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Raed Saad, whom Israel 
assassinated in Gaza on Sat-
urday afternoon, was one 
of the small group of senior 
Hamas officials who planned 
the October 7 massacre, and 
one of the last who was still 
alive. The Israel Air Force 
struck the car in which he 
was traveling. Four men 
were reportedly killed in the 
incident; Israel said that Saad 
was one of them. As of Satur-
day evening, Hamas had not 
confirmed his death.

Saad held multiple senior 
posts in Hamas’ military 

arm, including head of its op-
erations wing, head of arms 
production and a founder of 
the Hamas military acad-
emy. His relations with the 
leaders of the military wing, 
Mohammed Deif and broth-
ers Yahya and Mohammed 
Sinwar, have had ups and 
downs over the years.

Saad not only helped plan 
the massacre but alo took 
part in drafting one of the 
final versions of what Israel 
calls Jericho Wall: the plan 
to defeat the Gaza Division 
of the Israel Defense Forces, 
which Hamas executed with 
impressive success on Octo-
ber 7. It can be cautiously said 
that Saad was not eligible for 
Hamas’ information security 

award, it was the scandalous 
handling by the IDF and the 
Shin Bet security service of 
the sensitive intelligence that 
reached Israel prevented the 
attack from being thwarted.

Saad’s assassination was 
carried out during the fal-
tering cease-fire in the Gaza 
Strip. The real reason is a set-

tling of a historic account for 
his involvement in the massa-
cre and the wish to continue 
striking the leaders of Hamas 
in Gaza, which is now headed 
by Izz al-Din al-Haddad. 
(Saad was recently described 
in Gaza as his deputy.) Israel 
justifies it as a response to an 
incident that occurred earlier 

Saturday: the explosion of a 
device in the southern Strip, 
in which two reservists suf-
fered minor injuries.

Hamas’ expected retalia-
tion for the assassination is 
not particularly worrisome 
at this time. Its military ca-
pabilities – both to fire rock-
ets into Israel and to attack 

border-area communities 
– are quite limited. Hamas’ 
chain of command has been 
hit hard up to its highest 
echelon, which was entirely 
eliminated during the war. 
What is left is mainly a large 
reservoir of young draftees, 
which it uses to terrorize 
Gaza’s Palestinian popula-

tion and prevent the rise of 
alternative forces to power. 

The key question now is 
what the United States will 
think and say. President 
Donald Trump said last 
week that he plans to begin 
implementing the next phase 
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The army struck and 
killed senior Hamas com-
mander Raed Saad near Gaza 
City, Israeli officials said. 
Palestinian media reported 
that four Palestinians were 
killed in the airstrike.

Saad was considered one 
of the two most senior fig-
ures of the organization’s 
military wing, alongside 
Hamas’ leader in Gaza, Izz 
al-Din al-Haddad.

According to the Israel 
Defense Forces, Saad was in 
charge of the terror group’s 
weapons production head-
quarters and had recently 
“operated to reestablish 
Hamas’ capabilities and 
weapons manufacturing.” 

He previously served 
as head of Hamas’ opera-
tions staff, during which he 
founded the Nukhba force 
and helped design and im-
plement the “Jericho Wall” 
plan, which formed the ba-
sis of the October 7 massa-
cre plans. 

Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and Defense 
Minister Israel Katz said 
they instructed the IDF to 
assassinate Saad follow-
ing an incident in southern 
Gaza earlier Saturday in 
which two reserve soldiers 
were lightly wounded by an 
explosive device. 

Netanyahu and Katz said 
that “Saad was one of the 
architects of the October 7 
massacre and was current-
ly involved in rebuilding 
the terrorist organization, 
planning and carrying out 
attacks against Israel, and 
reconstructing its strike 
capabilities.”

The IDF stated that forces 
had identified “repeated at-
tempts by the Hamas terror-
ist organization to carry out 

terrorist activity, including 
the use of explosive devices 
against IDF troops, activi-
ties that constitute a blatant 
violation of the agreement, 
as occurred this morning.” 
It added that it had identi-
fied attempts by Hamas to 
rebuild its capabilities, with 
Saad leading efforts to re-
arm and strengthen it. Army 
officials also suspect that he 
worked to advance weapons 
manufacturing for Hamas’ 
branch in Lebanon.

