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The former CEO of Saint Francis
Ministries pleaded guilty to taking
money from the foster care nonprofit.
On Feb. 19, Robert Nelson “Father

Bobby” Smith pleaded guilty to a sin-
gle charge of wire fraud for a $6,909.73
credit card payment.
As part of his guilty plea, Smith

couldget the20-yearmaximumpenal-
ty in prison and a $250,000 fine. His
sentencing is set for July 15.

What fraudwas the former Saint
Francis Ministries CEO accused of?

Smith and William Byrd Whymark
were indicted inNovember 2022 on 20
total counts of wire fraud, conspiracy
to commitwire fraud andmoney laun-
dering.
Federal prosecutors allege the two

committed a massive fraud regarding
Saint FrancisMinistries, a faith-based
nonprofit in Salina that contracts with
the Kansas Department for Children
andFamilies toprovide suchchildwel-
fare services as foster care and adop-
tion.
The indictment alleged false in-

voices resulted in more than $10 mil-
lion in payments to Whymark, while
Whymark paid Smith a $50,000 kick-
back and Smith used Saint Francis
credit cards for personal expenses.
On Nov. 18, Smith’s co-defendant

Whymark pleaded guilty in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Topeka to two counts of
money laundering.
In a hearing a few days after Why-

mark’s guilty plea, Smith’s legal team
was denied a 13th postponement and
his trial was set for May 5.

Smith
pleads
guilty to
fraud
Stacey Saldanha-Olson
Topeka Capital-Journal
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NEW YORK – An intensifying winter
storm pummeled the Northeast on
Feb. 23, unleashing blizzard conditions
that blanketed major cities in snow,

brought travel to a standstill and caused
mass power outages.
The powerful nor’easter dumped

more than 2 feet of snowacrossmuch of
the Eastern Seaboard by the afternoon.
The weather service had received at
least 22preliminary reports of 24 inches
of snow or more spanning a distance of
nearly 200 miles, stretching from Free-
hold, New Jersey, to New Bedford, Mas-
sachusetts and Providence, Rhode Is-
land.
More than 40 million people were

under blizzardwarnings fromMaryland

to Maine, as several states recorded
hurricane-forcewinds. Blizzard condi-
tions were verified in Teterboro, New-
ark and Islip, New Jersey; Westhamp-
ton,NewYork;Groton,NewHavenand
Bridgeport, Connecticut, according to
the weather service. Meteorologists
announced that the nor’easter had of-
ficially achieved “bomb cyclone” sta-
tus.
New York City lifted a travel ban on

Feb. 23 that had taken effect the night

See STORM, Page 5A

Over 568,000 power outages were reported across the Northeast by the morning of Feb. 23, with most occurring in
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, according to poweroutage.us. PETER PEREIRA/NEW BEDFORD STANDARD-TIMES

Winter storm
pummels Northeast

Cities report whiteouts,
mass power outages

Christopher Cann,
N’dea Yancey-Bragg, Dinah Voyles
Pulver, Eduardo Cuevas, Doyle Rice
and Brandi D. Addison
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Kansas farmers and soybean pro-
ducers especially are “living with the
damage” done by tariffs and the result-

ing trade war as they face decisions on
what crops to plant this year.
“The big thing that really sticks out

for most of us in agriculture are the tar-
iffs that are on our neighbors in Canada
andMexico, and then alsowith our larg-
est trading partner, China,” said Nick

Levendofsky, executive director of the
Kansas Farmers Union. “We have seen
the damage, and we’re living with the
damage from that move — from those
tariffs, the trade war.”

Farmers ‘living with the
damage’ from Trump tariffs

See FARMERS, Page 2A
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Soybeans glow from the setting sun in
a field off SE Paulen Road in Shawnee
County on Oct. 9, 2025.
EVERT NELSON/THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL

How Klein plans to build
K-State into a contender
SPORTS, 1B
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Now you can finally have all of the soothing benefits of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower while seated or
standing. Introducing Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s Shower Package!
 First and only walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
 Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height and pivots to offer a seated shower option
 Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System
 High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty on the entire tub
 Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price
Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub!

*With purchase of a new Safe StepWalk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub
purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.
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FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH
APPROVED CREDIT

SPECIAL OFFER

13VH11096000 785-829-5171

Call today and receive
exclusive savings! $2,000 OFF + FREE TOILET

Our Best Offer Ever! Don’t Wait!Shower PackageFeaturing our
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