
SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2026 | CJONLINE.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

XJDCFI-00001t
Volume 153 | No. 172
To subscribe 785-295-1133
©2026 $4.50

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
cjonline.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports in
the bonus sections. Check it out today!

Note to readers

We will not be printing a paper on
Monday, May 25, but will be providing
it to you via the eNewspaper. You can
always find the latest news on our
website, mobile app, newsletters and
social media. Subscribers can access
the eNewspaper by going to our web-
site and clicking on eNewspaper in the
black navigation bar.

PROTECTS YOUR HOME AGAINST

*This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end
any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 5/31/26. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 Visa card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless
gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice
prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 5/31/26. License #s: L201900981, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 25461, 168338,
9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 101588, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051,
29210, 4322, 230005052, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 4523, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, WV055024, 005071, & 3466, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 0663233, 191456, GC-48219, GEN22-36941, 5257, 19486, 1606, 1163, 00008036, 1000724543,
196498, 2705176457, RCE-47143, 101588, 3753, 2959, 19612, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 397440224, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 6258, 23SFL-GC-0404, DC-052200604, 2622450, HICN 0204113, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF00000807, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633,
498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023- 836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, PBR-00011734, PBR- 00011733, NBF-00000807, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 3753, 2959, 19612, DC-052200604,
2622450, HICN â€“ 0204113, 223377, BUS-12412021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, R7484, 101588, 2705176457, RCE-47143, L201900981, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035,
66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 223377, BUS-1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, 7484, RCE47143, 275054, IR796203, 19486, 1606, 1163, 126357, 13VH09010100, LC8336, 2015605717, 11650889-5501.

785.289.2329

We can only offer these
special savings until
5/31/26, so call today

Scan for
a FREE
Estimate

Clean up your home, we’ll
give you $500 for your old

gutters toward the purchase
of a Leafguard system.*

+
Receive a

$100 Visa card
with your FREE in-home estimate**

Be generous. Be fearless. Whether
you’re performing on a stage or living
your life day by day.
That’s the advice Scott Kickhaefer

shared with the hundreds of students
he taught in his years of teaching.
Kickhaefer spent 10 years at Topeka

High School, 17 years at Highland Park
High School and the past seven at To-
peka West.
Kickhaefer left Topeka High in 1998

to serve as artistic director at the Co-
lumbian Theatre in Wamego, then re-
turned to the classroom in 2001, teach-
ing one year at Jardine Middle School
before beginning his long run at High-
land Park.
Before hebeganhis career as an edu-

cator, he said his faculty mentor told
him: “It’s time to put on your big-boy
pants. You’re getting married. Go. Just
get out of here.”
“So I took the job,” he said. “And five

years later, I kept thinking: ‘If I’m still
teaching in 10 years, I’m going to be
really upset with myself. I should go off
and be an actor — that’s what I want to
do.’ My dad had said, ‘I could see you
being a teacher one day.’ And I was like,
‘Are you kidding?’ He said I’d be a good
coach. I asked him why.”
“It turnedout later hewas right,”said

Kickhaefer.

Teaching the knowledge of
theater over the years

Initially hired as a dedicated techni-
cal theater and stagecraft teacher, he
described how his early role balanced
performance, design and construction
in a district that uniquely supported
performance and technical specialists.
He reflected on his time at Topeka

High and Highland Park, noting that
each school had their own identity. He
highlighted Topeka High’s mix of city
students and Highland Park’s long-
standing integrated, family-like com-
munity identity.
Darren Canady — a Topeka High

School class of 2000 graduate, play-
wright and college professor — said
Kickhaefer’s ability to reach students
andmake them feel seen is unmatched.
Kickhaefer cast him early, including

in “Our Town” in 1996 and later August
Wilson’s “ThePianoLesson” in1998—a
turningpoint for Canady. Itwas thefirst
time Canady saw Black characters on-
stage who sounded like his own family,
he said, and it affirmed the importance
of students experiencing their own sto-
ries rather than relying solely on color-
blind casting.
“Scott is really in my theater origin

story,” Canady said. “I’d been perform-
ing for a while, but the characters never
remindedmeofmy family or theworld I

TAKING HIS FINAL BOW

Scott Kickhaefer has been around theaters most of his life and for more than three decades has taught students the
importance of the artform. PHOTOS BY EVERT NELSON/THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL

Theater teacher
shaped stages and
lives for decades

Keishera Lately
Topeka Capital-Journal
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See THEATER, Page 4A

A Highland Park High School par-
ent and coach is pushing back at the
possibility of moving future gradua-
tion ceremonies to the school’s foot-
ball field.
Lashad Buffett said the suggestion

was broached in a survey emailed to
parents onMay19, three days after this
year’s commencement at the Stor-
mont Vail Event Center.
A fight broke out in the parking lot

after the ceremony. Some parents said
they believe the idea to move future
graduationswas triggered by the fight,
a charge denied by TopekaUSD501of-
ficials.

Highland Park coach is
encouraging parents to address
school board

Buffett, who is the school’s softball
coach, posted his thoughts on Face-
book on May 19.
“They are trying to have our gradu-

ateshave their celebrationat theHigh-
land Park football stadium where cur-
rently there is noupgrades beingmade
to the field nor the stadium seating,”
Buffett wrote. “I myself refuse to allow
my child to be treated like this.”
He encouraged parents to attend

district’s May 21 school board meeting
to speak about the issue. Buffett won’t
be able to attend the meeting because
of a personal tragedy and will have

Parents
object to
possible
move

See GRADUATION, Page 8A

Survey referenced
holding graduations
on football field

Stacey Saldanha-Olson
Topeka Capital-Journal
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Teams who could
benefit after ’26
schedule release
SPORTS, 1B

Scott Kickhaefer talks with graduating
senior Mark Gregory, middle, and
Karma Silvea as they sign their names
on the the stairwell wall on May 11.
Seniors signing the wall was a
tradition Kickhaefer started when he
first came to Topeka West and
brought from his previous schools.


