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Fast track
planning to
speed up
projects in
€200bn plan

Exemptions to some environmental
assessments could accelerate delivery

Coalition prepares to unveil
National Development Plan today

JACKHORGAN-JONES,
MARTIN WALL
and ELLEN COYNE

Exemptions to some environ-
mental assessments and a
planning fast track for key na-
tionalinfrastructure are meas-
ures being studied by the Gov-
ernment as it bids to acceler-
ate project delivery.

The Cabinet committee on
infrastructure was briefed last
week on a review of blockages
to delivering projects. It was
told that, while common-law
jurisdictions are being hit
hard by delays to infrastruc-
ture, Ireland is especially vul-
nerable due to the slow pace of
the civil legal system here.

As part of the review, re-
forms introduced in other
countries are being examined,
with the Government consid-
ering whether legislative steps
areneeded.

This comes as the Coalition
preparesto unveil its €200 bil-
lion National Development
Plan (NDP), which was agreed
last night when the funding al-
location for the Department of
Housing was signed off.

Officials are assessing legis-
lative reforms undertaken in
other common-law jurisdic-
tions. The committee was told
the California Environmental
Quality Act essentially ex-
empts developments on
brownfield sites from certain
environmental assessments.
The committee heard Cana-
da’s One Canada Act enables
the fast-tracking of infrastruc-
ture deemed to be of national
importance.

Damaging shortfalls
Infrastructure deliveryis a pri-
ority for the Government as it
seeks to tackle damaging
shortfallsin housing in particu-
lar. Tanaiste Simon Harris re-
cently told Fine Gael mem-
bers that “new ways” to better
deliver infrastructure are
needed, with the current pro-
cess “taking toolong and caus-
ing significant problems for
the economy and society”.

Itis understood that a pres-
entation to the committee
from the Department of Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform
outlined changes made in the
UK’s planning and infrastruc-
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ture bill, as well as reforms in-
troduced in New Zealand and
Australia. The committee was
told that infrastructure deliv-
ery in Ireland is being held
back by complex regulatory
frameworks that in turn con-
tribute to an increase in High
Court judicial reviews, place a
burden on the courts and con-
tribute to uncertainty. All of
this drives up costs and can
lead to years-long delays.

Duplication

Meanwhile, co-ordination be-
tween regulators is lacking
and there is duplication be-
tween processes, Ministers
were told. They were also
briefed on issues in procure-
ment, State co-ordination and
funding.

The Cabinet will today sign
off on the NDP, allocating bil-
lions to water and grid infra-
structure, as well as capital in-
vestment in the likes of pris-
ons and sports facilities. There
will be more money for de-
fence as well, with increased
funding for radar, sonar and
protection for Irish troops.

Lastnight talks were contin-
uinginan efforttoreach agree-
ment on funding for housing
and water projects.

The Government is to allo-
cate an additional €30 billion
to its existing capital funding
allocation to boost infrastruc-
tural development across the
economy over the next five
years. Housing and water fund-
ing were the final elements of
the NDP agreed last night,
with €40 billion allocated
over five years.

Alongside the NDP, the
summer economic statement,
to be published today by Minis-
ter for Finance Paschal Dono-
hoe, will identify investment
inwater and energy infrastruc-
ture as a key priority for Budg-
et2026.

Mr Donohoe will announce
that the State will continue to
put money away in the Infra-
structure, Climate and Nature
Fund and the Future Ireland
Fund, to protect Ireland from
external shocks, and in antici-
pation of the increased costs
of an ageing society.
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Israel expands

MARK WEISS

Israel expanded its assault on
Hamas yesterday, advancing
for the first time during the
21-month war towards parts of
central Gaza previously spared
the worst devastation of the
war.

Gaza’s health ministry said
at least 130 Palestinians had
been killed in Deir el-Balah and
other areas of central Gaza in
the past 24 hours, one of the
highest such totals in recent
weeks.

The World Health Organisa-
tion said its staff residence and

main warehouse in Deir el-Bal-
ah was attacked three times yes-
terday, with a staff member still
in detention last night. “WHO
is appalled by the dangerous
conditions under which human-
itarians and health workers are
forced to operate,” it said.

