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L.oud sounds have
hidden health risks

- A

Noise pollution a serious
but often forgotten hazard

Laura Coco
San Diego State University | THE CONVERSATION
he human body is remarkably good at get-
ting used to the environment around it.
You’ve probably experienced this if you've
ever gone to a matinee and emerged from
the dark theater into sunshine. Your eyes sting, so
you squint and shield your face until they adjust to
the bright sunlight. e In the same way, the body can
grow accustomed to constant noise. With repeated
exposure to traffic, leaf blowers, construction, loud
music, crowded restaurants, fitness classes and
sporting events, you can become accustomed to loud
environments. Over time, what once seemed unusu-
ally loud may barely register.

See NOISE, Page 3A
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SALE ENDS 10/14/2026. Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion and must use dealer source financing. Some restrictions apply, see us for details. Weekly
payments calculated with an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Selling price includes all applicable rebates and incentives including our $1,000 Imperial trade

When using power tools, lawn equipment or other machinery, wear properly fitted earplugs or earmuffs from the start,
rather than waiting until the noise becomes uncomfortable. PHOTOS BY GETTY IMAGES
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Hearing damage is only part of the story. Noise acts as a
stressor, activating the autonomic nervous and endocrine
systems and affecting heart rate, blood pressure and other
physiological processes.

TACOMA swD

TRD Off-Road « DBL CAB

Question 4
would allow
same-day
voter
registration

Margie Cullen
USA TODAY NETWORK - New England

Massachusetts residents could reg-
ister to vote on Election Day if one
question on the Massachusetts ballot
passes this November.

Currently, Massachusetts law re-
quires voters to register 10 days before
an election. Question 4 would elimi-
nate this requirement and instead
make it legal to register on Election
Day with proof of residency and an af-
fidavit of eligibility.

Massachusetts Secretary of State
William Galvin proposed the question
and several top officials, including
Gov. Maura Healey, Lt. Gov. Kim Dris-
coll and Attorney General Andrea
Campbell, have endorsed it.

“Massachusetts is where American
democracy began, and there is no

See QUESTION 4, Page 3A

Spotted
lanternflies
begin laying
thelr eggs

Catherine Messier
USA TODAY NETWORK - New England

Sick of the spotted lanternflies taking
over Massachusetts? Unfortunately,
they might be here to stay.

While many of New England’s sum-
mer insects hide before the winter, the
spotted lanternfly’s eggs survive the
cold, with egg laying happening this fall
right under our noses. Without human
intervention, the next generation of
spotted lanternflies will hatch next
spring, filling yet another Massachusetts
summer with the invasive species.

Wondering what you can do to get rid
of the lanternflies? Here’s what to know
about the pest as Massachusetts pre-
pares for winter, according to the

See LANTERNFLIES, Page 2A

«i-Force 2.4L Turbo
« LED Headlights
«8”LCD

« Alloy Wheels

« 6 Speakers

#TM26-980

assistance bonus for a qualifying 2016 or newer trades. See us for details. Advertised price does not include tax, title, or registration. A $595 documentation fee is included in

selling price. Vehicle must be paid in full and take same day delivery. Amount may be adjusted for mileage, wear and tear, and options. New retail price based on TSRP of new
models. Not valid with prior sales. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call 1-800-526-2886 to set up an appointment to test drive.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
metrowestdailynews.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news

and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

sBUY FORASLOW AS: LE§8E4FO§SL90W*AS: i—ORCE 2.4LURBO
TSRP: $ 40 TACOMAS
504 244 039 EEATIEGE

“New 2026 Tacoma TRD Off-Road 4WD i-Force 2.4L with TSRP: $46,344. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $439 per month for
36 months with $5,724 due at signing (including $4,635 cash or trade down, first month's payment of $439, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection fees are additional. $0
Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk #TM26-80. Offer ends 10/14/2026.

8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD, MENDON, MA // 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA
551 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST, NORTH ATTLEBOROUGH, MA

800-526-2886 - IMPERIALCARS.COM
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