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METHUEN — The city is moving forward 
with an initiative to turn three city-owned 
properties into low to moderate income hous-
ing with a preference for seniors, veterans 
and residents.

The Pleasant Valley, at 180 Pleasant Valley 
St., and Currier School, at 36 Boylston St., 
buildings as well as a property at 30 Rail-
road St. may be hitting the market after the 
council gave initial approval to surplus the 
land this week.

Mayor D.J. Beauregard has committed to 
using the proceeds for the sales of at least 
the two shuttered schools to help fund infra-
structure improvements in the district’s 
aging, but still operational buildings.

Despite the milestone though, the projects 
are still far from approved and it’s unclear 
how councilors will vote later on in the 
process.

Beauregard hopes the plan addresses two 
of the community’s major needs.

“Anytime I am at the senior center you 
hear people clamoring for more opportuni-
ties for more affordable housing so that folks 
can stay here,” he said. “Folks don’t want to 
leave.”

To be sold and redeveloped, each prop-
erty will need to go through a bidding pro-
cess, requiring further council approval 
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NORTH ANDOVER — A local boutique 
winery’s plan to expand its parking is on hold 
amid growing concerns from its neighbors 
about the farm’s intentions to host larger 
events.

An application for a limited site plan review 
modification to change the approved parking 
plan at Marble Ridge Farm to increase the 
number of parking spaces from 35 to 60 was 
withdrawn, without prejudice, at the Plan-
ning Board’s Tuesday meeting

Marble Ridge Farm, 11 Marbleridge Road, 
is in a residential zoning district and includes 
a winery with a tasting room and lodging 
options.

William DiAdamo, an attorney for Mar-
ble Ridge, made the move after first looking 
to continue the public hearing by a month 
and after community members voiced their 
concerns with the proposal. The withdrawal 
allows the winery to apply again when it’s 
ready as a continuance on the initial appli-
cation would have given the Planning Board 
a short window to make a decision with 
another month’s delay.

Mable Ridge Winery and Marble Ridge 
Farm owner Elbridge “Brig” Leland submit-
ted the modification after its discussion at 
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BOSTON — Incumbent Sen. 
Ed Markey pushed back on 
claims that he’s too old to run for 
reelection in a fiery debate with 
younger challenger Rep. Seth 
Moulton Wednesday, where the 
two veteran lawmakers squared 
off on the issues with less than 
two months until the Democratic 
primary.

During the hour-long live-
streamed debate, hosted by 
WWLP 22News, the two ham-
mered away over who had the 
best plans for lowering the 
cost of living and pushing back 
against the Trump administra-
tion’s divisive policies.

M o u l t o n ,  a  s i x - t e r m 

congressman challenging Mar-
key in the Sept. 1 Democratic pri-
mary, said while he “respects” 
Markey’s 50 years of public ser-
vice, he believes voters want a 
change in leadership.

“This is not about being criti-
cal of age,” Moulton, 47, said in 
remarks. “It’s about the fact that 
we need new ideas and a new 
playbook. We need new plans 
and new leadership.”

But Markey, 79, said he is 
ready to return to Washington 
for another six years, regardless 
of his age.

“This is the most energized 
I’ve ever been, fighting Donald 
Trump’s agenda to undermine 
families all across our country,” 
the three-term senator said in 
remarks. “And I lead that fight 

on the Senate floor.”
He argued that he is better 

positioned than Moulton — who 
would be a freshman senator if 
elected in November — to divert 

money and resources back to the 
state as a ranking member on 
several key Senate committees if 

By Jonah Frangiosa
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HAVERHILL — The kids 
were treated to free arcade 
games, cotton candy and 
tacos over the Fourth of July 
weekend, but not before cool-
ing off, courtesy of their local 
firefighters.

In a holiday weekend initia-
tive designed to bring smiles 
back to families, the Haverhill 
YMCA partnered with state 
and local leaders to provide 
60 children with vouchers to 
Joe’s Playland and Sin-a-loa 
Tacos in Salisbury.

State Reps. Andy Vargas 
and Ryan Hamilton, Sens. 
Barry Finegold and Pavel 
Payano and Mayor Melinda 
Barrett organized the event in 
response to the recent sewer 
force main break in Haver-
hill, which led to wastewa-
ter being discharged into the 
Merrimack River and affected 
beach communities and busi-
nesses downstream like 

Salisbury.
“From the community of 

Haverhill to the community of 
Salisbury, thank you for your 
patience and understanding 
during our infrastructure fail-
ure,” Barrett said. “We hope 
this small gesture helps.”

Haverhill YMCA Regional 

Executive Director Tracy Fuller 
said that while the YMCA 
remained closed for the federal 
holiday, staff opened the build-
ing so families could pick up 
the vouchers.

The vouchers included 
$20 for Joe’s Playland and 
another $20 for Sin-a-loa 

Tacos. They were valid from 
July 3 through July 5 and were 
distributed on a first-come, 
first-served basis at the com-
munity center.

Vargas described the waste-
water discharge into the river 
as a “devastating incident,” but 
shared his gratitude toward 
Barrett and the Haverhill Pub-
lic Works Department for their 
response during the crisis.

He said legislators and 
local officials have par-
ticipated in several ongo-
ing whole-of-government 
meetings convened by Gov. 
Maura Healey, along with the 
Department of Environmen-
tal Protection, Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
and the Division of Marine 
Fisheries, throughout the 
repair process.

“This incident has not only 
been costly for our commu-
nity, but also for our sur-
rounding neighbors who may 

Cooling off
Haverhill, YMCA shared vouchers with 60 families

HAVERHILL YMCA/Courtesy photos
The Haverhill Fire Department sprayed a fire engine’s hose overhead a crowd of campers to cool them off.

The Haverhill Fire Department personnel spray a fire 
engine’s hose overhead to help a crowd of campers to cool 
them off during recent sweltering summer temperatures.
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