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Louisiana landed the top economic
development mega prize in the U.S. for
the second straight year with its $6 bil-
lion Hyundai steel mill project, accord-
ing to Business Facilities magazine.

Business Facilities’named theHyun-
dai project in Ascension Parish as its
“Platinum Deal of the Year” in 2025,
which follows the same recognition in
2024 for the $25 billion plus Meta data
center in Richland Parish.

It’s the fi�rst time any state has won
the “Platinum Deal of the Year” in con-
secutive years.

Republican Gov. Jeff� Landry said the
state has “set a new standard for our-
selves and the nation”withwhat his ad-
ministration says is now $80 billion or
more of industrial investment under

way in Louisiana.
“Louisiana is a force in the industries

that power America’s economy,” Landry
said in statement. “Our workforce, our
business climate and our commitment
to growth are giving companies every
reason to invest here with confi�dence.
Louisiana is rising to meet themoment,
and the nation is taking notice.”

Both the Hyundai and Meta projects
have been publicly recognized by Presi-
dent Trump with the Hyundai deal an-
nounced at the White House in March
2025.

Trump credited his tariff�s with help-
ing convince Hyundai to build its steel
mill in Louisiana.

“Get ready. This investment is a clear
demonstration that tariff�s very strongly
work,” Trump said in the Roosevelt
Room of the White House, surrounded
by House leaders, Landry and car exec-
utives in March. “They’ll be making

their cars here in America.”
Hyundai Steel is building the plant

on a 1,700-acre site in Donaldsonville.
The project is expected to generate
more than 5,400 job opportunities in
the Capital Region, according to Loui-
siana Economic Development.

“Back-to-back Platinum Deal of the
Year wins signal an undeniable shift
for Louisiana,” Landry’s economic de-
velopment Secretary Susan Bourgeois
said. “We’ve moved from aspiration to
achievement, building a climate
where world-class projects choose
Louisiana because they know we can
deliver. This recognition affi�rms that
Louisiana has entered a new era of
competitiveness and success for our
state.”

Greg Hilburn covers state politics
for the USA TODAY Network of Louisi-
ana. Follow him on Twitter @GregHil-
burn1.

U.S. President Donald Trump and Louisiana Governor Jeff Landry attend an event with Hyundai executives in the
Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington, DC. GETTY IMAGES
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Louisiana’s approach to expanding
high-speed internet access is being rec-
ognized on the national stage.

Recently, The Wall Street Journal
highlighted the state as a model for re-
ducing costs while accelerating broad-
band deployment.

In a recent editorial, the Journal

pointed to Louisiana as a case study in
how streamlined regulations and effi�-
cient program design can signifi�cantly
lower the cost of connecting house-
holds and businesses to high-speed in-
ternet.

According to the Journal, Louisiana
sharply reduced its average cost per
connection after adopting updated fed-
eral guidance.

“The average cost for each new
household or business connected in

Louisiana fell to $3,943 from $5,245,”
The Wall Street Journal reported.

The editorial credited fewer proce-
dural requirements and increased pri-
vate-sector participation as key factors
allowing states like Louisiana to stretch
taxpayer dollars further while expand-
ing access, particularly in rural and un-
derserved areas.

Louisiana’s broadband strategy has

LA broadband savings
could mean more access
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Louisiana’s Lunch Winfi�eld
here to stay for 2026 season
SPORTS, 1B

Louisianapop culture fanswill have
a front-row seat to Hollywood history
this January as FAN EXPO New Or-
leans returns with more than 150 pan-
els, celebrity appearances and interac-
tive experiences at the Ernest N. Mo-
rial Convention Center.

Running Jan. 9–11, the three-day
event features major fi�lm, television,
gaming, anime and cosplay program-
ming — including a rare “Lord of the
Rings” reunionmarking 25 years of the
franchise.

Among themost anticipated events
is “An Evening with the Hobbits” on
Saturday night, featuring ElijahWood,
Sean Astin, Billy Boyd and Dominic
Monaghan together on stage. Thepan-
el already is generating buzz statewide
as a once-in-a-generationmoment for
fans of the fantasy epic.

Other high-profi�le
highlights include:

h John Cena live on Saturday after-
noon

h Hayden Christensen special ex-
perience on Friday night

h Comics Xplosion, a live art show-
down hosted Friday evening in down-
town New Orleans

From the show’s opening at 3 p.m.

See EXPO, Page 2A
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The Louisiana Department of
Health released themostpopular baby
names in the state for 2025,withNoah
and Amelia ranking as the top choices
for newborns.

According to provisional birth cer-
tifi�cate data collected by theCenter for
Vital Records and Statistics, 214 boys
born in LouisianawerenamedNoah in
2025, making it the most popular
boy’s name. Amelia topped the list for
girls, with 191 babies receiving the
name.

What are the top 10 baby names
in Louisiana for 2025?

The top names, by ranking (boy,
girl):

1. Noah, Amelia
2. Liam, Charlotte

What are the
most popular
baby names
in 2025?
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