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Officials investigate FL
jet crash that killed 9
NEWS, 2A

TheU.S.Attorney’sOffice for theWest-
ern District of Louisiana and the The De-
partment of Justice (DOJ) Civil Rights Di-
visionannouncedplansonOct. 21to over-
see federal votingprotectionsandaddress
potential election-related violations in
Louisiana.

Thisinitiativeispartofanationwideef-
fort,withtheDOJplanningtodeploy1,000
personnel as election monitors across the
U.S. for the2026midtermelections.

TheDOJ’sCivilRightsDivisionroutine-
ly monitors election-day activities, utiliz-

ingeitherDOJpersonnelorfederalobserv-
ers,throughoutthecountrytohelpobserve
andassesscompliancewith federalvoting
rightsand laws.

TheU.S.Attorney’sOffice for theWest-
ern District of Louisiana says it will work
with federal, state and local election part-
ners to enforce federal election lawswhile
protecting the right of every legal voter to
cast a ballot without intimidation or ob-
struction, says the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for theWesternDistrict ofLouisiana.

The scale of electionmonitoringwill be
larger for this year’s midterms than
previously, with 612 more monitors to be

Election monitors sent to LA
DOJ sends many more than in previous years

Presley Bo Tyler
Shreveport Times
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See MONITORS, Page 3A
The DOJ is sending 1,000 election monitors across the country, many more than
in previous years. GETTY IMAGES

Niche has identified the best places
foryoungprofessionalstolive,providing
acomprehensiveassessmentofkeyfac-
tors thatare important foryoungprofes-
sionals.

In the ranking, Niche takes into ac-
countdetails likeemployment,nightlife,
entertainment, cost of living, commute
anddiversity.

Whytheseare the5bestplaces for
youngprofessionals to live in
Louisiana for2026

Here are the five best cities in Louisi-
ana for young professionals, according
toNiche,basedonthenumberofmillen-
nial residents, job opportunities, aswell
asaccesstobars,restaurantsandafford-
ablehousing.

1.Metairie

Metairieisthebestcityforyoungpro-
fessionals to live in Louisiana, as many
young professionals and retirees live
here. This city has a population of
139,729 and offers residents an urban
suburban mix feel. It is highly rated for
families, diversity, nightlife and public
schools.Here, themedianhomevalue is
$327,500 and the median rent is $1,175,
according toNiche.

2.NewOrleans

NewOrleans is the secondbest place
for young professionals in Louisiana,
with many families and young profes-
sionals livinghere. Ithasapopulationof
371,853 and it offers residents a dense
suburban feel. The city ranks highly for
diversity, commute, outdoor activities
and nightlife. The median home value
here is $315,700 and the median rent is
$1,251.

3. Lafayette

The third best city for young profes-
sionals in Louisiana is Lafayette, with

See PROFESSIONALS, Page 3A

5 best cities
for young
professionals
in the state
ranked
Presley Bo Tyler
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The midterms will change Washing-
ton. They already have.

Even before the votes are counted,
the 2026 campaign has focused griev-
ances against President Don-
ald Trump, shuffled the politi-
cal map, opened a door for
Democratic Socialists, surged opposi-
tion to data centers, let 2028 presiden-
tial hopefuls test the waters and dem-
onstrated the record-setting reach of
billionaires’ bucks − and also their lim-
its.

Straight ahead is the main event:
Who wins?

“You know, a midterm is usually not
that exciting,” Trump told reporters as

he left Joint BaseAndrewsonOct. 27 for
a final campaign swing to Texas. “This
has become very exciting.”

The results are expected to reset
power in the nation’s capital, giving
Democrats control of the House of Rep-
resentatives and with that the ability to

pass legislation, convene hear-
ings, issue subpoenas and im-
peach.

The nonpartisan Cook Political Re-
port as of Oct. 29 rated 220 House dis-
tricts as favoring Democratic candi-
dates, more than enough to claim the
218-seat majority. If the 17 contests that
remain too close to call swing the Dem-
ocrats’ way, they could rival the solid
235-seat majority they won in the

MIDTERMS WILL
RESHAPE POLITICS

Election
coverage
For the most
updated election
news, visit
usatoday.com or
the Nation & World
Extra section, a
subscriber-only
feature in your
eNewspaper.

ELECTIONS
2026

ANALYSIS

Susan Page
USA TODAY

See MIDTERMS, Page 2A

Vote today
Polls are open
until 8 p.m.
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