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Board to select early voting sites

Julie E. Greene
The Herald-Mail
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Washington County Board of
Elections is scheduled to vote Tuesday,
Oct. 14, on its proposed plans for the
2026 elections, including early voting
sites.

The board is required to have at least
three early voting sites because of the
number of active registered voters,
County Election Director Barry Jackson

said. The number of active registered
voters in the county was 103,389 as of
Sept. 30, according to the election board
website. But the board could choose to
have a fourth early voting site as well.

The election board held a public
hearing on Sept. 9 to hear comments on
potential early voting sites.

At least three people mentioned the
U.S. 40 bridge over the Conococheague
Creek, between Clear Spring and Ha-
gerstown, being closed, according to a
YouTube video of the hearing. One of

those people said they favored a Clear
Spring early voting site and another said
the Clear Spring American Legion
would be a reasonable site. The third
person to comment on the bridge clo-
sure was Washington County Commis-
sioner Derek Harvey, who said he is “a
strong advocate of as many early voting
sites as we can legally do.”

Harvey also mentioned the work be-
ing done on the two Interstate 70
bridges.

The project to replace the two I-70

bridges over Saint Paul Road, again be-
tween Clear Spring and Hagerstown,
could result in intermittent single-lane
closures, but the plan is to maintain two
lanes of traffic in both directions during
the project, a Maryland State Highway
Administration spokesperson has pre-
viously said. Those bridge projects are
expected to be done by spring 2027. The
U.S. 40 bridge is expected to reopen in
August 2026.

See VOTING, Page 3A
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Released hostage Evyatar David reacts upon arriving at the Rabin Medical Center-Beilinson Hospital in Petah Tikva,

er as hostages released

‘DAY OF PROFOUND
JOY’ IN ISRAEL

Kathryn Palmer, Zac Anderson,
Michael Collins and Bart Jansen
USA TODAY

Israel celebrated the release of the re-
maining hostages taken by Hamas mil-
itants in the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks as the
first phase in the U.S.-brokered cease-

fire plan was met with joy around the
world on Oct. 13.

Twenty Israeli hostages in Gaza were
transferred to the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross and returned
home, according to the Israeli military.
Almost 2,000 Palestinian prisoners
were released by Israel as part of the

ceasefire deal.

Cheers, cries and Hebrew songs
rang out in Tel Aviv’s Hostage Square,
where thousands of Israelis had gath-
ered to celebrate the homecoming.

President Donald Trump traveled to

See HOSTAGES, Page 4A

Trooper in
satisfactory
condition

Shawn Hardy
The Record Herald
USA TODAY NETWORK

A Pennsylvania State Police trooper
shot the evening of Oct. 8, 2025, in
Franklin County has been upgraded to
satisfactory condition at WellSpan
York Hospital.

Lucas Amarose, 31, is one of two
troopers injured in the incident that
began with the pursuit of retail theft
suspects near Chambersburg and end-
ed with a shootout at Exit 3 of Inter-
state 81 south of Greencastle.

“WellSpan York Hospital is pleased
to share that the remaining individual
in our care related to the shooting in
Franklin County has been upgraded to
satisfactory condition at this time,” an
Oct. 12 news release announced.

See TROOPER, Page 3A

Area man
charged in
rape at dorm

Harrison Jones
Hanover Evening Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK — PENNSYLVANIA

A Hagerstown-area man who police
said worked as a nurse was charged
with an alleged rape at a Gettysburg
College dorm, according to police.

Farid Ilimdarovich Akhmedov, 22, of
the Hagerstown area, was charged with
felony charges of rape by forcible com-
pulsion, sexual assault, aggravated in-
decent assault, and strangulation,

See RAPE, Page 3A
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Controlling your HVAC system
has never been easier,

thanks to modern smart
thermostats. This technology
offers precise temperature
control, energy savings, and
seamless integration with
your smartphone or home
automation system.

Whether you’re at home or
away, you can adjust your
home’s climate with just a tap on
your phone, ensuring optimal
comfort and efficiency.
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HVAC Repair
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1,200

Instant Rebate for Qualifying

UP TO

Trane Installations

PLUS

and preferences.

Benefits of Smart Thermostats:

Energy efficiency: Reduce energy
waste with automated temperature
adjustments based on your schedule

0% APR for 60 Months
Financing Option
Expires 10/31/2025 . Must
mention coupon at time of
service scheduling. Can’t be
combined with other offers.
Additional restrictions may apply.
Contact McCrea for compete

details.
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Expires10/31/2025 . Must
mention coupon at time of
service scheduling. Can’t be
combined with other offers.
Additional restrictions may
apply. Contact McCrea for
complete details.
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smartphone app.
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Contact us today to schedule your repair, maintenance, or
replacement and experience the convenience of a smarter,
more efficient home!

Remote access: Control your HVAC
system from anywhere using a

Learning capabilities: Many smart
thermostats learn your habits and

———————
HEATING & AIR CONDITICHING SERVICES

301-800-0137

adjust settings automatically to
maximize comfort and savings.

Custom schedules: Program
temperature settings to match your
daily routine for enhanced efficiency.

Usage reports: Get insights into your
energy consumption and find ways to
lower your utility bills.
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