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5 THINGS WE LEARNED FROM THE RAVENS’ WIN OVER BROWNS SPORTS

Weather 72/62 A touch of rain Sports Page 12
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Newspot for
Taneytown taco
fans inworks
A new Taco Bell location
may be coming to Carroll
County. The Taneytown
Planning Commission will
review the site plan for a
2,118-square-foot Taco
Bell store. Page 3

Scammersposing
asBalto.Co.
sheriff’sdeputies
Phonescammersare
targetingBaltimoreCounty
residentsbyposingas
membersoftheSheriff’s
Officeandthreatening
arrestsorsanctionsif
requestsaren’tmet. Page 4

Bear sighted
nearPrettyboy
Reservoir
A bear was sighted near
Prettyboy Reservoir in
Baltimore County on
Monday by a woman
who tripped and fell,
resulting in minor
injuries. Page 4

■ TALK TO US: The Carroll
County Times welcomes
reader submissions
responding to our coverage
or highlighting an issue.
Letters should be 350 words
or fewer and submitted
online at baltimoresun.
com/cctletters or sent to
cctletters@baltsun.com.
Include your name, address
and phone number.

READER POLL

Should formerGov.LarryHogan
enter race forMarylandgovernor?
Vote at baltimoresun.com/
cctpoll or by scanning this QR
code with your phone.
TheCarrollCountyTimesreader
poll isanunscientificsurvey in
whichwebsiteusersvolunteer their
opinionsonthesubjectof thepoll.

President Donald Trump
said the U.S. military again
targetedaboatallegedlycarry-
ingdrugsfromVenezuela,kill-
ingthreeaboardthevessel.
“TheStrikeoccurredwhile

theseconfirmednarcoterror-
ists from Venezuela were
in International Waters
transporting illegal narcot-
ics (A DEADLYWEAPON
POISONING AMERI-
CANS!) headed to theU.S.,”
Trump said in aTruth Social
post announcing the strike.
“These extremely violent
drugtraffickingcartelsPOSE
ATHREAT toU.S. National
Security, Foreign Policy, and
vitalU.S.Interests.”
Trump said the strikewas

carriedoutonMonday,nearly
twoweeksafteranothermili-
tarystrikeonwhattheTrump
administration says was a
drug-carrying speedboat
fromVenezuelathatkilled11.
TheTrumpadministration

justifiedtheearlierstrikeasa
necessary escalation to stem
the flow of drugs into the
UnitedStates.
But several senators,

DemocratsandsomeRepub-
licans, have indicated their
dissatisfaction with the
administration’s rationale
andquestionedthelegalityof
the action. They view it as a
potentialoverreachofexecu-
tiveauthority inpartbecause
themilitarywasused for law
enforcementpurposes.
Here are more Trump

administrationheadlinesfrom
Monday:

TikTok deal: Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent
announced onMonday that
theU.S.andChinahadstruck
a “framework for a TikTok
deal,” afterTrumpsuggested
onsocialmediathatanagree-
mentwasnear.Bessentadded
that Trump and President
Xi Jinping would speak on
Fridaytopossiblyfinalizethe
deal.SeePage7

HBCU funds: TheTrump
administration is redirecting
nearly$500millioninfederal
funding toward historically
Black colleges and tribal
colleges, a one-time invest-
mentthatisprimarilycovered
bycutstoothercollegesserv-
inglargenumbersofminority
students. The Education
Department announced
the funding boost days
after cutting $350 million
from other grants, mostly
from programs reserved
for colleges that have large
numbers of Hispanic
students.SeePage12

Memphis deployment:
TrumponMondaysignedan
order sending the National
Guard into Memphis to
combat crime. Trumpmade
the announcement with
Republican Tennessee Gov.
Bill Lee visiting the Oval
Office, callingwhat’s coming
a “replica of our extraordi-
narily successful efforts” in
Washington.

Israel: The U.S. State
DepartmentsaysSecretaryof
StateMarcoRubiowill head
to Qatar after meeting with
Prime Minister Benjamin
NetanyahuinIsrael.Thevisit
announcedMondaycomesas
theregionisstill reelingfrom
Israel’sstriketargetingHamas
leaders in theQatari capital,
Doha. TheU.S. has sought to
ease tensions between Israel
andQatar, two close Ameri-
canallies.SeePage8

—FromwireandSinclair
NationalDeskreports

TRUMP WATCH

USmilitary
again targets
a drug boat

LLOYD FOX/STAFF
Sgt. Patrick Kepp demonstrates how their police drones can be deployed Sept. 4. Kepp is part
of the Montgomery County Police Department’s Air Support Unit, Special Operations Division
which has a Drone as First Responder Program, also known as DFR. SEE PAGE 5

ByCarsonSwick and
Mennatalla Ibrahim

Days after Sen. Chris Van
Hollen endorsed progres-
sive Zohran Mamdani for
mayorofNewYorkCityand
calledthose inhispartywho
hesitated “spineless,” other
MarylandDemocrats aren’t
exactly liningup toback the
Democratic nominee in the
BigApple.
So far, Van Hollen and

Rep. Jamie Raskin have
praised Mamdani, the

state legislator and Demo-
cratic Socialists of Amer-
ica member who shocked
the status quo by defeat-
ing former New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo in June’s
DemocraticPartyprimary.
Butmultiple otherMary-

land Democrats did not
respond Monday by dead-
line to The Baltimore Sun’s
requests for comment on
Mamdani’s candidacy. Gov.
WesMoore’sofficedeclined
to comment in an official
capacity and referred ques-

tions to “the political side”
—meaninga spokesman for
his re-election campaign,
whodidnot reply.
The Sun also reached out

to the followingelectedoffi-
cials in Maryland, none of
whomresponded:
� BaltimoreMayorBrandon
Scott
� Sen.AngelaAlsobrooks
�Rep. SarahElfreth
�Rep.KweisiMfume
�Rep.Glenn Ivey

