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BY AIDAN McCAHILL
Staff writer

Scooter Trosclair punches 
his airboat through a soil 
patch into an opening of 
brackish marsh. As the boat 
cuts through bitter cold-
front air, there’s an erup-
tion of fluttering wings. He’s 
gliding through Rockefeller 
Wildlife Refuge, 26.5 miles 
of protected Gulf coastline 
in Cameron Parish, that dur-
ing the winter, becomes one 
of the state’s densest water-
fowl populations — home to 
around 200,000 ducks, geese 
and coots.

It’s mid-March, and the 
chorus of quacks is small 
compared with a few months 
before. Most of the mallards, 
pintails, white-fronted geese 
and snow geese have gone 
north for spring, though 
many blue-winged teal, mot-
tled and black-bellied whis-
tling ducks remain.

“Usually this whole flat, 
the sky will be black,” said 
Trosclair. “January, Decem-
ber, you couldn’t put another 
bird in here.”

Among Trosclair’s most 
daunting tasks as the Rock-
efeller program manager is 
protecting it from coastal 
erosion and land loss. Since 
the 1910s, when Tabasco heir 
E.A. McIlhenny purchased 
the land and sold it to the 
Rockefeller Foundation, the 
refuge has lost more than 
15,000 acres to the Gulf.

Trosclair, 50, grew up in 
surrounding Grand Chenier. 
He began working on the 
refuge in high school and has 
seen the area devastated by 
hurricanes: Rita in 2005, Ike 

TRACKING  
HABITATS
In Cameron Parish, Rockefeller
Wildlife Refuge fights to protect
waterfowl, but is losing ground

ABOVE: Paul 
Link, a research 
program manager 
with the Louisiana 
Department of 
Wildlife and 
Fisheries, dumps 
rice as bait for 
blue-winged 
teal ducks at 
Rockefeller Wildlife 
Refuge.  
LEFT: An American 
coot skips across 
the water on  
March 17.
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Birds take flight at Rockefeller Refuge in Grand Chenier on March 17. Researchers at the Cameron Parish refuge track 
the movement of ducks and geese, many of which are experiencing population decline. But the refuge itself is vanishing.
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BY HALEY MILLER
Staff writer

Louisiana last week became the latest 
state to join a burgeoning trend in higher 
education: the three-year bachelor’s degree.

The credential, shortened to “AccB,” is 
more than an associate degree, yet it re-
quires 30 fewer hours in the classroom than 
a traditional bachelor’s degree. It has been 
described by the state’s higher education 
leaders as “efficient,” “lean” and “respon-
sive” to industry as well as the evolving ex-
pectations placed on colleges and universi-
ties.

“Students can get to work a year faster,” 
said Liz Beard, provost and vice chancellor 
for academic affairs at LSU at Alexandria, 
where Louisiana’s first two degrees in the 
accelerated model will be offered. “That’s a 
cost saving. That’s being respectful of our 
students and our graduates’ time and the 
commitment it takes to be a full-time stu-
dent.”

The Louisiana Board of Regents approved 
Tuesday the addition of the stripped-down 
bachelor’s to its list of degrees. It is part of 
ongoing conversations between lawmakers, 
universities and the Regents about how to 
make higher education more aligned with la-
bor market demand and guarantee students 
jobs — and strong wages — after graduation.

“We talked a lot today about how impor-
tant it is that, as an enterprise, higher ed-
ucation is able to provide the workforce 
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BY ALYSE PFEIL
Staff writer

Major gambling scandals and reports of 
threats against athletes have led to renewed 
questions about the effects of sports betting 
— and, in particular, prop bets.

Now, Louisiana lawmakers could soon 
wade into the debate over whether those 
bets should still be allowed.

Prop bets are wagers that gamblers place 
on a specific event or occurrence during a 
game, rather than just on the final outcome. 
They would be outlawed under Senate Bill 
354, which is on track to be considered in the 
Louisiana Legislature on Tuesday.

Live “micro-bets” on particular plays or 
actions during a game would also be prohib-
ited under the measure.

Several high-profile NBA, MLB and NCAA 
sports gambling scandals came to light re-
cently in which players intentionally under-
performed to influence betting odds.

That undermines the integrity of the 
games, and banning prop bets could help 
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