HURRY! LIMITED-TIME ONLY! - ASK US ABOUT FINANCING OPTIONS!
HEARING AID

SALE

A

\
N

Stay connected with
N BETTER HEARING!

AudioNova

Your Hearing Experts

508-957-3636

Formerly True North
525 Main Street, Acton
181 Wells Avenue Suite 100, Newton

BUY 1 GET 1

50*OFF |

Buy one Phonak Audéo Sphere™ Infinio 70
or 90 hearing aid and get one 50% offl'

EXCLUSIVE FINANCING
STARTING AS LOW AS

$89/month2

HURRY! OFFERS EXPIRE 08/01/25

“MILFORD
DAILY NEWS

MONDAY, JULY 14, 2025 | MILFORDDAILYNEWS.COM

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Company set for work on
Mass Pike service plazas

Ireland-based Applegreen
awarded $750M for
rebuilds, operation

Caroline Bunnell
The MetroWest Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Ireland company selected by the
Massachusetts Department of Transpor-
tation to rebuild and operate 18 highway
service plazas throughout the state says
it’s ready to get to work.

Dublin-based Applegreen said it’s in-
vesting $750 million to rebuild nine pla-
zas and renovate the other nine. The

work is expected to be completed over a
three-year period (2026-28). Construc-
tion on the first six sites will begin Jan. 1.

“We design, we build, and then we op-
erate these plazas,” Applegreen co-foun-
der and Chairman Bob Etchingham said.
“We have relationships with all the major
food brands. We focus (on that) pretty
much exclusively — 95% of our revenue
(comes) from food and beverage and
travel plazas. That is what we do.”

No two consecutive plazas will be
closed at the same time, he said.

“We're committed to building world-
class travel plazas in the state of Massa-
chusetts,” Etchingham continued. “We
see these as locations where an impres-
sion is formed by visitors of the state, and

they need to be right up there with the
very best that is available.”

Applegreen owns more than 400 sites
in the United States, United Kingdom
and Ireland. The company has nine state
contracts in the United States and more
than 700 branded food and beverage out-
lets across global brands.

Waltham company urges MassDOT
to reconsider decision

MassDOT’s awarding of the contract
to Applegreen, which followed an 18-
month process and included five other
bidders, did not come without criticism.

See PLAZAS, Page 2A
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The Natick service plaza on the
eastbound side of the Mass Pike
(Interstate 90) is among those
scheduled to be rebuilt as part of a
$750 million project by Dublin-based
Applegreen.
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“We’re committed to building
world-class travel plazas in the
state of Massachusetts.”

Bob Etchingham

Applegreen co-founder and chairman

COMMON ENTERTAINMENT

Street Performer Nancy, of Ashland, receives applause from young bicyclists on the Natick Common on

July 8. Nancy was practicing for an open microphone night at the Morse Institute Library later that evening.
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Kevin Meehan
Owner
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UMASS MEMORIAL
MEDICAL CENTER

Regulators OK
merger with
Marlborough
Hospital

Alison Kunitz
State House News Service

Public health regulators approved
the merger of UMass Memorial Med-
ical Center and Marlborough Hospital
on July 9, with the licensing overhaul
deepening an existing affiliation that’s
expected to improve patient care and
reduce operating costs.

The UMass Memorial Health sys-
tem encompasses UMMMC, an aca-
demic medical center, and four com-
munity hospitals, including the 79-bed
Marlborough Hospital. All hospitals in
the system are licensed independent-
ly, and Marlborough Hospital is the
smallest of the facilities, said Dennis
Renaud, director of the Determination
of Need program at the Department of
Public Health.

The Public Health Council approved
UMass Memorial Health’s DoN appli-
cation for a transfer of ownership, al-
lowing Marlborough Hospital to be-
come a licensed campus of UMMMC.
Marlborough Hospital, while formerly

See MERGER, Page 2A
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Imperial trade assistance bonus for a qualifying 2015 or newer trades. See us for details. Advertised price does not include tax, title, registration or documentation fee.
Vehicle must be paid in full and take same day delivery. Amount may be adjusted for mileage, wear and tear, and options. New retail price based on MSRP of new models.
Not valid with prior sales. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call 1-800-526-2886 to set up an appointment to test drive.
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