
‘Wicked’ corn
maze debuts
inGambrills
The Maryland Corn Maze in
Gambrills is back .This year
themed after the musical
“Wicked.”The maze is open
every weekend from 10
a.m. to 7 p.m. through Nov.
2. Page 3

Mangione
terrorism
chargesdropped
A judge dismissed
terrorism charges
against Luigi Mangione
in New York state’s
case over the killing of
UnitedHealthcare CEO
Brian Thompson. Page 9

Oscarwinner
RobertRedford
passes away
Robert Redford, the
Hollywood golden boy
actor who became an
Oscar-winning director
and liberal activist,
died Tuesday at 89.
Page 9

■ TALKTO US: The Capital
Gazette welcomes reader
submissions responding to
ourcoverage orhighlighting an
issue. Letters should be 350
words or fewer and submitted
online at capitalgazette.com/
letters or sent to capletts@
capgaznews.com. All
submissions should include
your name, address and
phone number.

Vote at capitalgazette.com/
readerpoll or by scanning this QR
code with your phone.
TheCapitalGazettereaderpoll isan
unscientificsurveyinwhichwebsite
usersvolunteertheiropinionsonthe
subjectofthepoll.

WEATHER 69˚/ 62˚Occasional rain and drizzle, Sports Page 12

YOUNG AACS VOLLEYBALL TEAM GETS STATEMENT VICTORY SPORTS
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Should formerGov. LarryHogan
enter race forMaryland governor?

Mayoral candidate Jared Littmann checks in
to vote at the Roger“Pip”Moyer Recreation
Center. PAUL W. GILLESPIE/STAFF

ByJesseBedayn,
HannahSchoenbaum
andJohnSeewer
Associated Press

PROVO, Utah — Prose-
cutors brought a murder
charge on Tuesday against
the man accused of assas-
sinating Charlie Kirk and
outlinedevidence including
atextmessageconfessionto
his partner and a note left
beforehand that saidhehad
theopportunity tokilloneof
the nation’s leading conser-
vative voices “and I’mgoing
to take it.”
DNA on the trigger of

the rifle that killed Kirk
also matched that of Tyler
Robinson, Utah County

Attorney Jeff Gray said
whileoutliningtheevidence
and announcing charges
that could result in the
death penalty if Robinson is
convicted.
The prosecutor said

Robinson, 22, wrote in one
text thathespentmorethan
a week planning the attack
on Kirk, a prominent force
in politics credited with

Suspect in Charlie Kirk
killing faces charges
Evidence released
includesmessages,
note left in advance

ByBridgetByrne

Awaveofcallsandthreats
has assailed Anne Arundel
County Public Schools in
recent weeks, after conser-
vative commentators,
including formerNewYork
City Mayor Rudy Giuliani,
expressed outrage over
comments about Charlie
Kirkmadebya socialmedia
account they believe is a
district employee.
Anne Arundel Superin-

tendent Mark Bedell also
sent a letter to employees
on Friday afternoon, stat-
ing that the district had
received multiple reports
about employees posting

about “recent events.”
“Someof thesepostshave

been inappropriate and
negatively impact employ-
ees’ ability to carryout their
prescribed duties on behalf
ofstudentsacrossourschool
district,” Bedell wrote.
“Posts or other comments
thataredefamatory,deroga-
tory or inciteful — regard-
less of the viewpoint — are
contrary to thatmissionand
to our policies and proto-
cols.”
Kirk was targeted and

fatally shot while speak-
ing at Utah Valley Univer-
sity on Sept. 10. Kirk was a
right-wing political activ-
ist who rose to prominence
by founding Turning Point
USA,whichevangelizedand
organized college students

Schools threatened
over teacher’s alleged
Kirk comments

ByMaggieTrovato

An Indianamanhas been
arrested following a lock-
down and shooting Thurs-
day at the Naval Academy,
the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the Northern District of
Indiana announced Tues-
day.
Jackson Fleming, a

23-year-old resident of
Chesterton, Indiana, was
arrested one day after the
lockdown and an on-cam-
pus altercation that left a
midshipman shot and a law
enforcement agent injured.
Fleminghasbeencharged

with one count of transmit-
ting a threat across state
lines. If convicted, he could
face up to five years in
prison.
According to a news

release from the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office, federal prose-
cutors believe Fleming sent
an online threat via social
mediaconcerning theNaval
Academy. The complaint
filed against Fleming was
sealed in federal court
recordsTuesday.
In a statement, Fleming’s

lawyer Jonathan Bedi said
he and his client planned to
fight the charge.
“Jack is a youngmanwith

his entire future ahead of
him,”Bedisaid. “Herecently
graduated from college
and is planning to attend
law school. We intend to
fight these charges in court
vigorously. No one, includ-
ing Jack, should be judged
by a mere accusation from
the government. We are
prepared to mount the
strongest possible defense,
and I am confident that
when the complete facts
emerge, Jack will be vindi-
cated.”
According to an email

from an academy official
lastweek, the lockdownand
shooting occurred amid a

storm of false rumors that a
midshipman who had been
dismissedfromtheacademy
was stalking the campus in
a lawenforcementuniform.
Last week, Naval Acad-

emy officials with knowl-
edgeof thesituationsaidone
midshipmangainedposses-
sion of a laptop belonging
to a peer who had recently
been dismissed from the
academy. The individ-
ual sent out a mass threat,
claimingtobethedismissed
midshipman, saying he
would return to the acad-
emy impersonating a police
officerwith the intent to do
harm.
Concerns of an active

shooterspreadontheanon-
ymous chat platformYodel.
The threat was traced to
the IP address of the laptop
belonging to the recently
dismissedmidshipman,who
was later confirmed to be
in his parents’ house in the
Midwest.
The Naval Academy

