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World News

Swiss politician alleged to have raped Irish teenager and mother

CONOR GALLAGHER

A prominent Swiss politician is
alleged to have repeatedly
drugged and raped an Irish
teenager and her mother.

Prosecutors say Patrick Frei
(57) recorded the incidents
which allegedly occurred while
Paula - 14 at the time - and her
mother Iwona were living with
him in the Swiss town of Unter-
siggenthal.

After the alleged abuse came
tolightin 2023, Swiss immigra-
tionauthorities attempted to de-

Warships to
protect EU
meetings
face curbs

French and British ships providing missile
cover must stay 22km off Irish coast

CONOR GALLAGHER

French and British warships
providing air defence to Ire-
land during the EU presidency
must remain 22km out to sea
on foot of legal advice received
by the Government.

While the assistance of the
French and British navies was
formally requested by Ireland
to provide security during the
six-month presidency, officers
were told their ships cannot en-
ter Irish territorial waters dur-
ing these operations.

The unusual arrangement,
which was described by three
military and Government
sources, is in response to ad-
vice from the Attorney Gener-
althatitwouldlikely be uncon-
stitutional for foreign military
forces to deploy within Irish
territory while on active opera-
tions, even if these operations
had been officially requested.

Such operations would be
in breach of Article 15 of the
Constitution, which states
only the Oireachtas has the
right to raise a military force
on Irish territory, the Govern-
mentwas advised.

Another legal headache
emerged when officials asked
ifaforeign power’s ship sitting
outside Ireland’s territorial
waters could take lethal action
against airborne threats over
Irish soil. Under Defence Forc-
es rules of engagement, only
Irish military officers can au-
thorise the use of force in such
circumstances. In response,
another workaround was de-
veloped.

An Irish naval officer would
be posted on the bridge of the
ships to give final authorisa-
tion for deadly force. On July
1st,when Ireland took over the
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port the two women. That deci-
sion was reversed earlier this
month.

The alleged abuse and subse-
quent treatment of the mother
and daughter have sent shock
waves through Switzerland. Au-
thorities have now announced
an independent investigation
into the handling of the wom-
en’s case.

Frei was a member of the
right-wing Swiss People’s Party
(SVP) and sat on the govern-
mentbodyinthe Canton of Aar-
gau. Before resigning from his

presidency, the French frigate
Aquitaine was stationed in
Dublin Bay, just outside the
22km limit, where it provided
air defence. An Irish naval of-
ficer sat on the bridge.

European ships will contin-
ue to provide air defence dur-
ing major events for the rest of
Ireland’s termin the EU presi-
dency, including next week
during a meeting in Co Wick-
low when a Royal Navy air de-
fence frigate will be deployed
in the Irish Sea.

This month, the Irish Naval
Service publicised ajoint train-
ing operation involving the
Aquitaine and LE Samuel
Beckett. The Government has
refused to confirm the pres-
ence of the French shipina se-
curityrole.

A Department of Defence
spokesman referred ques-
tions to the Garda.

A Garda spokeswoman said
the force has no knowledge of
Operation Fianna, the mili-
tary security operation mount-
edfor the presidency.

Another issue is the fact
that Ireland does not use
Nato-level radio communica-
tions, meaning French forces
must use Irish radios bor-
rowed from the Naval Service.

There has also been difficul-
ty in co-ordinating the loca-
tion of Irish military assets.
Irish forcesuse a system called
Sitaware to co-ordinate air
and sea assets, while the
French use Nato technology
called Link 16 and Link 22.

Nevertheless, the first test
of the arrangement last
month passed off without ma-
jor complications. “There had
been a lot of training and
things went very smoothly,”
said a military source.
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position after the allegations
came to light, he was known for
taking a hard stance againstim-
migration and calling for tough-
er sentences.

Pelicotcomparison
The nature of the alleged offenc-
es have caused Swiss media to
compare the case to that of
Giseéle Pelicot, a French woman
who went public after being
drugged by her husband and
raped by dozens of men.

Police found dozens of videos
which prosecutors say showed

Paula and Iwona being raped
and sexually abused over the
course of 15 months.