Saad held a series of posi-
tions within the terror orga-
nization over the years and 
was close to Marwan Issa, 

the former deputy head of 
its military wing, who was 
killed in an Israeli strike 
last year. He established and 
commanded the Gaza City 
Brigade and worked to set up 
the naval force in the Strip. 

After completing his role 
as commander of the Gaza 
Brigade, he was appointed 
head of Hamas’ operation 
staff. He was later appoint-
ed head of Hamas’ produc-
tion staff, overseeing the 
manufacture of all types 
of weapons for its military 
wing in preparation for the 
massacre. 

During the war, he fo-
cused on restoring the 
group’s weapons production 
capabilities. According to 
the IDF, he was responsible 
for producing numerous ex-
plosive devices that killed 
many soldiers.

In 2024, Israel attempted 
and failed to assassinate Saad 
in a strike on Gaza City.
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The security cabinet dis-
cussed on Thursday regu-
larizing the status of 19 
West Bank settlement out-
posts, including some that 
are deep inside Samaria. 
A source said the cabinet 
is expected to make an of-
ficial announcement on the 
matter this week.

The anticipated move 
would complete the abro-
gation of those sections of 
the 2005 Gaza disengage-
ment law that pertained 
to the West Bank. The law 
prompted the evacuations 
of Kadim, Ganim, Homesh 
and Sa-Nur, all of them in 
the same area deep inside 
Samaria. The move began 
in March 2023, with an 
amendment to the law al-

lowing Israelis to remain 
in areas that were evacu-
ated during the disengage-
ment and giving them land 
rights in the area that were 
revoked by that law.

These isolated settle-
ments were built in the 
1980s, becoming Area C en-
claves, under Israeli control, 

in a region which was mostly 
designated as Area A and 
partly as Area B, as defined 
in the Oslo Accords. These 
enclaves cut off Palestin-
ian contiguity in the area. 
The disengagement law 
prohibited Israeli citizens 
from being there after the 
evacuation of the five settle-

ments. “We are reducing the 
daily friction and its victims 
on both sides,” explained 
then-Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon in 2005. Kadim and 
Ganin are close to the city 
of Jenin, where the IDF has 
recently waged a campaign 
based on perceived terror 
threats in the region. The 

repopulation of these settle-
ments is expected to deepen 
Israel’s military presence in 
an area that is supposed to 
be under Palestinian civil 
and security control. This 
counters the principles of 
the disengagement, which 
called for no Israeli pres-
ence in the area.

Since the disengagement, 
numerous settlements have 
been built in Samaria, as in 
the rest of the West Bank, 
with an accelerated pace 
since the war broke out. 
These particular settle-
ments were like pincers sur-
rounding the area from three 
directions. In May 2023, fol-
lowing the law’s amendment, 
a new military order was 
invoked, implementing the 

new amendment at Homesh. 
A year later, following the 
instructions of then-Defense 
Minister Yoav Gallant, the 
order was expanded to in-
clude the other settlements. 
The entire area was declared 
a closed military region, pre-
venting Israelis from return-
ing without coordinating 
their moves with the army. 

Ministers said to weigh legalizing outposts evacuated in 2005
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Decades after a number 
of unknown alphabets were 
discovered among the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, and against all 
odds, Emmanuel Oliveiro of 
the University of Groningen 
in the Netherlands believes 
he has cracked the “impossi-
ble” one known as Cryptic B. 

The code had been con-
sidered to be impossible to 
decipher, mainly because of 
the sheer paucity of Cryptic 
B material. All we have are 
isolated fragments from two 
scrolls called 4Q362 and 
4Q363, and a few spots in 
other scrolls where scribes 
briefly introduced Cryptic B 
in the middle of a Hebrew 
text, Oliveiro explains, in 
the journal Dead Sea Dis-
coveries in December. 

Oliveiro’s process was 
based on analysis and intu-
ition, similar to the meth-
odology the scholar Józef 
Milik used when decipher-
ing Cryptic A in 1955. Both 
began with assuming that 
they were dealing with a 
mono-alphabetic substitu-
tion system– where each 
of the 22 letters of Hebrew 
or Aramaic is consistently 
replaced with a specific 
cryptic sign (as in – say A 
is always be replaced by $). 

