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TRUMP WATCH
910 arrests
made so
far in DC
takeover

More than 910 arrests
have been made since the
start of President Trump’s
federal takeover to make
D.C. safer, according to
new numbers from the
White House. Ninety-three
of those arrests happened
on Saturday, Aug. 23. One
arrest included a man who
hit a Homeland Security
Investigations agent with
his car on Aug. 22. The White
House said that during that
person’s arrest, he attempted
to get away by ramming into
several law enforcement
vehicles. He was eventually
taken into custody. Since
Aug. 7, when the crime
crackdown started, at least
five known gang members
have been arrested, includ-
ing members from MS-13,
the White House said. 101
firearms have also been
seized and taken off D.C.
streets. The White House
noted that two missing chil-
dren were also found during
the operation. Here are more
Trump administration head-
lines from the weekend:

Fatal crash dispute: A
truck driver accused of
makingan illegal U-turn that
killed three people in Florida
last week was denied bond
Saturday. The crash sparked
aclash between U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
and California Democratic
Gov. Gavin Newsom over
Harjinder Singh, a native
of India, obtaining a work
permit and driver’s license
in the state. The Trump
administration says Singh
was in the U.S. illegally. Singh
was charged with three state
counts of vehicular homicide
and immigration violations,
and he was denied bond on
all charges. He is being held
in the St. Lucie County Jalil,
Lt. Andrew Bolonka from
the St. Lucie County Sheriff’s
Office said. U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment has put a hold on him.
Homeland Security spokes-
person Tricia McLaughlin
said issuing a commercial
license to someone in the
countryillegally is “asinine.”
California is one of 19 states,
in addition to the District
of Columbia, that issues
licenses regardless of immi-
gration status. Supporters
say that lets people work,
visit doctors and travel safely.

Ryder Cup: President
Donald Trump says he will
be at the opening round of
the high-charged Ryder Cup
next month in New York,
and he thinks U.S. captain
Keegan Bradley should
be playing. Trump posted
Saturday night on his social
media site that he would
be there on Friday, Sept.
26, for the start of three-
day matches between the
United States and Europe.
He said he was invited by
the PGA Tour, making a
common mistake distin-
guishing between the tour
and the PGA of America,
which runs the Ryder Cup
in America. A PGA of Amer-
icaspokesman said the orga-
nization and Bradley invited
Trump. This Ryder Cup has
more anticipation than usual
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Mindy Shore, a grade 3-5 Alternate Framework Classroom teacher, prepares learning
engagement activities for the first day of school. Behind her is a photo cutout of Abraham
Ellenbeger, who was promoted to middle school last year, a gift from the Abraham’s parents so
he wouldn’t be forgotten. Teachers at Jacobsville Elementary School are preparing for the new
school year on Wednesday. JEFFREY F.BILL/STAFF PHOTOS

Educators here to stay

Decline in job
vacancies continues
at Anne Arundel
Co. Public Schools

By Bridget Byrne

Anne Arundel County
Public Schools is starting
the academic year with just
32 classroom vacancies —
a significant improvement
from previous years.

At this time last year, there
were 69 vacancies. In 2023,
the number was 171, and in
2022, it reached 283. The
total number of teaching
positions varies, but in 2024,
6,000 of 11,000 employees
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Lawmakers
calling for
accountability

Sens. Van Hollen, Alsobrooks seek
answers in COVID PTA fraud probe

By Glynis Kazanjian

Maryland’s Democratic
U.S. senators are demand-
ing full accountability of a
former state PTA president
suspected of embezzling
over $900,000 obtained
through COVID-19 relief
funds, state grants and PTA
dues during the height of the
pandemic.

“Anyone who sought to
fraudulently exploit this
crisis for personal gain did
so at the expense of those
who faced real hardship,”
Sen. Chris Van Hollen said
in a statement to The Balti-
more Sun. “Fraudsters must
be investigated and held
fully accountable.”

The Sun reported that
the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for Maryland and the FBI
are investigating LaTonja
Carrera, 51, a former Mary-
land PTA president who
served from November 2020
to October 2022.

Working on behalf of
the Maryland PTA, former
federal prosecutor Seth
Waxman alleged in a 2023
lawsuit that Carrera squan-
dered the funds over two
years on luxury trips, lavish
gifts, gambling binges, and
even spells and curses.

