
Daryl Davis holds robes worn by former Grand Dragons from the KKK. In his left hand he holds
the Baltimore City police uniform of a former officer who was a KKK leader in Maryland.

ByRubenCastaneda

Daryl Davis, 67, started
trying to talkwhitesuprem-
acists out of hating people
likehimwhenhewas 10.
In his 2024 book, “The

Klan Whisperer,” Davis,
an R&B and blues pianist
and guitarist, describes
his encounters with Klan
members and other racists
duringthepastfivedecades.
Over the years, more than
200 white supremacists
have left their hate groups
after meeting with him,
according to Davis, who is
Blackandlives inMaryland.
Asayoungman,heplayed

withacountryandbluegrass
band at the Silver Dollar

Lounge in Frederick. Many
of the patrons were “rough
country types,” and “racial
violencecoulderupt ifBlack
men were present,” Davis
wrote in his book. “Over
time, I was accepted by the

white patrons who didn’t
perceiveme as threatening.
I became well-liked mostly
because Iwas amusician.”
Eventually,Davis became

‘KlanWhisperer’
How oneMaryland
man helped 200
white supremacists
change their views

Daryl Davis, right, stands with Roger Kelly, a former Grand
Dragon with the KKK. LLOYD FOX/STAFF PHOTOS
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ByToddKarpovich

Last week, the Indepen-
dent Investigations Divi-
sion within the Maryland
Attorney General’s Office
declined to pursue charges
against Baltimore police in
the May shooting death of
a 26-year-old, armed man,
as well as in another case
involving Prince George’s
County police, who shot
andkilleda44-year-oldman
wielding aknife.
Also last week, an Anne

Arundel County judge
dismissed charges pursued
by the IID against two offi-
cers involved in a high
speed, fatal crash, because
of flaws in their case. It was
thefirstprosecutiontheIID
hadbrought.
Four years after its estab-

lishment, the Independent
Investigations Division
under the Maryland attor-
ney general’s office has
recommended relatively
few prosecutions against
officers, raising questions
from one lawmaker about
its relevance.
“The fact that charges

have not been filed in the
overwhelming majority of
cases demonstrates what
manyofushave longknown:
There is not widespread
policemisconduct inMary-
land,” Del. Ryan Nawrocki,
a Republican representing
Baltimore County, said in
aninterviewwithTheBalti-
moreSun.
“My concern is that

this law (creating the IID)

AGprobes into
police actions lead
to fewprosecutions
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Nonprofit
sues over
Medicaid
A nonprofit group
serving people
with disabilities
has filed lawsuit
about Medicaid
being terminated.
Page 4

Left-wing
violence
on the rise
Political violence
from left-wing
extremists
exceeded attacks
from right-wing
extremists, study
finds. Page 4

House
fire kills
woman
Officials are
investigating
a three-alarm
house fire in
Allegany Co. that
claimed the life of
a woman. Page 5

■ TALK TO US: The
Baltimore Sun welcomes
reader submissions
responding to our coverage
or highlighting an issue.
Letters should be 350
words or fewer and sent to
talkback@baltimoresun.
com. All submissions
should include your
name, address and phone
number.

Vote at baltimoresun.com/
readerpoll or by scanning this QR
code with your phone.
The Baltimore Sun reader poll is an
unscientific survey in which website
users volunteer their opinions on
the subject of the poll.

TODAY’S
WEATHER

High 81˚ Low 66˚
Forecast, Sports 14

INSIDE
Advice Sports 9

Bridge News 14
Celebrities Sports 9

Classifieds News 13
Comics Sports 11

Horoscopes Sports10
On TV Sports 10

Opinion News 10
Puzzles Sports 12

FOLLOW US
ONLINE

x.com/baltimoresun
335,976 followers

tiktok.com/@baltimoresun
11,572 followers

facebook.com/baltimoresun
277,583 followers

instagram.com/baltimoresun
107,373 followers

READER POLL

Are state agencies losing public
trust underGov.WesMoore?

LASTWEEK’S RESULTS:
Is it ever OK for
elected officials or
institutions to lie to
the public?

No: 93%, 186 votes

Yes: 4%, 8 votes

Unsure: 3%, 6 votes
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ByMathewSchumer

Baltimore Police Depart-
ment data reviewed by
The Baltimore Sun shows
legislation and regulations
enacted two years ago to
curb access to homemade,
untraceable “ghost guns”
have ledtoasharpdecline in
the number of such guns on
Baltimore’s streets,with the
number of ghost gun recov-
eries down nearly 40% last
year from2022.
That’s contributing to

an even steeper drop in the
numberof juvenileshooting
victims inthecity,whichfell
55% during that same time
period—to33 from74.
“The only market, really,

for ghost guns is the crim-
inal and juvenile market,”
said Philip Bangle, an attor-
ney with Brady United, a
nonprofit focused on gun
violence prevention and
legislation.

While there is no readily
availabledataonpeoplewho
were arrested with ghost
guns prior to 2023, police
datashowsthatover40%of
people arrested in the state
in possession of ghost guns
between the beginning of
2023andthemiddleof2024
wereunder21, theminimum
age to purchase a handgun
inMaryland. The youngest
of those arresteeswas 13.

