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Alumina
‘may very
well’ feature
onnext EU
sanctions list

EU governments are negotiating the
bloc's next round of sanctions on Russia

Mayor John Moran asks Government to
make sure ‘voices of Limerick' heard

JACKHORGAN-JONES
Political Correspondent

Alumina “may verywell” be in-
cluded on the next list of sanc-
tioned European Union ex-
ports to Russia, a Minister has
said.

The Government is under
pressure to clarify Aughinish
Alumina’s role in supplying
key raw materials to Russia,
with the findings of a Depart-
ment of Enterprise inquiry
due later this month.

Concerns about Aughinish
were raised after the publica-
tion of an Irish Times investi-
gation in March, which de-
tailed how the plant was ex-
porting vast quantities of raw
material to smelters in Russia,
which is sold to a company
that supplies aluminium to
Russian arms manufacturers.

Minister for Higher and Fur-
ther Education James Law-
less yesterday said the Coali-
tionwas taking the matter “ex-
tremely seriously”. He said Ire-
land had provided “stalwart
support” to Ukraine since Rus-
sia’sinvasionin 2022.

“There have been 20 pack-
ages of sanctions imposed by
the European Union on Rus-
sian-linked goods,” he told
RTE’s The Week in Politics,
adding that alumina had not
featured in any of those.

“Now, itmayverywellin the
next round, but it’s not a mili-
tary product, it’s not a
dual-use product, it’s anindus-
trial product that is used
among other thingsin medical
devices, electronics [and] in-
dustrial smelters.”

Lawless noted that the EU
uses 40 per cent of the alumi-
na produced by the Co Limer-
ick plant, adding: “We don’t
want to cut off our nose to
spite our face.”

The Limerick plant is
owned by Russian metals gi-
ant Rusal, which Swedish tax
authorities recently conclud-
ed remains under the control
of sanctioned oligarch Oleg
Deripaska.

EU governments are negoti-
ating the bloc’s next round of
sanctions, which need to be
unanimously approved, with
another batch of measures to
be proposed afterwards, likely
during Ireland’s presidency of
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the Council of the European
Union.

Minister for Foreign Affairs
Helen McEntee hassaid secur-
ing further sanctions against
Russiaisa “major foreign poli-
cy priority” for Ireland’s
six-month presidency.

Speaking ahead of a meet-
ing of foreign ministers in
Brussels today, McEntee said
itwas “essential that we main-
tain our support for Ukraine
and keep pressure on Russia”.

“I have been clear in saying
that further sanctions against
Russia are a major foreign poli-
cy priority for the Irish presi-
dency.”

The European Parliament
last week voted in favour of a
non-binding motion to ban alu-
mina exports to Russia. Such a
step would seriously hit
Aughinish’s business.

Estonia pushing

A ban on alumina exports to
Russia hasbeen pushed for be-
hind the scenes by the Estoni-
an government, with an expec-
tation that the European Com-
mission will re-examine the
possibility of proposing sanc-
tions targeting that trade after
the Department of Enter-
prise’sinquiry is published.

Limerick mayor John Mo-
ran has written to the Govern-
ment calling for a “co-ordinat-
ed forum” to be established in
his office to plan the future of
Aughinish, which is located
outside the city on the Shan-
non estuary. He yesterday said
he had not yet received a re-
sponse to hisletter.

Moran told RTE Radio’s
This Week programme that
Ireland should not be
“pushed” into a decision on
the future of the plant by the
EU. He said people in Limer-
ick were not confident that the
voice of Aughinish workers, or
its suppliers, are being heard.

“That’s the hard part, mak-
ing sure that part of the equa-
tion is heard and we’re not
just, like, pushed into some de-
cision by the European Un-
ion,” he said.

Moran said the 2008 bank
guarantee was the last time a
“big decision” was taken un-
der “European pressure with-
out the right facts”, adding
thatlater “we regretted it”.
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Kerry roll on
Dubs floored
in semi-final
at Croke Park

Kerry’s David
Clifford wheels
away after scoring
his side’s first goal
in their All-Ireland
senior football
semi-final victory
against Dublin
yesterday. Dublin
were made to rue a
decision by the
officials that a
palmed effort by
Ross McGarry did
not cross the line.
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Hormuz strait closed as US and Iran exchange fire
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US and Iranian forces have ex-
changed heavy missile and
drone assaults, with Tehran tar-
geting US facilities in states
across the Gulf yesterday and
saying it had again closed the vi-
tal Strait of Hormuz.

The strikes were the latest in
a cycle of attacks and coun-
ter-attacks as Iran seeks to as-
sert control over shipping
through the strait. However,

the barrage marked an escala-
tionin pace and range.

