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QUINCY–Askedtoapproveasplit tax
classification by Mayor Thomas Koch,
QuincyCityCouncildeferredthedecision
for another week at the urging of one of
the councilors, who said the administra-
tion should disclose the actual tax rate
and its effect on taxpayers before the
council votes.
Meanwhile, residents and incoming

councilor-elects raised concerns over af-
fordability and a $16 million unfunded
pensionpayment.
At the Monday, Dec. 8 meeting, at-

large city councilor Noel DiBona said the
administrationhastraditionallypresent-
ed the overall tax levy in the samemeet-
ing as the tax classification vote. This
year, proceedings were divided into two
meetings.
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See TAX RATE, Page 5A

Editor’s note: The following is a pro-
file submitted by South Shore Commu-
nityActionCouncil forThePatriot Led-
ger’s Lend a Hand campaign. The per-
son’s name has been changed to protect
her privacy.

For five years, Ashley and her boy-
friend, Thomas, created a loving home
for their young daughter and Ashley’s
two children.
But in June, tragedy struck.
Thomas suffered a stroke. A vein

ruptured in his brain and he died.
Ashley and her children were
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See DONATIONS, Page 5A

HANOVER – It was a stunning
blow for a healthy, active couple in
their mid-30s.
April 2025 had begun as one of

the high points in the life together

that Erin and Chris Kowalski have
built for themselves since getting
married in 2018.
Seven years into their marriage,

Erinwas sixmonths pregnantwith
their second child, a boy, Camden.
Their daughter Blake, was a
healthy, rambunctious 2-year-old,
high energy with a big smile, just

like her parents.
Both had jobs they foundmean-

ingful. Chris is a sales manager in
joint replacement and robotics for
Stryker Corp. Erin is a mental
health therapist specializing in
eating disorders at Within Health,

‘Every day is a gift
and a blessing’

Chris Kowalski, 37, holds his newborn son, Camden, on the right, and his two-year-old daughter Blake, on
the left, at their Hanover home in September 2025. Camden was born on Sept. 8.
PROVIDED BY THE KOWALSKI FAMILY

New wave of early onset colon cancer confronts Hanover dad
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See KOWALSKI, Page 3A


