er a partial 
knee replacement, she felt she did, in 
fact, have something more to give.

In many ways, the return of a 
star who radiates beyond her sport 
with the heart of a champion and a 
ready-for-prime-time comeback 
story is as much of a gi� to the 
Olympics as the Olympics are to her.

“I look forward to saying her name 
a lot more times in the coming months, 
right?,” Peter Alexander, an anchor for 
Olympic broadcaster NBC, said shortly 
a�er Vonn secured her spot on the team. 

GETTING OUT OF A SLUMP
Making NBC happy is very much part of the 

business that is the Olympics. �e American 
network spends billions on the rights to carry the 
games again.

�is year, its wall-to-wall coverage will include 
thousands of hours of live streaming on the steaming 
app Peacock, the “Gold Zone” — a live look-in show 
patterned a�er the NFL’s popular “Red Zone” — and 
the traditional packaged programming on the main 
network in prime time. An AI-powered Olympic 
guide called OLI will inform fans when and where to 

�nd their favorite sports and athletes.
NBC recently announced it had sold out all its 

advertising inventory – a strong sign the Olympics could 
be on a rebound, sparked by the Summer Games in Paris 
two years ago that reinjected life into that languishing 
property.

�e Winter Games could also use a lifeline. It has been 
bombarded by a long-running Russian doping scandal 

that began with the 2014 Games in Sochi. Ratings four 
years ago in Beijing, where a new doping imbroglio 
in �gure skating sucked up all the oxygen, 
were down more than 40% from 2018, which, 
themselves, hit all-time lows four years earlier in 

South Korea. 
�e �rst Sunday of the Olympics will be the Super 

Bowl too, also airing on NBC, which will make for an 
extremely long day for Mike Tirico, who is slated to host 

both.

SNOWBOARDING,  
FIGURE SKATING AND THE NHL

Elsewhere in Italy, men’s hockey celebrates the return 
of NHL players, which, if the rave reviews received by 
last year’s NHL-sponsored 4 Nations Face-O� are any 
guide, should drive viewership.

Figure skating will feature two Americans – reigning 
world champion Alysa Liu and three-time U.S. 
champion Amber Glenn – who actually like each other 
and will be vying for gold.

 Snowboarder Chloe Kim came into the season 
favored to win a third straight gold medal on the 
halfpipe. An injury in January slowed her, but she says 
she’s “good to go”, and her own comeback could make for 
a more interesting story than once expected. 

Mikaela Shi�rin, whose struggles during a medal-
less two weeks in China four years ago painted an 
un�inching picture about the mental and emotional toll 
these Games can take, jettisoned the downhill to focus 
on her specialty – the technical slalom and giant slalom 
races. 

Winner of gold medals in 2014 and 2018, Shi�rin has 
emerged from a puncture-wound injury su�ered in a fall 
last season stronger than ever, winning six of seven slalom 
races in 2025-26. 

VONN’S COMEBACK INCLUDES WINS  
Shi�rin’s victories are no surprise. Vonn’s two wins 

this season are. Her return – and return to form – raises 
the tantalizing prospect of the world’s two best-known 
skiers joining forces in the new team combined event 
that was created just for opportunities like these.

A few months ago, nobody thought Vonn had a 
chance, let alone to be America’s fastest speed racer. She 
has thrived through a career �lled with ups and downs 
by not listening to what other people think. 

“�at’s always been my guiding force, is what I know 
I’m capable of,” she said. “So even though what people 
said about me in this comeback hurt, it didn’t stop 
me from believing in my ability. I knew that I could 
compete.”

Vonn’s unexpected comeback 
highlights Games in Italy

Winter Olympics
116 Events at the Winter 

Games, spread across 
16 sports. 

6 Hours Milan is ahead of the 
East Coast

7,000  Hours of coverage 
NBC plans to 

provide via broadcast, cable and 
streaming.

460 Approximate number 
of feet skiers climb 

in mixed team relay, which 
along with the men's and 
women's sprint races, are part 
of the new Olympic sport of ski 
mountaineering.

93 Countries participating in 
the Winter Olympics. 

3,500 Athletes 
competing. 

405  Total medals won 
by Norway over the 

history of the Winter Games, 75 
ahead of second-place United 
States.

96 Miles per hour luge sliders 
can reach on some of 

the world's fastest tracks (even 
though the track in  Cortina 
might not be built for that kind 
of speed.)

By the numbers
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U.S. District Court Judge 
John Woodcock, in his 
rulings, ordered ICE to 
pay for attorney fees and 
the bus tickets. He wrote 
that he didn’t believe the 
agency had “violated 
the court’s order in bad 
faith” by releasing the 
men in Ohio.

By RANDY BILLINGS 
and BILLY KOBIN  

Staff Writers

Maine lawmakers are 
asking the state’s top court 
to weigh in on whether 
major voting changes that 
could come as soon as this 
year are constitutional. 

The House and Senate 
passed a resolution asking 
the Maine Supreme Judi-
cial Court for an advisory 
opinion about whether 

ranked-choice voting can 
be used this fall to elect a 
governor and a new Legis-
lature. 

“If we are to expand 
ranked-choice voting to 
gubernatorial and legisla-
tive elections — as Maine 
voters and majorities of 
both bodies of the Legis-
lature have endorsed — we

Including elections 
for governor and 
state lawmakers faces 
constitutional concerns.

Maine could adopt more 
ranked-choice voting this 
year, amid legal questions

Eliot Cutler, now 79, the 
disgraced former Maine 
gubernatorial candidate, 
appears in Hancock 
County Court in Ellsworth 
in May 2023.   (GREGORY 
REC/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER)
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