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Courting new coalitions

Political marriages are being arranged in Johor and Negri Sembilan now that the election drumbeat
has begun in the two states. Johor Bersatu is contemplating an electoral pact with three other
parties and, on the national stage, PAS and Bersatu appear to be going their separate ways.
> See reports on page 6 by NELSON BENJAMIN and ZAKIAH KOYA
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Supporting local businesses
Finance Minister Il Datuk Seri Amir Hamzah Azizan (right) conversing with a small business trader while underscoring the power of domestic
spending during his visit to the Kelana Jaya Morning Market as part of the Microcredit Outreach programme. > See report on page 4
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Coping with the cost of conflict :::: sie

As the impacts of the US-Iran conflict begin to eat into their fuel and food bills, households and small businesses
are taking practical steps to cope, including buying local. Relevant ministries say they are exploring targeted
measures to tackle the challenges. > Read the second part of the special report on pages 16 to 20 by media
alliance Media in Arms




