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‘Wrong and inexcusable’
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Family members of trooper George Hanna, James Kearney, Denise Skowronski, Hailey Skowronski and Deborah
Hanna-Kearney stand outside before the hearing in Natick. ALLAN JUNG/TELEGRAM & GAZETTE

Trooper George Hanna’s
killer seeks parole

Norman Miller
The MetroWest Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK

NATICK — More than four decades af-
ter he murdered Massachusetts State Po-
lice Trooper George Hanna Jr., José Colon
sat before the state Parole Board on Thurs-
day, Jan. 15, for the first time, seeking re-
lease from prison.

Colon, now 63, spoke about his reha-

bilitation and his sorrow for the murder of
Hannaon Feb. 26,1983, outside an Auburn
liquor store. He said he wants a chance to
show he was more than the actions of one
night.

“What I did was wrong and inexcus-
able,” Colon said during the five-hour pa-
role hearing in Natick. “I will have to live
with that for the rest of my life. I have
asked God for forgiveness. I hope that one
day the Hanna family will forgive me for
the suffering I've brought into their life.”

However, Colon’s bid for parole has met
heavyresistance. Several people gathered
outside the Parole Board offices on Mercer

Street holding signs calling for Colon to
remain in prison, and friends and family
of Hanna testified against him being
granted parole. Gov. Maura Healey wrote
a letter to the Parole Board, urging that
Colon be denied release.

“He took away the chance for my fa-
ther to grow old and he took away our
chance to grow up with him,” said Debo-
rah Hanna-Kearney, Hanna’s oldest of
three children. “My father doesn’t get pa-
role from death. My family does not get
parole from grief. Our family has served a

See PAROLE, Page 2A

HOPKINTON

Why woman
sued town

and the
police chief

Norman Miller
The MetroWest Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK

A woman is suing the Town of Hop-
kinton, Police Chief Joseph Bennett
and the owner of a now-closed Hop-
kinton pizza shop after the shop owner
sexually assaulted her three years ago.

The woman, whom the Daily News
is not identifying because she is a vic-
tim of a sexual assault and was a minor
at the time of the offense, is alleging
the town and its police department did
not do enough to protect her and oth-
ers by allowing a convicted sex offend-
er to open and operate a pizza parlor
that employed teens.

The lawsuit names Bennett, the
town, Hillers Pizza (which closed on
Sept. 1) and Hillers’ owner Petros Sis-
manis. The now 19-year-old woman is
seeking $1.05 million — $1 million of
which is for “severe emotional dis-
tress, post traumatic stress disorder.”

The woman’s attorney, Christopher
Waterman, initially filed the lawsuit in
Middlesex County Superior Court in
December, but Doug Louison, the at-
torney representing Bennett and the
town, moved the case to U.S. District
Court in Boston because of civil rights
issues raised in the lawsuit.

The woman was a 16-year-old em-
ployee at Hillers when Sismanis sexu-
ally assaulted her on Jan. 12, 2023, in
the shop’s basement. After the as-
sault, Sismanis attempted to convince
both the teen and her mother to not re-
port the assault and blocked them
from leaving the parkinglot, according
to the lawsuit.

See SUED, Page 5A

How commercial property upgrades spurred return to office

Caroline Bunnell
The MetroWest Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK

FRAMINGHAM — As more compa-
nies implement return-to-office poli-
cies, many are seeking upgraded spaces
with enhanced amenities for their em-
ployees, according to a pair of corporate
real estate experts.

Natick and Framingham have be-
come a focal point for this trend, with
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SALE ENDS 01/21/2026. Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion and must use dealer source financing. Some restrictions apply, see us for details.
Weekly payments calculated with an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Selling price includes all applicable rebates and incentives including our $1,000

several office buildings in those com-
munities undergoing extensive renova-
tions in recent years.

Elizabeth Holmes, director of corpo-
rate services for Wayland-based RW.
Holmes Commercial Real Estate, said
Natick and Framingham have also
grown increasingly popular with ten-
ants due to their convenient location
and, more importantly, lower leasing
rates compared to nearby Wellesley and
Weston.

“Framingham is an interesting mar-
ket, because as you start to border the
central/128 towns like Wellesley, Wes-
ton and Waltham, you see a lot more
high-end, Class A peak rent,” Holmes
said. “So Framingham and Natick are
the neighboring market where we see a
nice middle ground between 128 and
4957

This middle-ground features rental
prices of around $30 per square foot for
Class A rents to $20 per square foot for

OFF-ROAD DOUBLE CAB

TACOMA TRD

Class B. It has been attracting more
property owners to the area, many of
whom have invested in upgrading their
buildings to attract tenants.

Along with reasonable rent prices,
Todd Barclay, head of investments at
Calare Properties, a Framingham-based
real estate operator and developer, said
Natick and Framingham are in a prime
location for both commuting and

See RETURN, Page 5A

« Lane Departure
+ Apple CarPlay
+8”LCD
«17” Alloys
« 6 Speakers
#TM25-1276
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$45,679
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LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

5299

PER MONTH ¢ PLUS TAX

“New 2025 Tacoma TRD Off-Road 4WD i-Force 2.4L with TSRP: $45,679. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $299 per month for
36 months with $4,948 due at signing (including $3,999 cash or trade down, first month's payment of $299, and acquisition of $650). Tax, fitle, registration, and inspection fees are additional. $0
Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wearltear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk#TM25-1276. Offer ends 01/21/2026.

4WD -« i-FORCE 2.4L TURBO

SAVE 32600 36 TACOMAS

AVAILABLE

8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD, MENDON, MA // 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA
551 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST, NORTH ATTLEBORO, MA

Imperial trade assistance bonus for a qualifying 2016 or newer trades. See us for details. Advertised price does not include tax, title, registration or documentation fee.

Vehicle must be paid in full and take same day delivery. Amount may be adjusted for mileage, wear and tear, and options. New retail price based on TSRP of new models.
Not valid with prior sales. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call 1-800-526-2886 to set up an appointment to test drive.

800-526-2886 - IMPERIALCARS.COM

NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6
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