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Cabinet
to see age
verifying
app next
month

M Harris: Ireland should follow suit
with UK under-16 social media ban

Tadgh McNally and
Imasha Costa

An age-verification app is set
to be brought to Cabinet next
month as the Government
ramps up preparations to
ban social media for under-
16s.

Tanaiste Simon Harris has
said Ireland should follow
suit with Britain, which has
announced plans to bar
under-16s from accessing so-
cial media platforms.

Mr Harris confirmed cul-
ture minister Patrick O’Do-
novan would bring the plans
to Cabinet in July, with one
aspect being the Govern-
ment’s age-verification
mechanism.

While the plans are in
train, some experts have
warned that young people
will take action to circum-
vent any restriction on their
social media use.

The Government pre-
viously signalled the system
would introduce age-verifi-
cation requirements for cer-
tain websites, with it being
checked against an individ-
ual’s personal public service
(PPS) number.

It is being developed as
part of the Government’s
digital wallet plan, which
will allow people to access
documents such as birth cer-
tificates or driving licences.

The wallet is being intro-
duced as the Government is
now legally obliged to intro-
duce one by the end of the
year due to EU regulations.

It is understood there may
be a need for legislation to re-
strict social media access for
under-16s once the verifi-
cation tool is rolled out.

Mr Harris said British
prime minister Keir Starmer
had shown “real leadership”
on banning social media for
young people.

“I think the social experi-
mentation on the minds of
our young people is real. It’s
worrying. I think it’s poten-
tially the mental health and
wellbeing challenge of our
time.”

He said it was the Govern-
ment’s preference to act at
an EU level, saying he hoped
progress could be made dur-
ing Ireland’s EU Council
presidency beginning next
month.

“The most impactful thing
we can see is the EU moving
quickly but, if it doesn’t, Ire-
land has the right under its
own domestic legislation to
act,” he added.

Taoiseach Micheal Mar-
tin, meanwhile, said he had
spoken with Ireland’s EU

commissioner Michael
McGrath, who said there
were active efforts under
way by the European Com-
mission to protect young
people from the harms of so-
cial media.

Mr Martin said this was
“potentially” moving in the
direction taken in Britain.

“There’s a growing
groundswell of national gov-
ernments that we have to do
more to protect young
people. The precise mechan-
isms of a ban on social media
for under-16s is to be worked
out.”

Mr Martin said it was like
other areas where the Gov-
ernment has intervened to
protect people, citing inter-
ventions on restricting alco-
hol and tobacco.

“Social media is the public
health issue of our time, and
governments have to act,”
Mr Martin said.

However, some experts
cautioned that any attempt
to restrict children and
young adults from accessing
social media will see them
seek ways around it.

Senior lecturer of business
information systems at UCC
Stephen McCarthy said
there “will always be worka-
rounds, unfortunately”, and
believes this will be the main
challenge.

“It is very hard to control,
and maybe social media
companies will then put the
responsibility back on par-
ents,” he added.

“A lot of young teenagers
would feel like if they are not
on social media and their
friends are, then they are
completely out of the loop, so
that peer pressure will be a
big factor too.”

Associate professor in
clinical psychology at the
University of Limerick Ruth
Melia agreed an outright ban
would not work, and that this
has been visible in Australia
after it was introduced.

“The Australian experi-
ment hasn’t worked, and
very, very quickly, young
people were able to get past
the age verification pro-
cesses and/or were driven
into less safe or less regu-
lated online spaces. A ban for
under-16-year-olds means
there is no onus on that so-
cial media platform to en-
sure that their content is safe
and suitable for those
people,” she said.

Meanwhile, CyberSafe-
Kids Ireland said measures
proposed by Mr Starmer
were still “not enough to ad-
equately protect children”.
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PURPLE REIGN: Teagan O'Leary picks lavender during a day out at Joe’s Farm near the village of Killeagh in East Cork.
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Two pensioners alone in home on hitman’s list

Jimmy Woulfe

The only people in a house in
Limerick that was to be
targeted by an international
hitman were two elderly
pensioners.