Public Affairs Office
declinedtocommentonthe
case or confirm that Flem-
ing isa formermidshipman.
Bedi also did not confirm
whetherFlemingisa former
midshipman.
According to the email

from an academy official,
as rumors spreadThursday,
a midshipman mistakenly
believed a law enforcement
agent was an assailant in
disguise, clubbed himwith
aparaderifleandwasshot in
the shoulder. Both received
treatmentandwerereleased
fromthehospital lastweek.
Officials and a local

community member on
Tuesday reflected disap-
pointment in the violence,
relief that the resultwasnot
fatal andadesire for justice.
In a statement, U.S. Rep.

Sarah Elfreth, a Maryland

Manarrested
after shooting
at academy
Ind. resident accused of making threat
leading to violence, lockdown at USNA

Charlie Kirk hands out hats before speaking at Utah Valley
University in Orem, Utah, on Sept. 10. TESS CROWLEY/THE
DESERET NEWS VIA AP

Commentators
direct outrage
to local district

Turn to Schools, Page 2 Turn to Kirk, Page 2

ByKatharineWilson

Hundreds of Annapolis
voters flocked to the polls
for the city Democratic
primary Tuesday, defying
rain and a gas leak to cast
their votes.
City officials were work-

ing Tuesday night to tabu-
late in-personresults,which
were not available as of the

deadline for this article.
Check capitalgazette.com
for the latest preliminary
tallies.
Voters had a choice

between Democrats Jared
Littmann, a former alder-
man and hardware store
owner, and Rhonda Pindell
Charles, the current Ward
3 alderman, for mayor.
The primary winner will

advance to the November
general election against
Republican candidate Bob
O’Shea, who did not have a
primaryopponent.

Hundreds cast
ballots despite rain

Mayoral candidate Rhonda Pindell Charles
votes at Mt. Olive Community Life Center.
JEFFREY F. BILL/STAFF

An election judge answers a question for voter George Butler as he sits at an electronic voting
booth at City Hall on Tuesday morning. JEFFREY F. BILL/STAFF

ELECTION 2025 ANNAPOLIS PRIMARY

Preliminary results: To find
the latest preliminary results,
go to capitalgazette.com

Turn to Election, Page 2 Turn to Academy, Page 2

U.S. President Donald
TrumparrivedintheUnited
Kingdom on Tuesday for a
state visit during which the
British government hopes
a multibillion-dollar tech-
nology deal will show the
trans-Atlanticbondremains
strong despite differences
over Ukraine, the Middle
East and the future of the
Western alliance.
Trump is the first U.S.

president to get a second
state visit to theU.K.
KingCharles IIIwill host

Trump at Windsor Castle
onWednesday before talks
the next day with Prime
Minister Keir Starmer at
Chequers, the British lead-
er’s rural retreat.
Starmer’s office said the

visit will demonstrate that
“the U.K.-U.S. relation-
ship is the strongest in the
world, built on 250 years
of history” — after that
awkward rupture in 1776 —
andboundby shared values
of “belief in the rule of law
andopenmarkets.”
Starmer’sgovernmenthas

cultivated that warmth and
triedtouseit toget favorable
tradetermswiththeU.S., the
U.K.’slargestsingleeconomic
partner, accounting for 18%
of totalBritish trade.
The May trade agree-

ment reduces U.S. tariffs on
Britain’s key auto and aero-
space industries. But a final
deal has not been reached
over other sectors, includ-
ing pharmaceuticals, steel
andaluminum.See Page 4
Here are more Trump

administration headlines
fromTuesday:

Image removed: Officials
from the National Park
Service have ordered the
removal of a 1863 photo-
graph known as “The
Scourged Back” that shows
the wounded back of an
enslaved Black man at the
hands of his master from
the National Gallery of Art.
The removal of the piece
is just one of many exhib-
its and displays that have
been pulled by the Interior
Department after Trump’s
Marchexecutiveorderseek-
ing to eliminate the spread
of “corrosive ideology”
in national museums, the
WashingtonPost reported.

Senate hearing: FBI Direc-
tor Kash Patel clashed with
skeptical Democrats at a
contentious Senate over-
sight hearing Tuesday,
defending his record amid
criticism that he has polit-
icized the nation’s premier
federal law enforcement
agency and pursued retri-
bution against perceived
adversaries of President
DonaldTrump.

Executive order: Trump
issued an executive order
creating a Presidential
Emergency Boardmeant to
resolve a contract dispute
thatnearly triggeredastrike
on theLong IslandRailroad
this week. Unionized LIRR
workers voted to authorize
a strike onMonday but also
approved seeking federal
intervention. The move
pushed the possibility of a
strike at least into January.

—Fromwire andSinclair
NationalDesk reports

Trade and
tech talks
onUKvisit
agenda

TRUMP WATCH
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