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Russia imports huge quantities of
Irish-made parts for attack drones

Investigation

Ina 15-month
period, beginning in
January 2024, just
under 10 tonnes of
components from
Irish companies
reached Russia

CONORGALLAGHER
Crime and Security Correspondent

Electronic components from
Irish companies are being
shipped to Russia in vast quanti-
ties where they are often fitted
to “kamikaze drones” for use
against civilian targets in
Ukraine, an Irish Times investi-
gation has found.

This is despite EU export
bans introduced following the
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022, designed to
shut off the supply of such tech-
nology to Russia.

In a 15-month period, begin-
ning in January 2024, just un-
der 10 tonnes of components
from Irish companies reached
Russia. All but 4 per cent con-
sisted of components subject to
EU export bans, an analysis of
trade data shows.

None of the parts were
shipped directly from the Irish
companies, which are not ac-
cused of any wrongdoing. In-
stead they came from a variety
of wholesale and export compa-
nies, mostly based in China.

The material included
1.3 tonnes of antennas original-
ly made by the Irish company
Taoglas and imported by Rus-
siain 2024.

Kamikazedrones

These antennas weigh as little
as 9g, meaning up to 144,000
units were shipped in a single
year. That is enough to make
36,000 Geran-2 kamikaze
drones, a weapon that has be-
come a central part of Russia’s

strategy to wear down
Ukraine’s will to fight by attack-
ing civilian targets.

Chips made by Taoglas,
which is headquartered in En-
niscorthy, Co Wexford, have
been found in the guidance sys-

tems of Geran-2 drones, along
with many other components
from EU companies, according
to unpublished analysis by
Ukrainianintelligence.

The Geran-2 drone, which is
being mass-produced in Rus-
sian factories, can carry a 90kg
warhead and has a range of up
to 2,000km.

Last year, Russia launched
34,000 Geran-2s, killing more
than 600 civilians and plunging
cities and towns into freezing
darkness over the winter.

Their low cost and long
range mean they also present a
big threat to EU countries, Eu-
ropean security officials say.

Sensors manufactured by TE
Connectivity, another
Irish-headquartered company,
have also been found in drones.

In March 2022, shortly after
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
the EU banned the export of
technology to Russia which
could have military applica-
tions.

Tradedata
However, the flow of Irish and
EU components has continued.
Trade data covering the period
January 2024 to March 2025
shows Russian companies im-
ported 140 shipments of TE
Connectivity-made products,
weighing 8.5 tonnes, which are
covered by the EU trade ban.
During the same period, five
shipments of Taoglas antennas
were imported by Russia. All
but one of these were of prod-
ucts subject to the EU ban.
Many of the wholesale and ex-

port companies, along with the
Russian importers, have al-
ready been subject to EU, US or
Ukrainian sanctions designed
totarget Russia’s military indus-
try.

In statements, Taoglas and
TE Connectivity said they take
various measures to prevent
the downstream sale of compo-
nents to Russian customers.

“We do not, and will not, sell
to any entity identified as facili-
tating the diversion of technolo-
gy to Russia,” Taoglas said. It
added it was not previously
aware its components were be-
ingused in the Geran-2.

TE Connectivity, which is
headquartered in Galway, said
it “is firmly committed to its pol-
icy of no direct or indirect ship-
ments of its products to Russia

or to any sanctioned country
and will continue to communi-
cate this policy with distribu-
tion partners, and expect them
to comply”.

Russia uses western compo-
nentsin many of its military sys-
tems, but the Geran-2is particu-
larly reliant on foreign parts.

The investigation, which was
conducted alongside the Organ-
ised Crime and Corruption Re-
porting Project and other Euro-
pean media outlets, found the
drone contains almost 500 for-
eign parts, far more than previ-
ously known. This includes
about 100 components made
by 19 European companies.

