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LSU’s Perkins plans
to enter NFL Draft
SPORTS, 1B

Shreveport attorney Alexander Van
Hook was sworn in as the newest fed-
eral judge on the Western District
Court of Louisiana on Tuesday and
was on the benchWednesdaymorning
with a docket full of cases.
“I’m ready to roll up my sleeves and

get to work,” Van Hook said in an in-
terview with the USA Today Network.
But before his first full day on the

job, VanHook took in themoment Jan.
13 as Judge Donald Walter and Van
Hook’s wife, Patricia, also an attorney,
administered the oath in the Tom
Stagg Court House with the couple’s
son and daughter looking on.
“I want to thank Sen. JohnKennedy

and President Trump for givingme the
honor of a lifetime to serve as a United
States district judge inmyhometown,”
Van Hook said. “I really can’t find the
words for it.”
Van Hook, who had most recently

served as Acting U.S. Attorney, was
confirmedby theU.S. Senate on Jan. 8.
Trump signed his commission Jan. 12.
Hewas nominated by Trump, while

Kennedy advanced his nomination on

Shreveport
attorney
sworn in
as federal
judge
Greg Hilburn
Shreveport Times

USA TODAY NETWORK

See ATTORNEY, Page 3A

around diminishing student enroll-
ment, improving communication with
the public and more. The school board
has two weeks to consider the options
and call the candidates with follow-up
questions. Asked their opinion after the
meeting, board members said this was
going to be a tough decision.
“I thought we had five good candi-

dates. I was impressed by all five of
them,” School Board Member Michael
Lagardesaid. “Iwouldputone local can-
didate first, and one outside candidate
as second.”
School Board President Dane Voisin

saidmembers of the public interested in
voicing their opinions about the candi-
dates should contact the school board
members. Board members’ names,
phone numbers and email addresses

Terrebonne Parish is hungry to know
more about the five candidates for
school superintendent. Board members
say all are qualified.
Fifty people sat in the school board

meeting, and more than 9,000 viewers
watched the online stream as the Terre-
bonne Parish School Board interviewed
five candidates for the district’s next su-
perintendent Jan. 13. Each candidate
gaveanopening statement tellingmem-
bers about themselves and what their
planswere for the future of Terrebonne.
Three of the candidates are current

employees of the district, and two were
from out-of-state. Questions focused

can be found here: https://
www.tpsd.org/board/members.
The candidates varied in their ap-

proach.The three candidates currently
employedwithin the school district of-
ten cited specific examples of areas to
improve. The two candidates coming
from other states brought innovative
approaches to questions posed by the
school board.
The candidates themselves brought

different leadership styles to the posi-
tion.Marcus Jackson said hewould be
at the school board’s command.
“I do what I am told to do,” he said.
Mark Torbert said the superinten-

dent position requires room to
breathe.

See CANDIDATES, Page 3A

TERREBONNE SUPERINTENDENT SELECTION

Candidates draw
large online audience

Three local candidates for Terrebonne Parish Superintendent wait together in the lobby of the school board, Tuesday,
January 13. Left to right: Cory Butler, Sandra LaRose, and Mark Torbert. The vote and selection will take place during a
public meeting Feb. 3. COLIN CAMPO HOUMA COURIER/THIBODAUX DAILY COMET

Colin Campo
Houma Courier-Thibodaux Daily Comet

USA TODAY NETWORK

Louisiana’s Interstate 10 Atchafa-
laya Basin Bridge connecting Acadi-
ana’s Lafayette to the state capital Ba-
ton Rouge isn’t crumbling into the
swamp, contrary to a viral social
media video showing the columns of
an unidentified bridge near collapse.
The state’s transportation depart-

ment and Gov. Jeff Landry reiterated
that the images shown in the social
media postweren’t the18-mile Atchaf-
alaya Bridge.
“We are aware of a viral video circu-

lating on social media showing what
has been alleged as crumbling support
columns on a bridge.” the Louisiana
Department of Transportation said
Jan. 14 in a post onX. “Wewant to clar-
ify that this bridge is NOT in Louisi-
ana.”
Landry shared the transportation

department’s post on his X account
Wednesday.
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During the beginning of 2026, Gam-
eStop is closing a number of stores in
various states in an effort to reduce
costs and adapt to changing shopping
habits.
On Dec. 9, GameStop said in a third-

quarter earnings report that it already
closed 590 stores in the U.S., Fast Com-
pany reported.
While the video game retailer has not

released an official list of stores thatwill
close, a circulating list compiled from
customer emails and in-store signage
suggests nearly 200more GameStop lo-

cations will close.

Why is GameStop closing some
stores in Louisiana in 2026?

Approximately13GameStop stores in
Louisiana are expected to close during
the month of January, according to an
unofficial list.
In a filing to the Securities and Ex-

changeCommission (SEC) inDecember,
GameStop reiterated its plan to close a
significant number of additional stores
during its 2025 fiscal year, with the fis-
cal year ending on Jan. 31, 2026, accord-
ing to Fast Company.
These closures come at a time when

brick-and-mortar video game retail is

threatened by the rise of digital game
downloads within the gaming indus-
try.

GameStop stores that have
closed or are closing in Louisiana

h Baton Rouge: O’Neal Lane S.C.,
2060 O’Neal Ln. (closed on Jan. 7)

h Broussard: Sugarcrest Center, 219
St. Nazaire St. (closing on Jan. 14)

h Covington: Stirling Covington
S.C., 69240 Hwy. 21(closing on Jan. 14)

h Crowley: Walmart Plaza, 725 Odd
Fellows Rd. (closed on Jan. 7)

h Houma: Southland Mall, 5953 W.
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