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Early Thursday morning, 
the U.S. State Department 
issued an announcement 
that was almost celebratory. 
Israel and Lebanon agreed 
to implement a cease-fire, 
following another round of 
talks in Washington involv-
ing Israeli and Lebanese am-
bassadors and officials.

The agreement has an un-
official third party, Hezbol-
lah, and its implementation 
depends largely on the Shiite 

organization. Hezbollah Sec-
retary-General Naim Qas-
sem threatened on Thurs-
day, “As long as our villages 
are being bombed – northern 
Israel will not be safe.” Ac-
cording to the American 
announcement, Hezbollah 
will pull back its personnel 
to north of the Litani River, 
and “pilot zones” will soon 
be created, to be under the 
responsibility and control of 
the Lebanese army.

Thursday indeed saw a 
significant reduction in the 
exchange of fire on Israel’s 
border with Lebanon. Still, 
we’ve seen several American 
declarations of this sort in 
the last few months that fade 
away in light of developments 
on the ground. We’ll have to 
wait and see.

The new understanding 
was anticipated by an an-
gry phone call between U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
and Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu on Mon-
day evening, Israel time. 
Their conversation reflects 
a sharp clash between the 
two, irrespective of how 
many expletives Trump 
hurled at the Israeli leader 
(the two later confirmed, 
in separate interviews, the 
report by Barak Ravid on 
Israel’s Channel 12 News). 

With announcement, Trump  
saves Israel from itself – again
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Israeli strikes in Gaza 
Wednesday and Thursday 
killed 11 people, including 
three women and two chil-
dren, and injured 32 more, the 
Hamas-run Health Ministry 
reported. 

Medical sources at Al-
Shifa Hospital said that 
nine people were killed in 
attacks by the Israel De-
fense Forces overnight in 
Gaza City. The military 
had not commented on the 
strikes by publication time.

Palestinian media out-
lets reported that the Is-
rael Air Force struck four 
apartments in Gaza City 
simultaneously, and in one 
of them, five members of a 
single family were killed. A 
fire broke out in one of the 
apartments following the 
attacks. 

According to the Health 
Ministry’s statement, the 
number of dead since the 
start of the October cease-
fire stands at 947, while the 
total death toll since the out-
break of the war has risen 
to 72,956. 

11 dead in 
Gaza strikes, 
947 killed 
since Oct.
cease-fire
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NEW YORK – Sunday’s Is-
rael Day Parade on Fifth 
Avenue in Manhattan was, 
until it began, ruled by the 
controversy of New York 
Mayor Zohran Mamdani’s 
decision to break with tra-
dition and skip the parade. 
In response, Israel sent its 
largest delegation ever to 
march in the event.

The Israeli Consul Gener-
al in New York, Ofir Akunis, 
framed the turnout as an act 

of defiance rather than a cele-
bration. “We must show them 
that the blue and white flag 
will never be taken down,” 
he wrote ahead of the parade, 
which was also attended by 
city and state officials.

After officials dispersed 
and the march was in full 
swing, the Knesset delega-
tion, attending as guests of 
the Israeli consulate, arrived. 
Holding the banner along-
side the Consul General were 
Knesset Speaker Amir Ohana 
and members of Itamar Ben-

Gvir’s far-right ultra-nation-
alist Otzma Yehudit party, 
ministers Amichay Eliyahu 
and Yitzhak Wasserlauf, as 
well as Likud MKs Ariel Kall-
ner and Ofir Sofer.

But it was Israel’s far-right 
Finance Minister Bezalel 
Smotrich – against whom the 
International Criminal Court 
has requested an arrest war-
rant, according to him – who 
drew the most attention, 
prompting New York officials 

Inside the Israeli far right’s  
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Israeli forces are prepar-
ing for the “next phase” of 
the cease-fire in Lebanon, 
a source familiar with the 
matter told Haaretz on 
Thursday, while Hezbollah 
rejected the U.S.-sponsored 
deal in an open letter to its 
followers.

According to the source, 
Israeli forces are not with-
drawing, as ground troops 
are still deployed in south-
ern Lebanon.

Also Thursday, an Israeli 
soldier was killed by an an-
ti-tank missile in southern 
Lebanon, the military said. 
Capt. Eitan Shmuel Lem-

berg, 21, was a commander 
in the Armored Corps.

Another Israeli source 
said Israel does not intend to 
withdraw from areas south 
of the Litani River but it has 
agreed not to carry out of-
fensive actions against Hez-
bollah – including the demo-
lition of homes – in exchange 
for the cessation of offen-
sive actions by Hezbollah 
against Israeli forces. The 
source said “quiet would be 
met with quiet,” adding that 
Israeli forces will respond 
significantly to any threat.

In a letter addressed to 
the Lebanese public, Hez-
bollah leader Naim Qassem 
demanded a comprehensive 
cease-fire and rejected any 
division between northern 

and southern Lebanon. “As 
long as our villages are be-
ing bombed, northern Israel 
will not be safe,” he said. 
Less than an hour after Qas-
sem’s speech, air-raid sirens 
sounded in northern Israel.

Israel could not have a 
free hand to kill people in 
Lebanon, Qassem said, add-
ing that the anti-Israel resis-
tance would continue so long 
as the occupation persists. 
He urged Lebanese officials 
to “end the farce” of direct 
negotiations. “A fictional 
cease-fire spells surrender, 
defeat and achieving Israel’s 
goals,” he said.

The United States an-
nounced on Wednesday that 

IDF readies for 
cease-fire’s ‘next 
phase’ in north
Hezbollah rejects imposed cease-fire, 
soldier killed by anti-tank missile
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Police arrested 62 people during a vio-
lent protest Wednesday night outside the 
home of Supreme Court Deputy President 
Justice Noam Sohlberg.

The demonstrators, mainly ultra-Or-
thodox men, were protesting against the 
arrest of ultra-Orthodox, or Haredi, men 
who have ignored military conscription 
notices.

In response to the disturbances, Supreme 
Court President Justice Isaac Amit said that 
the disturbance crossed “a red line.”

“The acts of violence directed at Deputy 
President Sohlberg and his wife are in fact 
an attack on the entire judicial system and 
the rule of law in Israel,” Amit wrote in a 
letter sent to all Israeli judges on Thurs-
day. He added that the protester’s behav-
ior exceeded “the boundaries of legitimate 
protest and represents an attempt to un-
dermine the sense of security of judges 
and their families.”

The demonstrators came to Sohlberg’s 
home in the West Bank settlement of Alon 
Shvut and tried to break into the proper-
ty, vandalized the entrance to the house, 
smashed flowerpots and windows, and 
shattered the windows of his car. The at-
tackers also scattered leaflets in the street 
reading, “Sohlberg, take your hands off 
ultra-Orthodox Judaism.” 

62 arrested in 
Haredi riot at 
justice’s home
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Some of the thousands of participants at the Jerusalem March for Pride and Tolerance on Thursday. See story, 
Page 4.�  Itai Cohen

Israeli dignitaries at the parade in New York on Sunday.    � Eduardo Munoz/Reuters
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