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New plans drawn up to help
the State handle extreme
weather and climate change
are severely inadequate, a
damning assessment by the cli-
mate change watchdog has
found.

The Climate Change Adviso-
ry Council (CCAC) argues the
sectoral adaptation plans
(SAPs) lack detail, funding
and clarity around who is re-
sponsible for delivering them.

In a letter to the Govern-
ment, the CCAC saidit was “ex-
tremely disappointed” with
the plans, which it said con-
tained “limited commitment
to tangible actions”.

The letter was sent shortly
before Christmas, several
weeks away from the first anni-
versary of Storm Éowyn,
which revealed serious weak-
nesses in the country’s power,
communications and water
services.

It also comes as a report
published at the weekend
showed climate-related disas-
ters inflicted huge economic
harm around the world in
2025, with the 10 costliest
causing more than ¤100 bil-
lion in damage.

That bill, calculated in a
Christian Aid report, covered
only insured losses and not the
incalculable cost of lives lost
and communities uprooted.

Storm Éowyn caused more
than ¤300 million in damage
to insured property in Ireland.

To prepare for similar ex-
treme weather events and oth-
er climate change impacts
such as drought, flooding, sea
level rise and heatwaves, the
Government last month pub-
lished 10 SAPs.

They cover homes, business-
es, farming, road, transport,
schools, hospitals, water sup-
plies, telecommunications
and electricity networks, the
natural and built heritage.

They are meant to ensure
all sectors are resilient to ex-
treme weather events and can
adapt to longer-term climate
changes.

However, the CCAC’s as-
sessment says: “Visions of re-
silience remain generic, and
specific resilience targets are

not defined.” The council’s let-
ter said: “Without greater am-
bition, resourcing and a more
systemic approach, the suffer-
ing of our vulnerable commu-
nities will increase further and
the economic, health and envi-
ronmental impacts from ex-
treme weather events will con-
tinue to mount.”

It expressed particular con-
cern about the protection of
homes, especially those in
coastal areas.

“Issues such as coastal ero-
sion are not dealt with,” its as-
sessment says.

It says the plans do not prop-
erly address disaster risk re-
duction or look beyond the
country to see how climate im-
pacts elsewhere risk disrupt-
ing life.

The CCAC point out that it
met departmental officials to
help with the plans, made rec-
ommendations for inclusion
and critiqued the draft ver-
sions, and still they came up
short.

“There is no clear costing of
activities within the SAPs, no
indication of investment
needs and no clear commit-
ment of available funding to
support implementation,” the
assessment says.

“This is concerning, as lack
of financing was already identi-
fied as a key constraint to the
implementation of the first it-
eration of SAPs [in 2019].” It
says most SAPs “lack specific
actions and defined mile-
stones” and “focus heavily on
risk identification and infor-
mation gathering, with limit-
ed commitment to tangible ad-
aptation actions”.

The Department of Cli-
mate, Energy and the Environ-
ment said the Government
thanked the CCAC for its help
in developing the plans.

“We will examine the re-
port they have submitted to
look at adaptation policy go-
ing forward,” it said.

It said actions in the SAPs
would be funded from depart-
mental budgets and the Na-
tional Development Plan.

It added that from January
a new national adaptation
taskforce would “monitor de-
livery of the actions and ad-
dress cross-cutting issues and
risk ownership in a holistic
way”.
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Donald Trump said last night
he believes a deal to end Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine is “very
close” following a meeting in
Florida with Ukrainian presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

The US president said one or
two thorny issues remain, but
his meeting with Mr Zelenskiy
in Mar-a-Lago was “excellent”
and they covered “95 per cent”
of issues.

“I do think we are getting a
lot closer, maybe very close,” he
said at a press conference after
the meeting.

Mr Trump said territorial is-

sues remain but he thinks these
will be resolved.

Speaking after the meeting,
Mr Zelenskiy said he had a
great discussion with the Ameri-
can leader, and US-Ukraine se-
curity guarantees are “100 per
cent agreed to”.

Mr Trump said he was on the
phone with Russian president
Vladimir Putin for “maybe 2½
hours” yesterday. He said he
thinks the Russian and Ukraini-
an presidents both want to see a
deal agreed. He said Mr Putin
wants to see Ukraine succeed.