MarylandDemsmumon
support for ZohranMamdani
besides VanHollen, Raskin

ByJesseBedayn
andJohnSeewer
Associated Press

OREM,Utah—DNAona
towelwrappedaroundarifle
foundnearwhereconserva-
tiveactivistCharlieKirkwas
assassinated matched that
of the 22-year-old accused
in the killing, FBI Director
KashPatel saidMonday.
Investigators also have

used DNA evidence to link
thesuspect,TylerRobinson,
with a screwdriver recov-
eredfromtherooftopwhere
thefatal shotwasfired,Patel
told Fox News Channel on
Monday.
Authorities in Utah are

preparing to file capital
murder charges against
Robinson as early as Tues-
day in the killing of Kirk, a
dominant figure in conser-
vative politics who became

a confidant of President
Donald Trump after found-
ing Arizona-based Turn-
ing Point USA, one of the
nation’s largest political
organizations.
Vice President JD Vance,

whocountedKirk as a close
friend, served as a substi-
tute host on Monday for
Kirk’s talk showonRumble,
a streamingplatform.
“Please join me as I pay

tribute tomy friend,” Vance
wroteon socialmedia.
Kirk,whobroughtyoung,

conservative evangelical
Christians into politics,
was shotWednesday while
speaking at Utah Valley
University in Orem during
one of his many campus
stops. The shooting raised
fearsabout increasingpolit-
ical violence in a deeply
polarizedUnitedStates.
Officials have said Robin-

son carried a hatred for
Kirk and ascribed to a “left-
ist ideology” thathadgrown

FBI chief says
DNAon items
inKirkcase
Vance subs as host of
activist’s show, casts
blame for violence

ByBryna Zumer

With a bevy of book-
stores and “high demand”
for author events, Carroll
County is about to get its
first BookFestival.
The county’s library

system has just announced
plans tohost aCarrollBook
Festival in the fall of next
year.
“Carroll County is a

community of readers.
They love when authors
come into our community
and theyareable to connect
with them,” said Carroll
County Public Library
spokesperson Lisa Picker,
who said the library began
talking about hosting a
festival five years ago.
Many thousands of

people are expected to
attend the event on Sept.
19, 2026.Plans includebook
signings, author panels, a
children’s character break-
fast, vendors and more at
the Carroll County Farm
Museum inWestminster.
Picker said the library

system has been seeing
“great success” with its
author events, noting that

more than 5,000 people
attended 48 author events
sponsored by the library
system last year.
Among the many recent

author events was a sold-
out reading by bestsell-
ing author Brad Meltzer
in January 2024; other

First Carroll Book
Festival in the
works for next fall By Lily Carey

In a joint letter sent to
the Maryland State Board
of Education on Monday,
state delegates who repre-
sent Carroll and Frederick
counties urged immediate
withdrawal of a proposal to
expand the state superin-
tendent’s power tooverrule
local Board of Education
decisions.
In June, the state BOE

approved an emergency
regulation that would
allow Carey Wright, the
state superintendent of
schools, to stay an appeal
for an unlimited amount of
time. In the past, if some-
onefiledanappeal of a local
school board decisionwith
the state Board of Educa-
tion, the state superinten-
dent could stay or delay
the appeal for up to 60days
beforemaking a decision.
Emergency regulations,

which don’t require a
public notification before
passage, can only remain
in effect for up to 180 days.
Since this change took
effect on July 23, it will
remain in effect until Janu-
ary 19, 2026.
However, in August, the

state BOE filed a proposed
regulation that would

permanently grant the state
superintendent the power
to stay local actions for an
indefinite period.
In a letter to Wright on

Monday, state Sen. Justin
ReadyandstateDels.Chris-
topherBouchat, April Rose
andChrisTomlinsonwrote
that themove “would strip
elected local boards of their
autonomy.”
“(This decision) seems to

signal a foundational shift
in governance that disre-
gards election results and
local public input, instead
furthering the concentra-
tion of power in the hands
of a statewide, appointed
principal who is not even

directly appointed by the
governor,much less elected
by the voters,” the letter
states.
The letter, authored by

thefiveRepublicans, comes
amid ongoing tension
between Wright and the
Somerset County Board of
Education.
Wright’s office insti-

tuted the emergency regu-
lation after the Somerset
board tried to replace that
county’s Superintendent of
Schools AvaTasker-Mitch-
ell, who is Black, with a
white interim superinten-
dent. The state superinten-

Carroll leaders say state schools
leader is stripping away local control

Dr.CareyWright,state superintendent ofschools, is in the center
ofa local versus state oversight debate. LLOYD FOX/STAFF

Turn to Festival, Page 2

During an event sponsored
by the Carroll County Library,
author Brad Meltzer and
illustrator Christopher
Eliopoulos signed a book for
8-year-old Hannah Henry of
Columbia. DOUG KAPUSTIN/
FOR CARROLL COUNTY TIMES

Eyes in the sky
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Kash Patel speaks at a news conference Friday in Orem,
Utah, as Utah Department of Public Safety Commissioner
Beau Mason, left, and Utah Gov. Spencer Cox listen. LINDSEY
WASSON/AP
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