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The2026FarmBill passedby theU.S.
House includes new seafood provisions
aimed at giving commercial fishermen
and shrimpers greater access to federal
agriculture programs.

The bill, which nowmoves to theU.S.
Senate, includes an amendment by U.S.
Rep. Nancy Mace, R-S.C., to codify the
newly established Office of Seafood
within the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. USDA announced the office earlier
this month, saying it would help sea-
food producers, processors and cultiva-
tors better navigate federal programs,
grants, loans and market-development
resources.

“American shrimpers and seafood
producers have not received federal
agency support for marketing and their
operations that have been historically
made available to farmers and ranch-
ers,” the Southern Shrimp Alliance
wrote in a statement. “TheOfficeof Sea-

food’s sole responsibility is to better in-
tegrate seafood into USDA programs
and align seafood policy across agen-
cies, permanently supporting American
fishermen, ‘the farmers of the sea.’”

The House-passed bill also includes
a shrimp trade provision requiring the
U.S. Government Accountability Office
to report to Congress within 180 days of
enactment on policy options available
to the agriculture secretary to boost the
competitiveness of domestic shrimp in
global and domestic markets.

The reportwould have to analyzeUS-
DA’s authority over shrimp and other
seafood products, domestic seafood
producers’ access to financial-support
programs, and ways to improve coordi-
nation among federal agencies on tar-
iffs, market-access policies and other
tradebarriers. Itwould also requireGAO
to identify legal or trade barriers affect-
ing U.S. shrimp and seafood production
that could be challenged through the
World Trade Organization or under bi-
lateral ormultilateral trade agreements.

The provisions come as shrimpers
and other seafood producers have ar-
gued they face unfair foreign competi-
tionwhile being left out ofmany feder-
al supports available to land-based ag-
riculture.

Mace said in an April 27 statement
that the amendments are intended to
give South Carolina’s commercial
shrimping and fishing industries
“long-overdue federal support.” Her
office said the package would extend
USDA loan and grant programs to fish-
ermen and fish processors, establish
the seafood office in law, expand mar-
ket access for wild-caught American
seafood and block U.S. taxpayer dol-
lars from supporting foreign shrimp
operations through international fi-
nancial institutions.

“Washington has ignored the hard-
working men and women who keep
South Carolina’s coastal economy
alive for far too long,” Mace said. “The

Bill aims to protect
shrimpers, fishermen

An assortment of fresh shrimp and shellfish is displayed on ice at a seafood market.
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BATON ROUGE — A bill holding
adults legally responsible if children
gain access to a loaded firearmwas re-
jected 6-3 by a House committee this
week.

House Bill 586, by Rep. Vincent Cox
III, R-Gretna, would have criminalized
leaving a loaded firearm where chil-
dren could access it, potentially harm-
ing themselves or others, failed in the
House Administration of Criminal
Justice Committee

“I believe that HB 586 is common
sense and responsibility without re-
stricting Second Amendment rights,”
Cox said.

Ashlyn Carraway, whose 13-year-
old son Noah died due to his friend ac-
cidentally shooting him at a sleepover
in 2011, spoke in support of the bill’s
goals of child safety.

“We try our absolute best to keep
them safe in every other way that we
can,” Carraway said. “Why would this
be any different?”

Even though her son learned gun
safety, Carraway said his knowledge
did not save him, and therewas no law
inplace to hold the friend’s parents ac-
countable for the death. Noah’s friend

Firearm
safety bill
rejected

Civil rights leaders and groups re-
sponded to the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Wednesday ruling to strikedownLoui-
siana’s congressional map, saying the
decision dismantles the state’s second
majority-Black district and weakens
Black voting power across the state.

In a statement to the Times, All
Streets All People (ASAP), a Shreve-
port-based community organizing and
grassroots organization, said the Call-
ais decision is a reminder of some-
thing everyday people across North
Louisianaalreadyknow—thesystems
that govern our lives are not neutral —
and they do not move unless we move
them.

The organization said for far too
long, decisions that shape their com-
munities — schools, resources, politi-
cal power — have been made without
us, or in ways that dilute our voice
whenwedoshowup.Theysaid thede-
cision does not exist in isolation. It sits
inside a larger pattern where power is
protected, access is managed, and the
people most impacted are expected to
accept less.

“This is exactly the gapwe are orga-
nizing to close,” said Omari Ho-Sang,
executive director of All Streets All
People. “You cannot ask people to de-
fend a democracy they don’t feel while
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Louisianavoters remainable to cast a
ballot in their U.S. House races during
early voting, but those votes won’t be
counted because the elections were
canceled.

Republican Louisiana Gov. Jeff Lan-
dry canceled the U.S. House elections
April 30 after the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled on April 29 that the state’s con-
gressional map was unconstitutional

because the Black-majority 2nd District
boundaries are a racial gerrymander.

“Allowing elections to proceed under
an unconstitutional map would under-
mine the integrity of our system and vi-
olate the rights of our voters,” Landry
said in a statement.

Early voting beganMay 2 for theMay
16 election that still includes active
statewide elections for U.S. senator and
five proposed amendments to the Loui-
sianaConstitution aswell as local races.

But Secretary of State Nancy Landry,
the state’s chief elections officer, said

the timing of the decision to suspend
the U.S. House races prevented them
from being removed from the ballot in
both early voting booths and mail-in
ballots that had been sent to voters be-
fore the Supreme Court decision.

“While the U.S. House races will re-
main on voters’ ballots, any votes cast
in those races will not be counted,” the
secretary of state said in a statement.

Early voters are greeted with signs
notifying them of the change with the
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