Poll: Support for Israel
continues sharp decline

NEWS, 4A

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER FOR GARDNER, ASHBURNHAM,

FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2026 | THEGARDNERNEWS.COM

HUBBARDSTON, PHILLIPSTON, TEMPLETON, WESTMINSTER, WINCHENDON

T
GARDNER NEWS

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Westminster. PHOTOS BY STEPHEN LANDRY/THE GARDNER NEWS

Jordan Grondell and Nikki Forrest are the new owners of Brook Bound Nursery at 170 State Road East, in

BLOOMING UNDER
NEW OWNERSHIP

Brook Bound unveils renovated year-round gift shop

Stephen Landry
The Gardner News | USA TODAY NETWORK
hat started out as a love
for flowers and connec-
tions has bloomed into a
dream that the new
owners of Brook Bound Nursery hadn’t
even realized they’d been chasing. e
When the gardening center at 170 State
Road East in Westminster, which opened
in 1988, was put on the market in late
2025, Nikki Forrest and Jordan Grondell,
two longtime residents with decades of
gardening experience between them,
jumped at the chance to leave the corpo-
rate world and put their green thumbs to
use.

“We both have a love for gardening and crafts
and all things kind of nature and outdoors,” said
Forrest, who added the pair had plenty of time
in their “mom circle” to discuss their shared
dream as they watched their children play to-
gether.

M RiteWindow

arenuity company

REFRESH YOUR HOME THIS YEAR!

A New KOHLER; LuxStone System”

18 MONTHS, ZERO INTEREST WITH NO
MONTHLY PAYMENTS - SAME AS CASH*

@ Installation as little as 1 day
@ Lifetime Warranty
@ Low Cost Assurance

The Brook Bound Nursery, which opened at
170 State Road East in Westminster in 1988,
is under new ownership.

Grondell was no stranger to the business,
working for Brook Bound Nursery’s previous
owners, Tammy Cirillo and Jason Martin, for
about five years before they announced their
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Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
thegardnernews.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and

sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

Gardner to
unveil 20-year
Master Plan
for city’s future

Stephen Landry
The Gardner News | USA TODAY NETWORK

What could the Chair City look like in 20 years?
That’s the question officials in Gardner are hoping to
answer as they prepare to unveil the final draft of the
city’s Master Plan.

The plan, which represents Gardner’s first com-
prehensive master plan update since 1974, will be
presented during a public open house at Maki Park at
57-67 Parker St. between 4 and 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 15.

In the event of rain, the event will be moved to Levi
Heywood Memorial Library at 55 West St.

The plan was developed by the Barrett Planning
Group, in coordination with the city of Gardner and
supported by a Community Planning Grant from the
Massachusetts Executive Housing and Livable Com-
munities.

The Barrett Planning Group was contacted by
Gardner officials in December 2024 and tasked with
drawing up a housing production plan for the city
that would create a path to open new housing oppor-
tunities to alleviate current market pressures. The
proposed plan will also review issues of citywide
parking and urban renewal plans, create a new eco-
nomic development plan for the city, and strengthen
the city’s redevelopment plans, especially after a re-
cent construction project highlighted breakdowns in
interdepartmental communications and project
oversight in the city.
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FBI warned
agencies of Iran’s
threat to U.S.

Kristina Cooke and Ted Hesson
REUTERS

WASHINGTON - The FBIwarned U.S. state and lo-
cal law enforcement of an elevated threat posed by
Iran’s government to targets in the United States last
month even as the White House sought to downplay
the likelihood of an attack, a law enforcement intelli-
gence report reviewed by Reuters shows.

In the March 20 report, the FBI and
other federal intelligence agencies
cautioned that the Iranian govern-
ment “poses a persistent threat” to
U.S. military and government person-
nel and buildings, Jewish and Israeli
institutions, and Iranian dissidents in
the United States.

Despite those warnings, the FBI
and National Counterterrorism Center had not iden-
tified broad threats to the American public, the report
said.

President Donald Trump publicly has minimized

Trump
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TRANSFORM YOUR BATHROOM

Your dream bathroom is within reach. We offer a wide variety of
custom layouts, color options, finishes, and accessories to choose
from. Design your perfect shower, bath, or walk-in bath with help
from one of our expert product specialists.

Our unparalleled, hassle-free KOHLER bath remodel process is
STRESS-FREE, ensuring it doesn’t take weeks to complete.

Ia thewlndow CALL NOW TO GET STARTED ON YOUR PROJECT
a renuity company 351 -221 -8243

TRUSTED BY HOMEOWNERS SINCE 2000

*Ask for details. Minimum purchase may be required. (1) Valid for new appointments 3/1/2026 to 5/15/2026. Not
valid with any other offer or previous purchase. (2) Financing is available with minimum purchase and approved
credit. All financing is provided by unaffiliated third-party lenders. Price and payments may vary based on products
and time of purchase. (3) Licensed and insured MHIC #138722 CT HIC #0669113 RI GC-34045 NH ID 459494 VT
174.0000357 ME #0CR16055. Offers are subject to change without notice until the time of purchase.

56525"10371

Volume 223 | No. 71
To subscribe 978-630-1200
©2026 $1.25