How Irish components
are ending up in
Russian drones: page 5
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Review of SNA allocations paused after backlash

JACKHORGAN-JONES
and MARIE O'HALLORAN

A review of special needs assis-
tant (SNA) allocations is being
paused after criticism from
teachers, parents and unions.
The U-turn came after the
National Council for Special Ed-
ucation (NCSE) contacted al-
most 200 schools indicating
their allocations were being re-
duced. Minister for Education
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and Youth Hildegarde
Naughton had indicated that
the reviews would continue but
said yesterday that she would

pause the process.
A total of 584 reviews have
been carried out, with

two-thirds of schools set to re-
tain or grow their SNA alloca-
tion for 2026. However, 194
schools would see their alloca-
tion cut.

“I want to reiterate that
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there are no cuts to SNA num-
bers. I want to ensure that
SNAs are with the children who
most need their care,”
Naughton said.

“No furtherletterson SNA re-
view outcomes will issue until
these engagements have con-
cluded in the coming weeks,”
the Minister added.

The Department of Educa-
tion had said the number of
SNAs allocated to a school can

Ru55|a A senior Rus-
sian official has said
Moscow could deploy its
navy to protect Russian-
linked vessels from
potential European
seizures. Page 6

change for various reasons, in-
cluding fluctuating student num-
bers, changes in care needs or
students moving to post-prima-
ry level. Even after the pause,
there were calls for clarity over
what would happen in cases
where aschool had already been
told of a cutinits supply.

In the Da&il, Taoiseach
Micheal Martin said “no SNA is
being removed from any school
during this school year”. But he
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said “it’s not plausible that
there wouldn’tbe reviews”.
The Fianna Fdil parliamenta-
ry party meeting last night was
dominated by the issue, with
several party members angry at
theway decisions on SNA reduc-
tions were communicated.
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Analysis: page 3
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m Ukrainian rescuers walk
through the rubble of a
building heavily damaged in a
Russian attack in Odesa last
week. PHOTOGRAPH: OLEKSANDR
GIMANOV/AFP/GETTY

Meta urges Ireland
to block planned
EU social media law

Digital Fairness Act proposes banning
addictive features such as ‘infinite scroll’

ELLENCOYNE
Political Correspondent

Meta, the global tech giant,
wants the Irish Government
to use its coming European
Union presidency to advocate
for the scrapping of a law that
would crack down on addic-
tive social media features like
infinite scroll.

The owner of Facebook and
Instagram, which has a signifi-
cant presence in Ireland
through its European head-
quarters in Dublin, also wants
landmark EU legislation on ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) to be
paused and rethought. The
same legislation has already
been stalled and watered
down, following intense lobby-
ing from tech giants and the
US government.

Meta included the policy
proposals in a submission to
the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs on Ireland’s upcoming
presidencyof the EU. The Gov-
ernment has already said digi-
tal online safety will be a key
theme of its presidency, but
so-called simplification of pro-
posed Al legislationis also like-
ly to feature.

Inits submission, Meta iden-
tified the scrapping of an up-
coming European law called
the Digital Fairness Act (DFA)
as a policy and legislative pro-
posal that Ireland should fo-
cus on during its six-month
presidency.

The legislation would try to
limit what the European Com-
mission believes are unfair
commercial practices used by

tech giants including infinite
scroll, autoplay, gambling-like
features, “dark patterns” that
push people towards commer-
cial decisions they may not oth-
erwise make, and personal-
ised advertising and profiling
of internet users. Michael
McGrath, the European com-
missioner for justice, is respon-
sible for advancing the Act.
When asked in its submis-
sionwhat Ireland should prior-
itise during its presidency,
Meta said: “The Commission
should withdraw the DFA. It

m European
commissioner
Michael
McGrath is
responsible for
the Act

contradicts the EU’s efforts to
simplify digital regulations, in-
troducing new rules for com-
panies in areas already ad-
dressed by existing (and re-
cent) EUlaws.”

Meta is one of hundreds of
stakeholders who sent such
submissions to the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs,
which is the lead department
for the EU presidency.

The company referenced a
letter sent last October from
19 European leaders, which
called for less red tape and
greater simplification from
the EU. Meta pointed out that
the letter “called for ‘self-re-
straint when it comes to new
legislation™.
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