The first alleged incident in-
volving Paula occurred 12 days
after she arrived in Switzer-
land, the videos show. Prosecu-
tors alleged Frei abused Paula
for a total of 40 hours over the
course of 40 different nights.

Both victims were uncon-
scious throughout the incidents
and have no memory of them.

Prosecutors alleged Frei ad-
ministered powerful date-rape
drugs to knock them out before

abusing them. This led authori-
tiesto charge Frei with attempt-
ed murder as well as sexual of-
fences. The alleged drugging of
the mother and daughter could
have caused suffocation at any
time, prosecutors say.

A year after police began to
investigate Frei, Swissimmigra-
tion authorities issued a depor-
tation order against Paula and
Iwona. They argued the work
visa arranged by Frei for Iwona
was fraudulent. They also ruled
the mother and daughter, who
had no income after Frei’s ar-

Irish couple found dead at
villa in Spanish coastal resort

GERARD COUZENS
and GUY HEDGECOE

Police are investigating the
deaths of an Irish couple whose
bodies were found in a Jacuzzi
ata Spanish coastal resort.

Their two children reported-
ly alerted the homeowner after
finding their bodies inside the
hot tub at their rented villa.

Police are investigating
whether the pair, aged 50 and
45, were the victims of foul
play, although the possibility
they suffered an accident while
they were in the Jacuzzi has not
beenruled out.

The couple were reported to
have puncture marks on their
skin when their bodies were
found, but the cause was un-
known.

The discovery was made on
Tuesday on a residential estate
called Cap Blanc in Cullera, a
town of about 25,000 people,
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40km south of the east-coast
city of Valencia.

A spokesman for the civil
guard in Valencia said: “The
bodies of a man aged 50 and a
woman aged 45 were found yes-
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terday at a residential property
in the municipality of Cullera.
Both were Irish.

“Their children discovered
thebodiesin a Jacuzziand alert-
ed the authorities.”

Homicide unit

A local homicide unit is han-
dling the case. “That does not
mean thiswas a homicide,” Pab-
lo Cea, a spokesman for the civil
guard in Valencia said.

“Itcouldbeanaccident-eve-
ry hypothesisis open for investi-
gation.”

The two children, aged 14
and 16, are being cared for by so-
cial workers, assisted by a psy-
chologist.

The Department of Foreign
Affairs said it was “aware of this
case” and providing consular as-
sistance.

“The department does not
comment on the details of indi-
vidual cases,” it said.
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rest, were only entitled to emer-
gency financial assistance rath-
er than full social welfare pay-
ments.

Departmentaid

Police also investigated Iwona
after Freialleged she had stolen
items from his house. The
charges were later dropped.

As an Irish citizen, Paula
sought help from the Irish De-
partment of Foreign Affairs.
Iwona, who is from Poland,
sought assistance from the Pol-
ish embassy.

The Irish embassy said it
could not get involved in legal
matters. It later suggested oth-
er legal remedies. Paula said
she is unhappy with the level of
assistance offered by Irish offi-
cials. “That broke my heart alit-
tle bit,” she said.

A Department of Foreign Af-
fairs spokeswoman said it pro-
vided consular assistance.

This month, a Swiss appeals
court reversed the deportation
decision against the women, al-
lowing them to remain in Swit-
zerland for now.

They were granted the nor-
mal rate of social welfare too.

Frei will stand trial in Febru-
ary. His lawyer says he “dis-
putes substantial parts of the al-
legations and, in particular, the
legal characterisation of sever-
al of the charges”. He “express-
ly” denies using date-rape
drugs on the women.

The Swiss politician and
the alleged drugging
and sexual abuse of an
Irish girl and her
mother: page 2
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FLASH FLOOD
ON NEPAL-TIBET
BORDER

TWO IRISH
AMONG MISSING

Two Irish people
are among
hundreds of people
missing after a
catastrophic
flash-flood sent
torrents of mud
and water sweeping
through the
Nepal-Tibet border
region yesterday,
killing at least 150
people.

Report: page 6
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Ranabhat/Getty Images
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