The strikes extended to Qa-
tar, a mediator in ceasefire
talks that had not come under
attack since April, while the
United Arab Emirates, which
hadnotbeen targeted since ear-
ly May, said its air defences had
engaged missiles and drones
from Iran.

Iranian media said there had
been missile attacks and explo-
sions around the port of Bandar
Abbas, home to military facili-
ties on the strait, and nearby
Qeshm Island, yesterday after-

noon, as the US reportedly
launched another round of at-
tacks.

Interimdeal

The renewed violence casts fur-
ther doubt on the future of anin-
terim US-Iranian agreement
signed last month that aimed to
reopen the strait and end the
war after a further 60 days of ne-
gotiations.

In the past week, US presi-
dent Donald Trump has said he
considers the ceasefire over,
while leaving the door open to
more talks.

Imma warns it won’t be able
to fund its pensions this year

JACK HORGAN-JONES
Political Correspondent

The Irish Museum of Modern
Art (Imma) will not have money
to pay its pensioners at some
point this year, its chair has
warned, after the Government
gave it €275,000 less than it
sought to fund payments in the
last budget.

Imma chairwoman Ali Cur-
ran wrote to Minister for
Culture Patrick O’Donovan in
January to say the museum
needed €321,000, based on the
retirements it expected to oc-
cur, to fund pension payments
for the year. It had requested
this amount as part of last
year’s budget process, but was
granted just €45,000.

“Imma does not have availa-
ble resources to support
Imma’s pension obligations be-
yond the allocation of €45,000,
nor has Imma reserves of
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funding from previous years,”
Curran wrote in the letter, re-
leased under the Freedom of In-
formation Act.

She went on to warn that “at
some point in 2026 Imma will
find itself unable to pay its pen-
sioners due to an absolute lack
of resources”. The letter said
the timing of that would de-
pend on decisions to retire tak-
en byindividual employees.

Matter of urgency
The museum first forecast this
funding requirement in 2019,
Curran wrote, adding that “the
matter has been brought to the
attention of the department on,
at least, a biannual basis since
2021”. The board requested
that the “matter be addressed
and funding secured as a mat-
ter of urgency”.

An Imma spokesman said
there has not yet been an
additional allocation of funds to

Business
Today

Tech: US software
group PTC cutits Irish
taxbill by 77 per cent to
€132,000 asitrecorded
a900-foldincreasein
pretax profits. Page 12

Pensions: Thelrish
Association of Pension
Fundsis seeking sup-
port for the creation of
an Irish-focused invest-
mentfund. Page 12

cover pension costs for this
year, but that full funding had
been providedlast year.

“Imma remains in close dia-
logue with the department and
ishopeful that the full financing
requirement will be secured
before the end of the year,” he
said.

The museum said that the sit-
uation was not resolved and
that along-term solution would
see all pension payments fund-
ed through its annual grant
from the Oireachtas.

A Department of Culture
spokesman said it continues to
engage with Imma to address
the matter.

The letter was written short-
ly after Imma co-signed corre-
spondence to Minister for Pub-
lic Expenditure Jack Cham-
bers, along with the National Li-
brary of Ireland and the Nation-
al Museum of Ireland, flagging
similarissues.
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ments before the war, and has
warned vessels not to sail with-
outits authorisation.

It said late on Saturday it had
closed the waterway after firing
awarning shot that struck a ves-
sel travelling on an unauthor-
ised route. Yesterday, it said it
had disabled a second vessel.

India said one of its nation-
als was missing after an attack
on the container ship GFS Gal-
axy off the coast of Oman.
Oman said 23 crew members
had been rescued. Qatar ad-
vised all vessels, including lei-
sure boats, fishing boats and jet

The war that began with US
and Israeli strikes against Iran
on February 28th has destabi-
lised the Gulf, while Iran’s effec-
tive blockade of the strait has
driven energy prices higher,
fuelling global inflation.

Higher prices, especially for
gasoline, are politically sensi-
tive for Trump in advance of No-
vember’s US congressional elec-
tions.

Iran has sought to establish a
permanent system for collect-
ing fees in the strait, which car-
ried one-fifth of the world’s oil
and liquefied natural gas ship-

skis, to suspend activities.

Iran’s recently created Per-
sian Gulf Strait Authority said
that passage through the strait
was not possible due to “recent
illegal movements of the Unit-
ed States military forces in the
region”. Permits would be is-
sued “as soon as stability and
calmare restored”, it said.

US Central Command, how-
ever, saidIran did not control
the strait and that “traffic is
flowing”.-Reuters
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