Tribute for Pearl Harbor
sailor may be set aside
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Activists have intensified efforts to extend legal rights to embryos and fetuses. Personhood arguments now surface in
not only abortion restrictions but also disputes involving pregnancy loss, child support and taxes.
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Embryo personhood
debate galns notice

HHS guidelines
add to movement’s
momentum after
Dobbs decision

Risa Cromer
Purdue University
THE CONVERSATION

About 100,000 babies were born
through in vitro fertilization in 2024, ac-
cording to the most recent U.S. data. But
IVF commonly involves trying to create
multiple embryos, because success is
never guaranteed. If unused, those em-
bryos can be frozen, discarded, donated
to research or donated to another fertil-
ity patient.

In the eyes of some anti-abortion ac-
tivists, those frozen IVF embryos are al-
ready children — children who need to be
“adopted” into families. And that idea
now appears in a federal document:
grant guidelines announced by the De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices in June.

The department’s Embryo Adoption
Awareness and Services program has
existed since 2002. But this year’s fund-
ing notice describes IVF embryos as
“children who already exist and are in
need of a family.” Rather than present-
ing “embryo adoption” as one option
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Looking to
Make a Move?

An embryologist pulls out vials of human embryos from a liquid nitrogen
storage container at a California IVF clinic in 2007. Grant guidelines announced
by the Department of Health and Human Services in June describe IVF embryos
as “children who already exist and are in need of a family.”
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sonhood movement is rooted in a be-
lief embraced by many conservative
Christians: that human life begins at
fertilization and should receive legal
protection from that moment.
Embryo adoption occupies a niche

among many for patients with remain-
ing embryos, the document describes
the practice as centered on embryos’
“rights” and “best interests.”

This language draws from a decades-
long movement to give personhood sta-
tus to fetuses and embryos, including

those made in fertility clinics. The per- See EMBRYOS, Page 2A

Spike in
school

supply
costs hits
parents

Brands cite higher prices
from gas, import duties

Christopher Cann, Clayton Park
and Erick Trevino
USA TODAY NETWORK

Brandi McGrath usually buys qual-
ity, long-lasting school supplies for her
9-year-old son and his teachers. But
sharp increases in the cost of folders,
pencils and other products have forced
her to cut back and search for cheaper
alternatives.

“It’s insane how expensive things
have gotten,” said McGrath, 48, of Salt
Lake City. “I'm looking for every sale I
can.”

In Daytona Beach, Florida, Karin
Kaiser was similarly struck by the cost

See SUPPLY COSTS, Page 3A

Iran says
threatened
sanctions
by U.S.

will fail

Elwely Elwelly and
Menna AlaaEIDin
REUTERS

DUBALI - Iran’s foreign minister dis-
missed the threat of new U.S. sanc-
tions as a sign of desperation on Aug.
23 and said the expect-
ed new measures would
fail to defeat Tehran.

Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent, who is
due to hold a press con-
ference at 2 p.m. ET on
Aug. 24, has threatened
to impose “the toughest
sanctions in history” on Iran.

Iran’s economy is already under
major pressure from international
sanctions, its infrastructure has been

Munir

See IRAN, Page 2A
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