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On Sept. 12, LFT Fiber officially celebrated its new downtown location. Louisiana’s only community-owned, 100%
fiber-optic provider, LFT Fiber will be able to reach and connect with more in the community at its new home.
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Lafayette celebrates
vibrant 2025

New restaurants, businesses fuel city’s growth

Aaron Gonsoulin
Lafayette Daily Advertiser
USA TODAY NETWORK

From beloved local flavors to
community services and specialty
shops, Lafayette’s business landscape
saw a vibrant surge of new openings in
2025, signaling continued economic
growth and entrepreneurial spirit in
Acadiana.

Culinary delights and eateries
take center stage

One of the year’s most exciting arriv-
als is Sarrica’s Little Italy, the longtime
favorite Italian food truck turned full-
service restaurant. After outgrowing its
food truck and pop-up spots, the family-
run Sicilian eatery officially opened its
doors on Ambassador Caffery Parkway
in January, bringing authentic Italian

cuisine — with ingredients imported
from Sicily — to Lafayette diners.

Other notable food and beverage
additions in 2025 include:

e Park Bistro, serving desserts and
New American classics, is quickly be-
coming a local favorite.

e Toasted Baguette, a new sand-
wich shop, delights lunch crowds in

See VIBRANT, Page 2A

New concepts

Aaron Gonsoulin
Lafayette Daily Advertiser
USA TODAY NETWORK

Lafayette is known nationwide for its
Cajun and Creole cooking, but there’s
always room to expand the menu.

Even as Acadiana’s restaurant scene
grows, several culinary styles remain

NEW VINYL
SIDING:

A GIFT THAT LASTS.

NEVER Paint Again!

could enrich culinary scene

largely absent — concepts that could
add new depth to the city’s established
food culture.

True Korean BBQ Experience
Lafayette has more Asian-inspired

eateries than ever, but the city still lacks
a full-scale Korean BBQ restaurant with

tabletop grills, marinated meats and
an interactive dining setup.

Authentic East African Cuisine

Ethiopian and East African cuisine
— known for injera, slow-simmered

See CULINARY, Page 2A
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Inside
LA’s $10B
Al data
center

Greg Hilburn
Shreveport Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

Louisiana has finalized details on
another $10 billion data center, this
one from Hut 8 in West Feliciana Par-
ish.,

Hut 8, which develops and operates
an integrated portfolio of power, digi-
tal infrastructure and compute assets,
said more than 1,000 construction
workers will be on site of its River Bend
artificial intelligence (AI) data center
campus at its peak.

Anthropic, an artificial intelligence
company whose flagship chatbot is
Claude, has signed a long-term deal to
use the facility, Hut 8 and the state an-
nounced Dec. 17.

“It’s a transformational and genera-
tional project for our parish and re-
gion,” West Feliciana Parish President
Kenny Havard said in an interview

See DATA, Page 2A

Driving laws
to know in
Louisiana

lan Robinson
Shreveport Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

From cellphone use to lane passage,
expanded drivinglaws in Louisiana are
changing what motorists can and can-
not do behind the wheel.

Hands-Free Phone Law

Drivers can no longer hold or use a
phone orhandheld device while driving
including texting or browsing apps.

Left lane driving

Drivers can get pulled over driving
under the posted speed limit in the left
lane, unless they’re actively passing.
Fines start at $150 and can rise with re-
peat offenses.

See DRIVING, Page 2A
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Tired of the

P p and
it’s time for New Vinyl Siding.

STEP INTO THE NEW YEAR
IN A HOME THAT FEELS BRAND NEW

on your home’s exterior? Then

| REQUIRED

| MINIMUM PURCHASE

MONTHS*

NO INTEREST AND |
NO PAYMENTS |

*WAC, 12 MONTHS, NO INTEREST, NO PAYMENT, 9.99% THEREAFTER

Making upgrades to your home is the gift that keeps on giving. Enhances
curb appeal, lowers energy costs, and shields your home from the elements.

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!
HTTP://JIMOLIVIER.USATDEAL.COM/

337-541 2505

No Pressure.

Just Honest
Prices.

LOCAL, FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS
FLEXIBLE FINANCING PLANS
FREE FRIENDLY CONSULTATIONS

JIM OLIVIER'S / l

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ROOFING k LOUISIANA
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Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
theadvertiser.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and

sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!
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