
SATURDAY-SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 - 16, 2025 | HOUMATODAY.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Volume 147 | No. 270
Subscribe: 985-857-2222.
©2025 $2.00 QJAJJE-12007v

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
houmatoday.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and
sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

Former Republican Louisiana
House Speaker Clay Schexnayder has
been indicted on a felony theft charge
for allegedly stealing a cypress board
once displayed in the state Capitol.
Schexnayder, who served three

terms in the House including his final
four years as speaker, was indicted by
a Baton Rouge grand jury in a case
brought by Republican Attorney Gen-
eral Liz Murrill. He also was indicted
on a charge of malfeasance in office.
“You don’t get to keep state proper-

ty; it doesn’t belong to you,” Murrill
said in a statement to USA Today Net-
work after the indictment was re-
turned Oct. 12.
The indictment describes the cy-

press board as a “rare Louisiana state
artifact.” It was displayed in the Capi-
tol until about 12 years ago.
Schexnayder told USA Today Net-

work he thought state officials picked
up theboardwhen theycollectedother
state property from his former
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Louisiana U.S. Sens. Bill Cassidy and
John Kennedy are pressuring Walmart
and other major grocery store chains to
curb “radioactive” shrimp imports and
boost domestic shrimp options for con-
sumers.
Cassidy and Kennedy wrote joint let-

ters to the CEOs of Wal-Mart, Kroger
and Albertsons following a series of re-
calls of imported shrimp that may have
been exposed to the chemical element
cesium-137 that emits radiation as it
breaks down.
“Despite these numerous concerns,

[you] continue to sell imported shrimp
at your stores, rather than support do-
mestic fisheries that offer a safer prod-
uct while supporting small American
businesses,” the Louisiana senators
wrote in letters delivered Nov. 7.
Louisiana fisherman Acy Cooper,

president of the Louisiana Shrimp As-
sociation, said cheap imports that pose
potential health concerns are threaten-
ing the domestic industry’s future and a
way of life passed down through gener-
ations.
Cooper said his top priority is advo-

cating for a federal law that requires
more prominent labeling for imported
shrimp similar to a Louisiana law that
requires the country of origin to be

printed on the front of packaging with
larger print.
“It’s we can’t get that we’re not go-

ing to make it,” Cooper said in an in-
terview with USA Today Network.
Cooper bought his first shrimping

vessel, an old wooden flatboat, when
he was 15.
Cooper followed his father and

grandfather before him into the rich
gumbo Gulf of America waters from
the fishing community of Venice on
the coast of southern Louisiana.
Today Cooper and his family oper-

ate two Laffite skiffs — one 35-footer
and one 30-footer — docked in the
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The annual blessing of the shrimp fleet is an important part of the Delcambre Shrimp Festival.
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Fryer Leg Quarters, Pork Steaks,
Fryer Wings, Reg. Ground Beef,

Center Cut Pork Chops, USDA Select
Ribeye Steak, Food Club Reg. Sliced Bacon,
70-90 Ct. Louisiana Select Peeled Shrimp

and MANY MORE!

Ribeye Steak, Food Club Reg. Sliced Bacon, 

Discover more at addressUSA.com

Rates are down, and
the market’s heating up
Whether you’re buying or selling a home,
this is the time to act. Don’t miss out.

Scan this code for a free valuation and the insight
you need to plan your next step.

Know your home’s value. Thenmake your move.

Looking to take a beautiful road trip
through Louisiana?
Road trips are a great way to enjoy

the natural scenery of an area, as well
as a funway to experienceunique local
attractions.
Suchdrivesmaybebest takenwith-

in the Southern U.S., as winding roads
lead you among sprawling forests,
peaceful pastures, meandering rivers
and structures from the past.
In order to help travelers find the

perfect drive to embarkon,WorldAtlas
has compiled a list of the most scenic
drives in the South.
Here's which drive in Louisiana is
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Recently, Louisiana Governor Jeff
Landry called on Louisiana State Uni-
versity to erect a statue in honor of de-
ceased right-wing political activist

Charlie Kirk. “There is no better warrior
for free speech than Charlie Kirk, and
we must continue his legacy on every
campus in America,” says Landry in a
video posted to his Facebook. OnNov. 5,
the LSU Student Senate voted against
placing a statue of Kirk on the univer-
sity’s campus.
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The LSU Student Senate is com-
prised of student senators who have
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