
CAROLINE O’DOHERTY
Climate and Science
Correspondent

Planning regulations must stip-
ulate that new developments
cannot leave nature worse off,
the Climate Change Advisory
Council (CCAC) has said.

The council said regulations

need to be drawn up to ensure
no net loss to biodiversity when
construction projects are com-
plete.

That would mean preserving
green spaces and biodiversity
corridors, and creating habi-
tats where nature can survive,
by using “nature-inclusive infra-
structure”.

It also said planners must in-
sist developers incorporate “na-
ture-based solutions” in their
design and construction.

That would meanstrengthen-
ing natural features to help
with drainage, shade, flood
protection, water manage-
ment, temperature control and
greenhouse gas capture and
storage.

The CCAC said while the Na-
tional Planning Framework
published earlier this year stat-
ed that planning authorities
“should seek to address no net
loss of biodiversity”, that goal

would not be achieved without
regulations.

“The development of nation-
al guidance to support the inte-
gration of biodiversity into plan-
ning processes should be pro-
gressed without delay, given
the projected growth in new
housing supply and other infra-
structure over the next dec-
ade,” it said.

“Regulation is needed on
how no net loss of biodiversity
should be practically achieved
in the planning and execution
of individual projects.

“No net loss will require that

individual developments cause
no measurable loss to biodiver-
sity, compared with what was
there before development.”

‘Naturecredits’
Such regulations could require
developers to compensate for
interference with nature by in-
vesting in biodiversity in other
locations or buying “nature
credits”, the CCAC suggests.

The recommendations come
in the CCAC’s annual review of
biodiversity, which warns that
ecosystems are under increas-
ing risk from the impact of

climate change.
The review criticises the Gov-

ernment for failing to adequate-
ly recognise the threats.

“Ireland is falling far short of
its international conservation
commitments, with only
14.4 per cent of land and just un-
der 10 per cent of marine areas
under formal protection, far be-
low the 30 per cent target set
for 2030,” the review said.

It said the Government has
not allocated enough money to
protect biodiversity, calculat-
ing that there is a shortfall of
¤700 million annually.

Climate Change Advisory Council calls on
developers to abide by ‘no net loss’ rules
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The Government is said to be
increasingly unlikely to in-
clude trade in services in the
scope of the Occupied Territo-
ries Bill, which is intended to
bantrade in goods withcompa-
nies operating from the Pales-
tinian territories occupied by
Israel.

Speaking in the Dáil yester-
day, Taoiseach Micheál Mar-
tin said, “the feedback I’m get-
ting, it’s not just implementa-
ble”.

Speaking afterwards, sen-
ior sources confirmed this is
the Taoiseach’s view – that in-
cluding services would not be
practically possible – though
the official Dáil record con-
tains a slightly different ver-
sion of what Mr Martin told
the House.

The official record of the
Dáil, published last night on
the Oireachtas website,
quotes Mr Martin as follows:
“The Attorney General is com-
ing back to us on a number of
fronts, including how it could
be implemented. The feed-
back I am getting is not just on
whether it could be imple-
mented but also on whether
we would be putting compa-
nies based here in a very diffi-
cult position through no fault
of their own in respect of how
it would be treated in the Unit-
ed States.”

In fact, as confirmed by re-
cordings of the Dáil exchang-
es, what the Taoiseach said
was this: “The Attorney Gener-
al is coming back to us, on a
number of fronts. One, its im-
plementability, by the way.
And the feedback I’m getting
it’s not just implementable.
But secondly, are you putting
companies based here in a
very difficult position through
no fault of their own in respect
of how that would be treated
in the United States.”

The version in the official re-
cord suggests the Taoiseach is
awaiting “feedback” on wheth-
er it would be possible to in-
clude services. What the Taoi-
seach actually said is the feed-
back he has already received
suggests it would not be possi-
ble to include services in the
legislation.

The proposed Bill alreadyin-
cludes a ban on trade in goods,
but including services in the
Bill is a key demand of pro-Pal-
estinian campaigners and Op-
position parties.

Tánaiste Simon Harris has
said he wants to include a ban
on services if it is legally possi-
ble. In the Dáil, Mr Martin said
that he needed to discuss the
matter with the Tánaiste.

Non-committal
Yesterday, the Fine Gael presi-
dential candidate Heather
Humphreys said she was in fa-
vour of including services,
which has also been recom-
mended by the Oireachtas For-
eign Affairs Committee.

The other presidential can-
didate, Catherine Connolly, is
strongly in favour of including
services.

Mr Harris has repeatedly
said he agrees with people
who want to include services
under the provisions of the Bill
– but has also said that the Gov-
ernment needs to get the ad-
vice of Attorney General Ros-
sa Fanning on whether this is
legally possible.

It is understood while the is-
sue has been discussed at the
highest level in Government,
no formal advice has been is-
sued and no firm decision has
been made.

But there is no expectation
among some senior figures
that the Bill will be amended
to include services.

A spokesman for Mr Harris
was non-committal.

“The Tánaiste has said that
he has no policy difference
with the Opposition in rela-
tion to the inclusion of servic-
es, however, any legislation
must be legally robust and
withstand challenge.”

Meanwhile, the Govern-
ment is to move a confidence
motion in Tánaiste Simon Har-
ris today. The Coalition had
been facing the prospect of a
no confidence motion put
down by Aontú next week, in
the days preceding the presi-
dential vote on Friday.
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Instagram, the social media
platform owned by Meta, has re-
leased new protections for
young users that mean teenag-
ers will only see content on the
platform that is the equivalent
of what they would see in a
PG-13 film.

The update, which will be
available in Ireland from early
2026, will see the setting auto-
matically applied to teen users
under the age of 18. Teenagers
will be unable to opt out of the
setting without a parent’s per-
mission, the social media giant
said in a statement yesterday.

The announcement follows a
tightening of Instagram’s pro-
tections for children last year,
when it moved to restrict who
can contact teens and what con-
tent they can see, with the set-
tings controlled by parental
permission.

Yesterday, Meta said it has
now decided to “more closely
align” Instagram’s policies with
an “independent standard that
parents are familiar with”.

The company reviewed its
age-appropriate guidelines
against PG-13 movie ratings
and “updated them according-
ly”, the Facebook owner said.

‘Strictersetting’
The platform is also unveiling
“a new, stricter setting for
parents who prefer a more re-
strictive experience for their
teen”.

Teen users will also no
longer be able to follow ac-
counts that Instagram has
found to regularly share age-in-
appropriate content, or if their
name or bio is inappropriate for
teens.

“In addition to our
long-standing policies – which
already hide or prohibit the rec-

ommendation of sexually sug-
gestive content, graphic or dis-
turbing images, and adult con-
tent like tobacco or alcohol
sales from teens – our updated
policies will now go even fur-
ther,” the group said.

“This includes hiding or not
recommending posts with
strong language, certain risky
stunts, and additional content
that could encourage potential-
ly harmful behaviours, such as
posts showing marijuana para-
phernalia.

“We took parent feedback
into account as we developed
these changes.”

The updates will begin roll-
ing out in the United States,
UK, Australia and Canada from
today and will come to Ireland
and the rest of the world next
year, a spokeswoman said.

Meta will report highly antici-
pated third-quarter financial re-
sults later this month.

Instagram creates ‘PG-13’
protections for teen users
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Republic of Ireland
striker Evan
Ferguson
celebrates scoring
what turned out to
be the winner
against Armenia,
alongside Ryan
Manning, at the
Aviva Stadium last
night, although
Hungary’s 2-2 draw
with Portugal
makes qualification
all the more
difficult.
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