In the 132-page filing,
Waxman outlined what
he called “embezzling”

to federal prosecutors.
Waxman said she obtained
the funds from the following:
W $497,600 in federal disas-
ter COVID-19 reliefloans.

B $302,755 in COVID relief
grants from the Albertsons
Companies Foundation.

W $49,500 in COVID relief
grants from Share Our
Strength.

W $38,983.93 local PTA
dues.

W $24,903 in federal COVID
Paycheck Protection
Program.

Waxman said he dropped
the case after conclud-
ing Carerra would never
pay, especially when court
records showed she owed
$3 million to more than
70 creditors after filing for
bankruptcy in 2016.

“Based on the evidence,
there is proof beyond a
reasonable doubt that she
(Carrera) is criminally guilty
of various crimes, includ-
ing theft and wire fraud,”
Waxman said.

Multiple attempts to get a
comment from Carrera were
unsuccessful.

In a December 2022
deposition conducted by
Waxman, Carrera claimed
she was innocent of misap-
propriating funds. During
that deposition, Waxman
asked Carrera if she had
ever spent any money
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Plan focuses on
streamline land
use, development

By James Matheson

A recent report from
Anne Arundel County calls
for changes to the county’s
land use decision-making
processes. It follows nega-
tive feedback from area busi-
nesses and developers about
the permitting and review
processes.

For years, those who
participate in the land use
system repeatedly expressed
frustration with the complex-
ity and inconsistencies in
how regulations are applied,
according to a news release
from the Office of the County
Executive Steuart Pittman.

“This report is a direct
response to the people
who work with our land
use system every day;” Pitt-
man said in the release. “We
listened to their concerns,
asked our departments to
identify solutions and laid
out steps to make the process
more predictable, transpar-
ent and efficient”

Supporters of the report
say it will make it easier to
plan and zone for growth,

ments are involved in the
county’s land use process.
All land is assigned a zoning
district — such as residen-
tial, commercial or indus-
trial — based on its intended
use. There are particular
applications that need to be
submitted and reviewed by
the county, and accompany-
ing building limitations. The
county has a long-term plan,
Plan2040, that guides these
designations and ensures
development is consistent.

Some recommendations
in the plan to simplify the
process include restoring
and expanding “fast-track”
permitting options for
tenants and earlier commu-
nication of requirements so
businesses can plan for costs
before signing leases.

“Streamlining land use
processes isn’t just about
efficiency, it’s about clar-
ity, fairness and helping our
communities grow thought-
fully;” Janssen Evelyn, the
county executive branch’s
deputy chief administrative
officer, said.

Trump keeps promise
to ax ‘green new scam’

What does that
mean for Maryland’s
clean energy plan?

By Ben Mause

WASHINGTON — After
four years of state and
federal alignment on energy
policy, Maryland is on
defense against the Trump
administration’s crusade
against renewable energy
projects in favor of fossil
fuels. Executive actions and
new laws are undermining
the state’s plan for a clean
energy future as Maryland
faces growing demands on
its electrical grid.

The Republican adminis-
tration of President Donald
Trump has worked quickly
to dismantle energy regula-
tions passed under Demo-
cratic President Joe Biden.

Since taking office, Trump
has launched efforts to
expand fossil fuel produc-
tion under the banner of
“energy dominance,” prior-
itizing oil, gas, and coal over
renewable sources. He cites
America’s status as the lead-
ing oil producer as a national
strength.

Specifically, the Trump
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The Project Lime Kiln community solar project array will
produce enough energy to power up to 500 Maryland homes
and businesses and save subscribers 10% on their electricity

bills. KIMHAIRSTON/STAFF

clean energy projects that
were part of the Inflation
Reduction Act,a Democratic
spending package passed by
Congressin 2022.

That year, Maryland’s
state legislature passed the
Climate Solutions Now Act.
The act set benchmarks
for the state to achieve
net-zero carbon emissions
by 2045: a 60% reduction
in greenhouse gas emis-
sions targeted by 2031 and
100% clean electricity by
2035. The plan’s reliance
on an increase in renew-

Biden’s act was set to
contribute to a growth in
renewable facility construc-
tion across the country,
in Republican and Demo-
crat-controlled states alike.
But conservative opposi-
tion to the bill didn’t dissi-
pate. Repealing the “Green
New Scam,” as President
Donald Trump coined it,
became a key policy prom-
ise of his campaign. And
after winning, he followed
through.

“President Trump is
fulfilling his promise to the
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