Mr Zelenskiy said Ukraine

has a “different position”to Rus-
sia on Donbas. He said Russia
had to respect Ukrainian land
and “the territory which we con-
trol”. He said Ukraine’s atti-
tude to Donbas is “very clear”
and that it is “a different posi-
tion to Russia”.

“It is the land of our nation,
for generations,” he said.

Mr Trump said the issue of
Donbas is “unresolved but get-
ting closer”.

Asked if there was any agree-
ment on a free trade zone on
Donbas, Mr Trump said it was a
“very tough issue but one I

think we’ll get resolved”.
Mr Trump and Mr Zelenskiy

spoke with the leaders of
France, Finland, Poland, Nor-
way, Italy, the UK and Germa-
ny, along with the Nato secre-
tary general and head of the Eu-
ropean Commission after their
meeting.

Afterwards Mr Trump said
he believed Mr Putin was ready
to make a peace deal. There
were no signs, however, that
Russia was willing to drop any
of its demands. According to
Kremlin adviser Yuri Ushakov,
Mr Trump “listened carefully

yesterday to Russia’s assess-
ment of the conflict. Both sides
agreed that a ceasefire pro-
posed by Ukraine and Europe
would only prolong the fighting
“and is fraught with renewed
hostilities”, Mr Ushakov said.

Asked about Ukraine’s
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant,
one of the key sticking points in
the talks, Trump said Mr Putin
is “working with Ukraine on get-
ting it open”.

“He’s been very good in that
sense. He wants to see that
open,” Mr Trump added.

The US president said he had

offered to address the Ukraini-
an parliament. “If that would
help, I don’t know if that would
help. I think it would probably
help, but I don’t even know,” he
said. – Agencies
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Irish Embassy officials spent
thousands of pounds buying
tickets for Ireland’s matches at
the 1994 USA World Cup, in an
effort to prevent a “riotous situ-
ation” after hundreds of Irish
fans were left stranded in Flori-
da when a British travel agent
went out of business.

The rationale for the deci-
sion is outlined in documents re-
leased to the National Archives,
as is a pre-tournament letter
from then-tánaiste Dick Spring
to Fifa chief Sepp Blatter seek-
ing “an adequate supply of tick-
ets for Irish supporters”.

British travel firm Sportex
was wound up while fans were
in the US in June 1994, mean-
ing planned hotels and tickets
for Ireland’s three group games
against Italy, Mexico and Nor-
way did not materialise.

A letter dated December
13th, 1994 from the Irish Em-

bassy in Washington, DC to the
Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) explained how embassy
officials took matters into their
own hands to protect Ireland’s
“image” in the US.

“[Embassy officials] saved a
potentially damaging and even
riotous situation when the Brit-
ish travel firm Sportex col-
lapsed and left many Irish soc-
cer fans stranded and without
tickets in Florida,” the file not-
ed. It said the purchase of the
tickets provided “a vital safety
net for Ireland and our image
here, especially given the in-
tense and daily media interest
in the Sportex case”.

The official continued:
“Though it was a purely defen-
sive and damage-limitation ef-
fort on our part, the defusion of
the potentially riotous situation
involving Sportex fans in Flori-
da prevented the important en-
hancement of the image of Ire-
land, which was developed dur-

ing the World Cup, being seri-
ously undermined overnight.”

A DFA briefing note from
June 1994 outlined that offi-
cials were “trying to alleviate
the consequences of the failure
of this London company
[Sportex] to pay for hotel ac-
commodation and transport in
the US, and to provide match
tickets for 300 to 370 Cork peo-
ple who had booked three-
match packages with them ei-
therdirect or through Cork trav-
el agents”.

The memo noted that, by
June 21st, “it was clear that no
funds would be forthcoming
from the company in time to be
of practical relevance to the
Irish clients affected”.

The actions of the embassy
staff were praised afterwards,
including in a letter from Ire-
land’s ambassador to the US,
Dermot Gallagher, to DFA sen-
ior official Anne Anderson on
July 15th, 1994.
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