Influx of
ghost guns
Withoutregulation,ghost

guns,whichwereoftensold
as 3D-printed kits without
serial numbers, enabled
purchasers to circumvent
the background checks and
licenses needed to buy a
handgun inMaryland. This
made the home-assembled
weapons virtually untrace-
able by lawenforcement.
Authorities said they first

found ghost guns in Balti-

more in 2018, when Balti-
more Police seized 12 of the
firearms.
But over the next few

years, ghost gun recoveries
increased dramatically in
the city, according to Balti-
more police, accounting
for more than 500 firearms
seized in the city in 2022,
mirroring national trends,
as reportedbytheBureauof
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
andExplosives.
The initial influx of ghost

guns into American cities
was unprecedented, said
DanielWebster, Bloomberg
Professor of American
Health at Johns Hopkins
University.
“It’s hard for me to think

of any (gun violence) indi-
cator that has shown such
a sharp shift in the slope
in such a short amount of
time,” Webster told The

As ghost guns decrease in Baltimore,
so does juvenile firearmviolence
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ByFatimaHussein and
MaryClare Jalonick
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Top
Senate Democrat Chuck
Schumer and Republican
MajorityLeaderJohnThune
are digging in ahead of this
week’s deadline to keep the
government open, show-
ing little evidence of budg-
ing even as both sides have
agreedtomeetMondaywith
President Donald Trump at
theWhiteHouse.
Republicans say Demo-

crats need to help them
pass a simple extension of
government funding by
Tuesday night to avoid a
shutdown, and they will

not agree to negotiate until
after it’s approved. Demo-
crats say theywant immedi-
ate talks on health care, and
theyarewillingtoshutdown
thegovernment if theydon’t
get concessions.
A shutdown is “totally up

to the Democrats,” Thune,
R-S.D., said in an interview
that aired Sunday onNBC’s
“Meet thePress.”
“Theball is intheircourt,”

hesaid.“Thereisabillsitting
at the desk in the Senate
right now, we could pick it
uptodayandpass it, thathas
been passed by the House
that will be signed into law
by the president to keep the
governmentopen.”
Schumer, D-N.Y., said on

the same program that “it’s
uptothem”whetherRepub-
licans will negotiate when

Party leaders
bracing for
shutdown
Standoff deepens
ahead of meeting
with the president

THE INTERVIEW DARYL DAVIS

Turn to Shutdown, Page 12

President Donald Trump
will speak at a hastily called
meeting of topmilitary lead-
ers onTuesday, according to
aWhiteHouseofficial.
Hundreds of generals and

admirals—seniorcommand-
ers of the one-star rank or
higher and their top advis-
ers— have been summoned
by Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth from all over the
world to the Marine Corps
base in Quantico, Virginia,
with littlenotice.
Trump told NBC News

in an interview Sunday that
theywouldbe“talkingabout
how well we’re doing mili-
tarily, talking about being in
great shape, talking about a
lotofgood,positivethings.”
News about the meet-

ing broke Thursday, and no
reasonwas initiallyprovided
for the unusual gathering.
The official said the pres-
ident’s participation was
not part of the original plan
for the meeting but that he
decidedthathewantedtogo.
Here are more headlines

from the Trump administra-
tiononSunday:

New ceasefire plan: On
the eve ofmeetingwithU.S.
President Donald Trump,
IsraeliPrimeMinisterBenja-
minNetanyahu said Sunday
onFoxNews Sunday’s “The
Sunday Briefing” that Israel
isworkingonanewceasefire
planwith theWhiteHouse,
but details are still being
sorted out. Netanyahu has
come under heavy interna-
tionalpressuretoendthewar,
especiallyduringtheongoing
offensive in Gaza City. The
deathtollintheIsrael-Hamas
warhastopped66,000Pales-
tinians,Gaza’sHealthMinis-
try saidSunday. InMonday’s
White House meeting,
Trumpisexpected to sharea
newproposal for ending the
conflict.

Redistricting measure:
Missouri Gov. Mike Kehoe
signed a new U.S. House
map into law Sunday as part
of Trump’s plan to try to
hold on to a narrowRepub-
licanmajority in next year’s
congressional election.
Kehoe’s signature puts the
revised districts into state
law with a goal of helping
Republicans win one addi-
tional seat. But itmay not be
the final action. Opponents
are pursuing a referendum
petition that, if successful,
would forcea statewidevote
on the newmap. They also
havebroughtseverallawsuits
against it.

Eric Adams out: New
YorkCityMayorEricAdams
ended his struggling reelec-
tion campaign Sunday, an
acknowledgment that he
was no longer a credible
contender after a year of
political turmoil. In a video
released on social media,
Adams defended his tenure
butdidnotendorseanyofthe
remaining candidates in the
race.—FromAssociatedPress
andwirereports

TRUMP WATCH

President
to speak at
meeting of
military brass

CHIEFS 37, RAVENS 20

LAMAR JACKSON INJURED IN LOSS
Baltimore falls to 1-3 as defense gets lit up by Kansas City QB PatrickMahomes. SPORTS

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., left, and
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speak to
reporters to criticize Republican efforts to cut health care
spending, at the Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 11.
J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP


