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TRUMP WATCH
Trump to
meet Japan’s
new leader

President Donald Trump
was set for one of his busiest
days of his Asia trip on Tues-
day, with plans to meet with
the new Japanese prime
minister, speak to U.S. troops
aboard an aircraft carrier
and mingle with business
leaders.

Although Trump is visit-
ing one of America’s most
steadfast allies in Asia,
there’s no shortage of uncer-
tainty while he’s there. Sanae
Takaichi, who became the
country’s first female prime
minister only days ago, must
solidify her relationship
with Trump while defend-
ing her country’s economic
interests. Trump is trying
to nail down $550 billion in
Japanese investment as part
of a trade deal that would
reduce U.S. tariffs.

Takaichi is primed for a
charm offensive, includ-
ing a potential purchase of
Ford F-150 trucks. Trump
has often complained that
Japan doesn’t buy Ameri-
canvehicles, which are often
too wide to be practical on
narrow Japanese streets.

Although Trump has
focused his foreign policy
toward Asia around tariffs
and trade, he’s also speak-
ing aboard the USS George
Washington, which is
docked at an American naval
base near Tokyo.

Trump arrived in Tokyo
on Monday, when he met
with the emperor in a cere-
monial visit. He was previ-
ously in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, where he partic-
ipated in the annual summit
of the Association of South-
east Asian Nations.

Here are more Trump
administration headlines
from Monday:

MRI: Trump shared on
Monday that he underwent
an MRI scan during his visit
to Walter Reed Medical
Center earlier this month.
“1 did. I got an MRI. It was
perfect. I mean, I gave you,
I gave you the full results,”
Trump told a group of
reporters on Air Force One
on his way to Tokyo.. The
79-year-old president did
not say which part of his
body was scanned or why,
but he did confirm it was
done during his semi-annual
physical at Walter Reed this
month. SeePage7

20287 Trump said on
Monday a 2028 presidential
ticket with Vice President
JD Vance and Secretary of
State Marco Rubio would
be “unstoppable,” while not
ruling out a potential third
term. “All I can tell you is
that we have a great group
of people, which they don’t,”
Trump told a reporter on
Monday, referencing Demo-
crats.

Fake news: Trump said he
has no intentions of naming
the 90,000-square-foot
ballroom he’s constructing
at the White House after
himself. He said reports
claiming otherwise are
false. “I don’t have any plan
to call it after myself — that
was fake news,” Trump told
reporters late Friday night
before boarding Air Force
One to head to Asia. “We’re
probably going to call it
the Presidential Ballroom
or something like that. We
haven’treally thought about
aname yet.” See Page7
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Callan Chilcoat and his mother are cooking up some fun during trick-or-treating on Main

Street in Sykesville. Merchants partnered with police and the Town of Sykesville to sponsor a
“spooktacular” evening of trick-or-treating on Main Street on Sunday. MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 5

Jacinda, 5, and Felicity Lacoco, 8, are in matching costumes.

lle gets spooky

Who.

Cassidy Chaconas gets her
face painted.
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Threats to
‘hunt’ MPRP
SUrveyors spur
legal action

Landowners claim
motion to restrict
their actions is
‘overreaching’

By Lily Carey

Westminster landowner
AndreaKable lives with her
husband along the proposed
route for the Maryland Pied-
mont Reliability Project.
And though she admits to
“yelling and screaming” at
land surveyors who have
tried to enter her property,
she criticized PSEG’s Friday
legal motion to prevent
hunting during surveys as
“overreaching.”

“There was nothing slan-
derous that I ever said about
them, other than the fact
that ’'m not cooperating,”
Kable told The Baltimore
Sun on Monday.

InFriday’s court filing, the
Public Service Enterprise
Group, or PSEG, requested
that the U.S. District Court
for Maryland update a previ-
ous court order that granted
the company temporary
access to hundreds of prop-
erties along the power line’s
proposed route.

The update, if approved,
would state that landown-
ers “may not engage in, or
permit, hunting on a prop-
erty subject the prelimi-
nary injunction on a day
for which PSEG has given
notice that it will conduct
surveys.” Landowners
would have to email PSEG
for permission to hunt on
their property on a given day

if surveys were scheduled to
take place.

PSEG also asked district
judges to impose legal penal-
ties on Kable and another
Carroll County landowner
who it says has threat-
ened the utility company’s
employees.

In the motion, PSEG cites
a TikTok that Kable posted
showing land surveyors
on her neighbor’s prop-
erty. Commenters on the
post threatened to “hunt”
surveyors, alluding to deer
hunting season.

