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AJack Aucoin, 13, competes in the watermelon

eating contest at Peirce
Middleboro on July 4.
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» Jax Bickford, 13, was a winner in the greasy pole
competition at Peirce Playground on July 4.
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See more photos from the events at Peirce Playground
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Poll: Residents doubt police in Read case

Bailey Allen
USA TODAY NETWORK - NEW ENGLAND

Most Massachusetts residents be-
lieve police concealed evidence in the
Karen Read case, according to a recent
survey from the University of New
Hampshire.

In June 2025, Read was found not
guilty of second-degree murder and
leaving the scene of a collision resulting
in death. Prosecutors had accused her of
backing into her Boston police officer
boyfriend, John O’Keefe, with her Lexus
SUV in a drunken rage and leaving him
to die in the snow outside a Canton
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home in January 2022.

Her defense attorneys
claimed that she was
framed by police in an
investigation they de-
scribed as rife with bias
and incompetence.

Since her acquittal
last year, Read has filed two lawsuits
related to the case — one in November
against witnesses and investigators,
including former Massachusetts State
Police Trooper Michael Proctor, and an-
other in June against the Massachu-
setts State Police and the Town of Can-
ton.

Make a Move?

According to a statement sent to
USA TODAY last month, Read’s de-
fense team alleged that both agen-
cies “negligently permitted virulent
misogynists and bigots to target her,”
referring to claims that investigators
in her case sent hateful, racist, and
sexist messages over the years.

Throughout the case, Read has
amassed supporters from near and
far, some of whom stood outside the
courtroom during her trial wearing
pink in solidarity and chanting “Free
Karen Read.”

See READ, Page 2A
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Birthright
citizenship
limits face
slim odds

GOP unlikely to pass
legislation this Congress

Zachary Schermele
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - House Speaker
Mike Johnson is insisting that congres-
sional Republicans are “looking at all
angles” to slap limits on birthright citi-
zenship after the Supreme Court
shielded it from President Donald
Trump’s order to redefine who is an
American.

In a July 5 interview
on “Fox News Sunday,”
the Louisiana Republican
said GOP lawmakers in
the House of Representa-
tives would move quickly
to respond.

“If there’s some legis-
lative fix, we’ll advance that immedi-
ately,” Johnson said. “If it’s a constitu-
tional amendment, as you know, it
takes a little more time. But we’ve got to
address this.”

While that promise certainly isn’t
hollow, the chances of Congress inter-
vening in the near future to curb birth-
right citizenship are very low.

Whatever the options Johnson has,
they’re long shots - especially in a mid-
term election year, when GOP leaders
are dramatically struggling to capitalize
on the little time they have left before
November.

With ultra-slim Republican margins
in the House and Senate, lawmakers are
having a tough time completing the ba-
sics of legislating. There’s no realistic
way for a constitutional amendment
that controversial - which requires
two-thirds approval from both cham-
bers and three-fourths of the states to
ratify — could pass in this Congress.

Still, Trump is adding it to his list of
demands for GOP legislators, even
though that demand could derail them
from tending to the rest of his legisla-
tive agenda.

“Congress should start TODAY to
work on ending expensive and unfair to
our Country, Birthright Citizenship.
They will have my Complete and Total
Support!” he wrote in a June 30 social
media post.

Justice Brett Kavanaugh, a Trump
appointee, was part of the 6-3 court
majority that overturned the presi-
dent’s executive order on June 30.

He was not, however, part of the 5-4
majority that held that the 14th Amend-
ment ensured citizenship for everyone
born in the United States. He wrote

Johnson
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