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vansville has long been called a “sacrifi�ce zone” due to

nearby pollution hazards, and the current attitude of fed-

eral leaders toward environmental safeguards has local

advocates concerned.h NicoleChandler, SierraClub’s Be-

yond Coal campaign organizer for Southwest Indiana, said there

isn’t one specifi�c regulation the Environmental Protection Agency’s

could roll back thatwould be bad for the area. Instead, she said, roll-

ing back any of them would be detrimental.

F. B. Culley Generating Station is coal powered and located along the Ohio
River in Warrick County.MACABE BROWN/COURIER & PRESS

Pollution,
politics and
public health
EPA aims to roll back regulations,
advocates are worried in Evansville
Sarah Loesch
Evansville Courier & Press | USA TODAY NETWORK

See EPA, Page 8A

Roughly eight months and $1.2 mil-
lion later, an investigation into the
Kentucky Department of Education
yielded a 556-page report focused on
the entity’s eff�ectiveness over the last
four years.

The report examines multiple areas
of the department’s operations — and
how it should be read seems to be up
for debate.

The investigationwasconductedby
Kentucky Auditor Allison Ball’s offi�ce
in partnership with a national man-
agement consulting fi�rm and was re-
leased July 1.

A press release from Ball’s offi�ce
portrayed the audit’s fi�ndings as
heavily critical, highlighting “ineffi�-
ciencies and gaps”within the state de-
partment. However, a statement from
KDE framed the report diff�erently.

“In every section, the report
highlights the good work agency staff�
have been doing to support the stu-
dents and educators of Kentucky,”
Commissioner Robbie Fletcher wrote
following the report’s release. “The au-
dit showed that morale at KDE is high,
our staff� members truly believe in the
agency’s work and that superinten-
dents believe they can rely on KDE to
provide them with high-quality re-
sources.”

Anexaminationof the report byThe
Courier Journal also found that while
the audit identifi�ed areas in need of
improvement, it also praised the de-
partment multiple times and did not
back up some fi�ndings in Ball’s press
release.

For instance, the release said the
audit found thedepartment’s diversity
initiatives were “a waste of money.”
But the report did not include details
on such funding.

The report came out of House Bill
825, passed in 2024, which required
an audit of KDE and the “operation of
the schools, departments, projects,
and initiatives under its jurisdiction,
including identifi�cation of those de-
partments, projects, and initiatives
that do not serve to improve the edu-
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