PSEG was granted
access to Kable’s property
through a June eminent
domain lawsuit. Accord-
ing to PSEG’s motion, since
August, Kable has allegedly
approached PSEG land
surveyors with a baseball
bat, chased after them in her
personal vehicle, shouted
expletives at them, and told
them that she “would have a
gun on her if crews came to
her property”

PSEG also filed a motion
to hold Mount Airy resident
James Averill in contempt
of court. PSEG had filed
a preliminary injunction
against Averill in September
for trying to prevent utility
representatives from enter-
inghis property, and the util-
ity argued in its Friday filing
that Averill has continued to
“(block PSEG) from safely
completing any surveys on
his property”

When a PSEG represen-
tative went to Averill’s prop-
erty on Oct. 15 to give him a

Turn to Hunt, Page 2

GOP grapples with
voter frustration
over rising health
care premiums

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
first caller on a telephone
town hall with Maryland
Rep. Andy Harris, leader
of the House’s conserva-
tive Freedom Caucus, came
ready with a question about
the Affordable Care Act. Her
cousin’s disabled son is at
risk of losing the insurance
he gained under thatlaw, the
caller said.

“Now she’s looking at two
or three times the premium
that she’s been paying for the
insurance,” said the woman,
identified as Lisa from
Harford County, Maryland.
“T’d love for you to elucidate
what the Republicans’ plan
is for health insurance?”

Harris, a seven-term
Republican, didn’t have a
clear answer. “We think the
solution isto try to do some-
thing to make sure all the
premiums go down,” he said,
predicting Congress would
“probably negotiate some

His uncertainty reflected
a familiar Republican
dilemma: Fifteen years after
the Affordable Care Act was
enacted, the party remains
united in criticizing the
law but divided on how to
move forward. That tension
has come into sharp focus
during the government
shutdown as Democrats
seize on rising premiums
to pressure Republicans
into extending expiring
subsidies for the law, often
referred to as Obamacare.

President Donald Trump
and GOP leaders say they’ll
consider extending the
enhanced tax credits that
otherwise expire at year’s
end — but only after Demo-
crats vote to reopen the
government. In the mean-
time, people enrolled in
the plans are already being
notified of hefty premium
increases for 2026.

As town halls fill with
frustrated voters and no

Maryland ending practice of

housing foster

By Jean Marbella

Maryland will no longer
house foster youth in hotels,
a much-criticized practice
even before a 16-year-old
foster girl was found dead
a month ago in a Residence
Inn in East Baltimore.

As of Monday, six youth
remained in hotels, said
Maryland Department of
Human Services Secre-
tary Rafael J. Lopez. He has
issued a directive to local
social services agencies that
they must place them else-
where by Nov. 24.

“One young person in
a hotel is one too many,”
Lépez told The Baltimore
Sun. “We wanted to end the
practice once and for all.”

The directive came in the
wake of the suicide death
of Kanaiyah Ward, 16, who
was staying at the Residence
Innby Marriott on the Johns
Hopkins medical campus on
Wolfe Street under the care
of a contracted “one-on-
one” service provider. The
medical examiner deter-
mined that the cause of
death was diphenhydramine
intoxication, saying an
empty bottle of the antihis-

Kanaiyah Ward, a 16-year-old
foster child who was found
dead in a Baltimore hotel
room Sept.22. COURTESY OF
THE WARD FAMILY

ryl, and a suicide note were
found on the premises. DHS
continues to investigate the
death.

It is not clear how long
Kanaiyah had been staying
atthe hotel, but the girl, who
previously lived with her
family in Prince George’s
County, had been enrolled
at the Augusta Fells Savage
Institute of Visual Arts in
West Baltimore since last
September 2024, according
to the city public schools
system.

“Hotels, motels, office
buildings and other licensed

youth in hotels

best interest and must be
discontinued immediately,”
Lépez’s directive said.
“Youth experiencing stays in
unlicensed settings is incon-
sistent with state and federal
law, and departmental stan-
dards and policies.

DHS said it has been
increasing residential care
services to accommodate
youth who might previously
have ended up in hotels and
other places not licensed to
provide foster care.

Child advocates say foster
youth are still staying, for
example, in social services
offices and hospitals.

Mitchell Y. Mirviss, a
Venable law firm partner
who for decades has sued
the state to reform its foster
system, said he received
reports that five Baltimore
children were in hospi-
tal “overstays,” in which
they remain despite being
deemed ready for release on
Friday, and one child spent
Sunday night and Monday
morning at a city social
services office.

Lépez said children will
be brought to offices on
occasion, for just several or
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