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MetroWest players
to watch this spring
SPORTS, 1B

*New 2026 Tacoma SR5 4WD i-Force 2.4L with TSRP: $42,969. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $269 per month for 36 months
with $5,216 due at signing (including $4,297 cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $269, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection fees are additional. $0 Security
deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk #TM26-202. Offer ends 04/01/2026.

$40,469+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$269*
LEASE FOR AS LOWAS:

42 TACOMAS
AVAILABLEsave $2500

#TM26-202

NEW2026 TOYOTA

TACOMASR5
4WD • DOUBLE CAB

• Lane Departure
• Heated Seats
• 8” LCD
• 17” Alloys
• 6 Speakers

TSRP:
$42,969

i-FORCE 2.4L TURBO

NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

800-526-2886 • IMPERIALCARS.COM

8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD, MENDON, MA // 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA
551 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST, NORTH ATTLEBORO, MAIMPERIAL CARS.com

SALE ENDS 04/01/2026. Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion and must use dealer source financing. Some restrictions apply, see us for details.
Weekly payments calculated with an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Selling price includes all applicable rebates and incentives including our $1,000
Imperial trade assistance bonus for a qualifying 2016 or newer trades. See us for details. Advertised price does not include tax, title, registration or documentation fee.
Vehicle must be paid in full and take same day delivery. Amount may be adjusted for mileage, wear and tear, and options. New retail price based on TSRP of new models.
Not valid with prior sales. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call 1-800-526-2886 to set up an appointment to test drive.
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SUDBURY — The first local election
this spring in MetroWest was... an in-
teresting one.

Voters visiting the town’s only poll-
ing station at the Fairbank Community
Center on Monday, March 30, consid-
ered eight races; nonewas contested, at

least not officially— Jonathan Sullivan
made a write-in campaign for a School
Committee seat.

And what a campaign it was. Sulli-
van, who ran on the premise that the
School Committee “must stay focused
on its core responsibilities,” came up
just a hair short of claiming one of two
open seats: He earned1,437 votes, trail-
ing Julie Durgin-Sicree (1,566), who
was technically an incumbent after be-

ing appointed to the board in December
after Mandy Sim resigned; and new-
comer Ellen Lederer-DeFrancesco
(1,452).

Curiously, more than half of the
3,045 ballots cast — 1,601 — left the
School Committee race blank.

Sullivan’s run came as a petition be-
gan circulating in town calling for a vote

SUDBURY SCHOOL COMMITTEE RACE

Jonathan Sullivan, shown greeting voters outside Sudbury’s only polling station at the Fairbank Community Center,
came up just short in his write-in campaign for one of two open seats on the School Committee on March 30.
ART ILLMAN/DAILY NEWS AND WICKED LOCAL STAFF PHOTO

Write-in campaign
comes up just short

Dan O’Brien
The MetroWest Daily News
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See ELECTION, Page 2A

While Doctors’ Day has traditional-
ly celebrated physicians’ contribu-
tions— specifically the date of the first
use of general anesthesia in surgery by
Dr. Crawford W. Long on March 30,
1842— this yearMassachusetts physi-
cians are redefining it as a platform for
advocacy.

Facing federal funding cuts and
growing primary care shortages, Mas-
sachusetts physicians met with legis-
lators on March 25 at the State House
to call for urgent policy action.

Physicians from theMassachusetts
Medical Society gathered for their first
in-person Doctors’ Day since before
the COVID-19 pandemic to advocate
for bills to increase primary care ac-
cess, improve childhood immuniza-
tion rates, and bolster protections for
immigrant health care access.

The renewed urgency comes as the
“Big Beautiful Bill,” passed by Con-
gress last July, is expected to cut $3.5

How Doctors’
Day became a
rallying point
for health care
reform in MA
Isabella Oland
Boston University Statehouse Program

Chief Medical Officer Dr. Huan Ngo
and Chief Nursing Officer Chenese
Nicholas in the emergency
department at Signature Healthcare
Brockton Hospital on Jan. 15.
MARC VASCONCELLOS/THE ENTERPRISE

See DOCTORS’ DAY, Page 4A

The man who was found guilty of
raping two women in a Framingham re-
tail store more than 36 years ago will
likely spend the rest of his life in prison.

Stephen Paul Gale, 73, was sen-
tenced by Middlesex Superior Court
Judge Patrick Haggan to consecutive
25- to 30-year prison terms for two ag-
gravated rape counts. Haggan also sen-
tenced Gale to 25- to 30-year prison
terms for two additional aggravated
rape convictions, to run concurrently

with the first two.
Haggan also sentenced Gale to 10

years of probation and to have no con-
tact, direct or indirect, with either of the
two victims.

Gale will receive credit for the 418
days he has already served in custody.

Gale was convicted last week by a

Middlesex Superior Court jury of four
counts of aggravated rape; two counts
of kidnapping; and one count of armed
robbery. He was sentenced based on
1989 sentencing guidelines. Current
sentencing guidelines for aggravated

Stephen Paul Gale sent to prison for 1989 Framingham rapes
Norman Miller
The MetroWest Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SENTENCED, Page 2A


