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Home

birth

service risks
patient
safety, HSE
audit finds

Report finds ‘no national governance
structure in place' for home births

No agreed maximum safe travel time to
the nearest maternity unit or midwife

SHAUNA BOWERS
Health Correspondent

The current home birth sys-
tem in Ireland creates a “risk
to patient safety”, an internal
health audit has found.

The Health Service Execu-
tive audit reached this finding
as there is no agreed maxi-
mum safe travel time to the
nearest maternity unit or
self-employed community
midwife (SECM).

InFebruary2022,thehome
birth service was moved from
community operations to
acute operations and isnow in-
tegrated into the 19 maternity
services nationwide.

Inlight of this, the HSE con-
ducted an audit to establish
the “adequacy and effective-
ness of governance and risk
management” of the home
birth service.

The auditors examined
three sites — Cork University
Maternity Hospital, Rotunda
Maternity Hospital and the
Coombe Maternity Hospital -
and reviewed 30 midwifery
notes relating to home births
that occurred between March
1st, 2023 and February 29th,
2024.

Weaknesses

It found weaknesses in the sys-
tem of governance across all
three sites, which the audit
said created a “significant risk
that the system will fail to
meetits objectives”.

According to the audit re-
port, there is “no national gov-
ernance structure in place”
for homebirths as acute opera-
tions no longer has oversight
due to the reorganisation of
the HSE into the six health re-
gions.

In 2022, the national direc-
tor of acute operations issued
a recommendation that all
women should reside 30 min-
utes or less “blue light dis-
tance” from their nearest ma-
ternity service.

However, the National
Women and Infants Health
Programme said it was “un-
clear who had responsibility
for the governance” of home
births due to the HSE'’s reor-
ganisation and no agreement
had been reached on safe trav-
el time or distance.

Weather

Mainly dry with a mix of cloud
and sunny spells once early
mist and fog patches clear.
Highs of 12-15degrees.
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There is a “risk to patient
safety where there is no
agreed standard maximum
safe travel time or distance
from the mother’s residence
to the SECMs and nearest ma-
ternity unit”, the audit report
added.

While risk eligibility and
suitability assessments were
completed with the expectant
mother at booking, there was
no evidence of regular update
of this throughout the preg-
nancy, itadded.

In 2022, the most recent
year for which figures are
available, there were 432 wom-
en registered for home birth.
The number has been rising
quite significantly in recent
years.

A spokesman for the HSE
said that, going forward,
home birth services will be op-
erated within HSE health re-
gions, reporting to the region-
al executive officer “in align-
ment with all other maternity
services” which will ensure
“consistency, quality and safe-
ty”.
Separately, the HSE also
published an audit into con-
sultant doctors who are not on
the specialist register.

Under current legislation,
doctors must be registered on
the specialist division register
(SDR) of the Irish Medical
Council to be eligible for con-
sultant posts.

However, there is a proto-
colin placewhich allowsa con-
sultant post to be filled by a
doctor not on the SDR in “the
most exceptional circumstanc-
es” when all options to recruit
a suitable candidate has been
exhausted.

According to the audit, de-
spite the legal and profession-
al requirement, the total num-
ber of consultant doctors em-
ployed by the HSE who were
not listed on the SDR in-
creased from 100 in 2021 to
133 in 2024. This number re-
ducedto 112 by March last.

Some 21 per cent of that 112
have been employed for more
than five years.

HSE audit finds

99 highest paid
consultants earned
average of €416,000:
page 3
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Entrepreneur cannot get enough councils'
backing while time is running out for Steen

HARRY McGEE
and ELLEN COYNE

The likelihood of more than
three candidates contesting the
presidential election has reced-
ed following Gareth Sheridan’s
failure to secure the backing of
fourlocal authorities.

The other prospective candi-

date with any hope of gaining a
place on the ballot paper is bar-
rister and conservative cam-
paigner Maria Steen. She met
Independent Ireland’s TDs last
night to request their support
as she scrambles to win the sup-
port of 20 Oireachtas members
before the close of nominations
tomorrow.
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With 12 councils holding spe-
cial meetings yesterday to con-
sider whether or not to nomi-
nate candidates, Mr Sheridan
(36) pinned his hopes on being
endorsed by two of three coun-
cils - Meath, Offaly and Louth.
He required two nominations,
having been nominated by
county councils in Kerry and
Tipperary last week.

The entrepreneur received
the first significant setback yes-
terday morning, however, after
Meath County Council voted by
14 votes to 13 to reject his nomi-
nation.