Well and good. Oliveiro 
also saw similarities between 

Cryptic B and Cryptic A, and 
that Cryptic B also featured 
what looked like modified 
“Jewish” Hebrew letters.

But the key break-

through was suddenly real-
izing that a sequence of five 
letters in a Cryptic B frag-
ment might represent the 
five-letter Hebrew word 

Yisrael: spelled yod, sin, 
resh, aleph and culminat-
ing in an elaborate lamed. 

It is true that the resh did 
not survive the eons intact. 
But looking at the high-reso-
lution image of the age-dark-
ened fragment – the word 
 .leaps out (Yisrael) ישראל
“Once you’ve seen it, you 
can’t unsee it,” as Oliveiro 
tells Haaretz by Zoom. 

The texts in 4Q362 and 
4Q363 don’t seem to be one-
on-one identical to biblical 
texts, but echo biblical idioms 
and eschatological themes 
appearing in Qumran writ-
ings, he says - for example, 
“Judah”, “shall forsake”, and 
“the tents of Jacob”. 

He also identified a nu-
meric theme in the scanty 
Cryptic B corpus, possibly 
referring to dates, which 
also resonates with the 
biblical corpus such as in 
Ezra 6:15: “This temple was 
completed on the third day 
of the month Adar; it was 
the sixth year of the reign 
of King Darius.” 

Dark mysteries?
The discovery of the Dead 

Sea Scrolls starting in 1947 
was a turning point in the 
annals of biblical studies. 
To date, we have four more 

Scholar: Unknown alphabet in 
Dead Sea Scrolls has been cracked

LISTEN: 
Podcast
Dahlia Lithwick and 
Joshua Leifer on 
Israel and U.S. Jews

Online now

3 Americans 
killed in Syria
Counterterrorism 
operation was 
targeting ISIS

haaretz.com

See W. bank, Page 2

See scrolls, Page 4

Sources: Italians to serve in Gaza stablization force News Page 2

The word “Yisrael” in Cryptic B, top, and pieces of Dead Sea 
Scroll with Cryptic B.�
� Leon Levy Dead Scrolls Digital Library, Shai Halevi/Israel Antiquities Authority

Jack Khoury

Arab and international 
officials have warned Leb-
anon that Israel is planning 
a large-scale military oper-
ation against the country, 
Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Youssef Rajji said in an in-
terview with Al Jazeera on 
Friday.

According to the for-
eign minister, Lebanon is 
strengthening its diplo-
matic ties to defend itself 
against such an attack. Ra-
jji also criticized Hezbollah 
for its refusal to disarm.

“Hezbollah’s weapons 
have proven ineffective in 
supporting Gaza and de-

fending Lebanon,” he said. 
He added that Hezbollah’s 
actions “brought about the 
Israeli occupation.”

According to the foreign 
minister, Lebanon aims to 
return to the cease-fire 
agreement with Israel but 
is pessimistic about the 
possibility of peace be-
tween the countries.

He stressed that the 
meetings of the interna-
tional mechanism oversee-
ing the implementation of 
the cease-fire agreement 
between Israel and Leba-
non at the beginning of 
this month should not be 
seen as “traditional” nego-
tiations with Israel.

In the interview, Rajji 
also criticized Iran, saying 
that its regional policy “is 
a source of instability” and 
its influence on Lebanon 
is negative. Speaking of 
Iran’s support for Hezbol-
lah, he added that Tehran 
must “stop financing an il-
legal organization.”

Rajji added that Lebanon 
is nonetheless open to dia-
logue with Iran, provided 
that Tehran stops interfer-
ing in Lebanon’s internal 
affairs.

Earlier Friday, the Is-
rael Defense Forces said 
it struck a “training and 
qualification compound” in 
southern Lebanon, which 
it alleges was used by He-
zbollah’s elite Radwan 
Force.

According to the mili-
tary, the compound was 
used for “planning and ex-
ecuting terrorist attacks 
against IDF troops and 
Israeli civilians.” Several 
other Hezbollah targets 
were hit in strikes across 
southern Lebanon, the 
statement said.

Following an urgent 
evacuation warning issued 
to a village in southern 
Lebanon earlier Saturday, 

‘Arab, int’l officials say Israel is 
planning major attack against us’
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