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Note to readers

Due to the upcoming Martin Luther
King Jr. Day holiday, there will be no
mail delivery on Monday, Jan. 19.
Instead of receiving your Jan. 19
paper on Monday, you'll receive it in
the mail on Tuesday, Jan. 20.

Changes

could cost
taxpayers
$4 million

New work requirements
for SNAP brings
heightened price tag

Jason Alatidd
Topeka Capital-Journal

Heartland Motorsport Park brought crowds of spectators when it hosted national drag racing events. USA TODAY NETWORK
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Kansas taxpayers may have to pay
$4 million in order for the state gov-
ernment to implement heightened

o
work requirements for the food stamp
program imposed by the federal gov-
ernment.
“There are costs associated with

these new work requirements that are
being placed on the agency, so they

need that funding to make that hap-
pen,” said Adam Proffitt, the gover-
nor’s budget director and the secre-
tary of the Kansas Department of Ad-

ministration.
When unveiling Gov. Laura Kelly’s
. : budget proposal on Jan. 14, Proffitt
Healthy Heartland Motorsports Park could spark tourism in Topeka told Tavmakers the federal govern-
ment has had “a shifting landscape”
Keishera Lately that has affected the state budget.

Proffitt said that includes “provi-
sions for more stringent work require-
ments for the SNAP program” in H.R.
1, the federal budget reconciliation law
more commonly known as the One
Big Beautiful Bill Act.

To administer those changes to the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program and “make sure that we're
compliant with these increased work
requirements,” Proffitt said, the gover-
nor added $4 million in her budget
proposal for the Kansas Department
for Children and Families.

Sen. Rick Billinger, R-Goodland,
asked what the $4 million will be used
for.

Proffitt said when DCF “looked
through what the work requirements
were and what it would take to effec-
tuate those, they recognize that
they’re going to need new staffing,
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New property acquisitions and de-
velopments are creating fresh opportu-
nities for tourism and economic growth
in Topeka.

The International Hot Rod Associa-
tion (IHRA) announced the acquisition
of the former Heartland Motorsports
Park on Dec. 30, The Capital-Journal
previously reported.

The acquisition comes at a pivotal
moment in Topeka’s tourism strategy,
said Sean Dixon, president of Visit To-
peka and senior vice president of the
Greater Topeka Partnership.

It follows a year of substantial infra-
structure investments, he said, includ-
ing the expansion of the Kansas Chil-
dren’s Discovery Center, renovations at
multiple cultural institutions, and the

Concerts and events — such as Kicker Country Stampede that used to play at
See RACING, Page 2A Heartland Motorsport Park — could be entertainment options again. See CHANGES, Page 3A
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Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
cjonline.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports in

the bonus sections. Check it out today! 3