The escalation came asIsrael
rejected international criticism
of its conduct in the Gaza war,
describing a statement by 26
countries, including Ireland, as
“detached from reality”, saying
Hamas was responsible for the
continued suffering of Gaza ci-
vilians.

The 25 countries and the EU

e
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Gaza

commissioner for equality, pre-
paredness and crisis manage-
ment, including the United
Kingdom, France and Canada,
called yesterday for the war in
Gazato end immediately.

The signatories condemned
the “inhumane killing of civil-
ians” seeking aid through the
Gaza Humanitarian Founda-
tion (GHF) aid sites.

The foreign ministers of the
countries, all members of the
OECD, published a joint state-
menturging the Israeli Govern-
ment to “immediately lift re-
strictions on the flow of aid and
to urgently enable the UN and

Extradition of George Gibney
from US to Ireland imminent

CONORLALLY
Crime and Security Editor

The extradition of former Irish
Olympic swimming team coach
George Gibney from the United
States to the Republic is immi-
nent. He is due to appear in
court in Dublin as early as to-
day, The Irish Times under-
stands.

Sources stressed the precise
timing of the extradition and
the court appearance could
change. However, according to
plans in place late last night, it
was expected Mr Gibney would
appear before a Dublin court to-
day, or very shortly thereafter.

Garda members have al-
ready travelled to the US as part
of the plan to bring him back to
the Republic. That operation
was being run by the Garda Ex-
tradition Unit, which is part of
the National Bureau of Crimi-
nal Investigation.

accused Jeffrey Epstein
of sexual assault almost
three decadesagotold
prosecutors toinvesti-
gate US president
Donald Trump. Page 8

py ,
[ \ S o
m Former Irish Olympic
swimming team coach
George Gibney. PHOTOGRAPH:
MARK HORGAN

Mr Gibney had been held in
custody in Florida, where he
has lived for years, since his ar-
rest there last month on foot of
an extradition request from the
Irish authorities after being
charged with 79 sexual offenc-
es. The fact the DPP had ap-
proved charges over two years
ago was a closely guarded se-
cretthat only emerged when he
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was arrested last month.The ex-
tradition request was sent last
October by the authorities in
Ireland to American law en-
forcement, via the Irish embas-
sy in Washington. Mr Gibney,
who settled in the US in 1995,
was arrested in Florida on July
1st by US Marshalls and has re-
mained in custody pending the
extradition process.

Detentionhearing

Ten days ago he withdrew hisre-
quest for a detention hearing in
Florida and also consented to
being extradited to the Repub-
lic, clearing the way for his re-
turn to face the charges.

The extradition process in-
volves Garda members accom-
panying him on a flight from
the US to Dublin. He was due to
be arrested by gardai on arrival
in Dublin, probably this morn-
ing, and taken to court for his
firstappearance.
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humanitarian NGOs to do their
life-saving work safely and effec-
tively”.

“The suffering of civilians in
Gaza has reached new depths,”
the statement read. “The Israe-
li government’s aid delivery
modelis dangerous, fuels insta-
bilityand deprives Gazans of hu-
man dignity.” The statement,
signed by Tédnaiste Simon Har-
ris, says the signatories are “pre-
pared to take further action” to
bring about a ceasefire.

Israel’s foreign ministry said
the international criticism sent
the wrong message to Hamas.

“All claims about the ab-

.

assault, striking WHO building

sence of a ceasefire deal and re-
lease of hostages should be di-
rected at the terrorist organisa-
tion that started this war and is
prolongingit,” the foreign min-
istry said.

“The declaration does not
mention Hamas’s role and re-
sponsibility for the situation. It
issolely responsible for the con-
tinued suffering on both sides.”

Incidents of Palestinians be-
ing killed while trying to collect
food from distribution points
run by the controversial GHF
arereported almost every day.

Gaza’s civil defence agency
said atleast 93 Palestinians had

m A man carries a child as
Palestinians evacuated the
area before Israeli warplanes
targeted a building in central
Gaza yesterday. PHOTOGRAPH:
GETTY IMAGES

been killed queuing for food on
Sunday, but Israel has ques-
tioned these figures. Fifty hos-
tages remain in Hamas captivi-
ty, of whom 20 are believed to
bealive.

Attack on Gaza haven
amid ceasefire talks
baffles analysts: page 7
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