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A directly elected mayor needs much more discussion, ity leaders say

‘CLEARLY WE'RE NOT THERE RIGHT NOW’
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ber Sellers said much the

same: “This conversation,

cause right now is not the
time or the place.”

See MAYOR, A7

By KIM CALLAHAN

keallahan@ljworld.com

A 23-year-old man was convicted
Wednesday in Douglas County District
Court of two attempted murders and ag-
gravated assault for a series of public
shootings more than three years ago in
downtown Baldwin City.

The defendant, Junah Sisney, was
convicted after pleading guilty to one
count of attempted first-degree murder,
one count of attempted
second-degree murder
and one count of ag-
gravated assault, pursu-
ant to a plea agreement
with the state. He con-
ceded that all three fel-
onies were committed
with a deadly weapon,
and he is expected to
face nearly 20 years in
prison when he is sen-
tenced later this summer.

Deputy District Attorney David
Melton, in providing a factual basis for
Sisney’s plea, told Senior Judge Nancy
Parrish that on Dec. 30, 2022, Sisney
— intending to kill people — drove
from Baldwin City to a relative’s home
in Arkansas, where, without permission,
he retrieved a gun. He then drove back
to Baldwin City, where that evening he
drove by the Bullpen bar twice and the
Baldwin City Public Library once and
fired multiple rounds out his car win-
dow toward people inside and outside
those establishments.

Sisney’s bullets did not strike any-
one. The people at the library were exit-
ing the building after a child’s birthday
party, and one man — the victim of the
first-degree murder attempt — was put-
ting a baby in a car seat.

See SHOOTINGS, A8
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Polian thinks commission can find consensus
on forensic audit of city’s capital projects

By SYLAS MAY

smay@ljworld.com

for a forensic audit of 15 ma-
jor city projects a “‘stewardship
initiative” instead, and she ex-
pected that the other four com-
missioners would see it as that.

pleasant word to hear.

“Audit, and add ‘forensic’
to it, forensic audit, it’s a four-
letter word for most people,”
she told the Journal-World on
Wednesday.

She’s calling her proposal

City Commissioner Kristine
Polian, who’s worked for two
decades in municipal govern-
ments, knows ‘“audit” isn’t a

See AUDIT, A7
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County leaders review five-year plan as major spending looms

By JOSIE HEIMSOTH

jheimsoth@ljworld.com

Douglas County’s capi-
tal improvement fund bal-
ance has grown signifi-
cantly in recent years, and
the county is preparing for
a large wave of spending
over the next two years.

The 2027-2031 Capi-
tal Improvement Plan

LAWRENCE

outlines plans for trans-
portation investments,
bridge replacements, and
long-term courthouse and
other upcoming building
projects. At the start of
2026, the administration
CIP fund held nearly $66
million, while the Public
Works CIP fund had $19.7
million. Combined, the
county’s CIP fund balance

totaled $85,713,318 — an
increase of approximately
$55 million compared with
the beginning of 2021.

On Wednesday, county
staff presented the pro-
jected expenditures for
the CIP over the next five
years. The county’s ex-
pected to spend the larg-
est amount of CIP funds
in the first two years of
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the plan. The county esti-
mates it will spend $35.3
million in 2026 and $37
million in 2027, before
declining to $16.9 million
in 2028, $14.3 million in
2029, $12.5 million in
2030, and $4 million in
2031 as major projects are
completed.

However, many those
numbers are likely to

change. Chad Voigt, the
county’s Public Works
director, said individual
project costs often change
over time. Voigt said he
had to make several cost
reestimates for projects
due to changes in prices,
such as asphalt and labor
costs increasing.

“As a project is like
five or 10 years out, it’s
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maybe less of a defined
scope,” Voigt said. “If it
gets within two or three
years, we want to look at
more of what (we are) re-
ally doing here and get a
good estimate based on a
more refined scope, and
so we did some of that
work too.”

See COUNTY, A8
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Vote NO on Amendment 1: Elections for Supreme Court Justices

« August 4, 2026 Primary Election »
VOTE NO ¢ AUGUST 4
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Paid for by Douglas County Democratic Party, Jenny Muller Treasurer.

Volunteer to stop the amendment!
douglascountydems.org
T-shirts Buttons Signs!