Some Israeli ministers ‘had genocidal
intent from day one’, says Taoiseach

KEITHDUGGAN
inNew York City

Taoiseach Michedl Martin has
stated certain members of the
Israeli government “clearly
had genocidal intent from day
one” in their response to the
Gaza conflict.

He also stressed the impor-
tance of the United States using
its influence on Israeli prime
minister Binyamin Netanyahu.
Mr Martin made the remarks as
United Nations member states
awaited today’s address from
US president Donald Trump at
the General Assembly in New
York.

Ireland’s delegation intends
on using the high-level week to
emphasise the dire need for ur-
gent resolution, with Tédnaiste
Simon Harris lobbying mem-
ber states for a vote on taking
sanctions against Israel.

Having recognised the state
of Palestine in May of last year,
the Irish Government has been

Poland: The Nato mem-
ber will not hesitate to
shoot down objects that
violateits airspace and
pose athreat, prime
minister Donald Tusk
hassaid. Page 7

encouraged by the recent suc-
cession of countries, including
Britain and Australia, falling
into step.

“[To say] the world is becom-
ing very, very angry and frus-
trated is an understatement in
terms of the continued killing
in Gaza and the absence of any
pathway to settlement,” Mr
Martin said, speaking outside
the UN headquarters in Man-
hattan immediately after the
opening address.

Two-state solution

“The conference today is de-
signed to try and create a path-
way to a two-state solution, but
we can see what is happening in
the West Bank is designed to
undermine any possibility of
that.Ithink there are many peo-
ple in Israel who are now very
disillusioned with prime
minister Netanyahu’s govern-
ment and the behaviour of min-
ister [Bezalel] Smotrich and
[Itamar] Ben-Gvir, who clearly
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have had genocidal intent from
day one.

“It’svery, very bleak. The ap-
proach of prime minister Netan-
yahu is absolutely shocking. He
seems to be plunging Gaza fur-
ther and further into the abyss.
He s, almost in a premeditated
and deliberate way, contribut-
ing to the isolation of Israel dip-
lomatically in the international
world.”

Mr Netanyahu, who is due to
address the UN on Friday, has
repeatedly scorned the concept
of an international forum on a
two-state solution.

Describing Ireland as being
“vindicated” in its “solid,
grounded” diplomatic support
for Palestine and the plight of
Gazans, Mr Martin stressed
that the outcome of the next
fewdaysin New Yorkare “anim-
portant moment for the Middle
Eastand Palestine”.
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Fianna Fdil and Fine Gael
councillors all voted against his
nomination, while Sinn Féin
members abstained. There
were eight abstentions.

Mr Sheridan then travelled
to Tullamore to make a caseata
meeting of Offaly County Coun-
cil in the early afternoon. He
was strongly supported by the
chairman of the council, Inde-
pendent councillor John Le-
ahy, who called on his col-
leagues to give Mr Sheridan a
chance.

“Let us give this young man
an opportunity to go up the

road with three nominations on
his ballot paper,” he said.

By a majority of 11 votes to
five, with two abstentions, the
council voted against endors-
ing any candidate. Fianna Fail
and Fine Gael councillors all
voted against any nomination.

Following the vote, Mr Sheri-
danacknowledged that “mathe-
matically” it was the end of his
campaign and confirmed he
was conceding.

“But that’s fine, we gave it
our best shot,” he said. “We got
two nominations, which was re-
ally encouraging, and we had a

Para
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finals

Ni Riain
takes silver
in Singapore

Roisin Ni Riain of
Team Ireland on
her way to taking
silver in the 100m
breaststroke final
during day two of
the World Para
Swimming
Championships in
Singapore. It was
the Limerick
swimmer’s second
medal of the gala.

Report: page 18
Photograph: Ian MacNicol/
Sportsfile

pathway. Unfortunately, the
pathway in the plan didn’t work
out.”

He said he had “no regrets”
about seeking a nomination.

His spokesman said: “Meath
and Offaly county councils
were two of the four prime tar-
gets for us. Losing Meath by
one vote was a hammer blow. It
was so tantalisingly close.”

Connolly disagrees with
Starmer on Hamas;
Trump loyalist claims to
be behind online abuse
of Gavin: page 2
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It's Time to Get Charged Up
for Ireland’s Largest EV Show!

Explore everything you need to switch to electric motoring, with
120+ EVs on display, exclusive launches including the Nissan LEAF
and Micra, unmissable test drives, expert panels, live demos and

more. Get expert advice on EV finance, charging, solar,

insurance and more.

Plus, don't miss our Business Day for enterprises, public sector
and fleet decision-makers.
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