Members of the family
who normally live there
were not at the house that
evening, so the pensioners
were on their own.

The body of the suspected
international hitman who
died in a road crash while
being driven on a murder
mission in Limerick last
Monday was handed over to
undertakers yesterday after
an autopsy at University
Hospital Limerick.

Limerick coroner John
McNamara will convene an
inquest at a later date.

The dead man, Axel
Liebsch Morales, aged 33,
was armed and wearing a
balaclava when his accom-
plice drove into two other
cars on the Newcastle West/
Abbeyfeale N21 road.

The gunman died at the
scene.

Both men carried Swedish
passports, and the gunman
originally came from South
America.

A phone sat nav recovered
from the scene of the colli-
sion showed they were en
route to Rathkeale, where
the intended target lived.

The driver fled the scene.

Gardai suspect he has
been helped evade arrest by
the group who commis-
sioned the gun attack.

Meanwhile, the feud
which has raged in Rath-
keale has escalated to the
town’s transient Traveller
population with a vicious
knife attack on a girl attend-
ing a wedding abroad.

She received major face in-
juries.

A local source who works
closely with Travellers in
Rathkeale said the feud,
which erupted after a violent
incident in the past three
years and for which a man is
currently serving a jail

€1.3bn spent on ‘temporary
fixes' for school shortages

Jess Casey
Education Correspondent

The Department of Edu-
cation is facing calls to ex-
plain its bill for accommo-
dation as it emerged €1.3bn
has been spent on rented
lands, buildings, and modu-
lar accommodation for
schools since 2020.

Temporary accommo-
dation, such as prefabs, are
often used by schools
waiting under the school
building programme. It is
also used when additional
capacity needs to be created
quickly, including when
children need access to a
school place.

Between 2020 and 2025,
the department spent €222m
on renting lands and accom-
modation for schools, in-
cluding rented buildings
and rented modular accom-
modation.

From 2021 to 2025, the
expenditure on its modular
programme, which includes
the installation of modular
units and all associated site
works and fees, amounted to
€1.14bn.

In 2021, €73m was spent
on the programme. This
spend had more than quad-
rupled by 2024, growing to
€299m. A further €288m
was incurred in 2025.

The average cost for a
modular unit for a primary
school classroom is now
€367,000, excluding Vat, ac-
cording to the department,
with the cost of associated
site works varying depend-
ing on site conditions.

Since 2021, it has com-
pleted 595 purchased modu-
lar projects. A further 198
projects are at an advanced
stage of delivery and con-
struction.

The details were provided

Labour's Eoghan Kenny said the
public deserved an explanation.

in an update to the Dail’s
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) , which had requested
a breakdown on the depart-
ment’s spend on rented and
prefab accommodation.

Earlier this year, the Gov-
ernment agreed to provide
additional funding of €646m
to the Department of Edu-
cation to address shortfalls,
which will be paid for by
levying other departments.

Labour’s education
spokesman Eoghan Kenny
said that modular accommo-
dation and temporary ar-
rangements have an import-
ant role to play in respond-
ing to urgent demand.

“However, temporary
measures were never in-
tended to become a long-
term substitute for proper
planning and investment,”
he said.

Mr Kenny, who is also a
member of the PAC, said
that taxpayers are entitled
to ask “how we have reached
a point where more than
€1.3bn has been spent on
temporary school accommo-
dation solutions, while
communities continue to
wait for permanent edu-
cational infrastructure”.

“No one disputes the need
to accommodate children

quickly,” Mr Kenny said.

“The real question is why
the State continues to spend
billions on temporary fixes
while failing to get ahead of
the demand we know is
coming.”

In its submission to the
committee, the department
said it has committed to
conducting a strategic re-
view of the rental of school
infrastructure.

The review involves an
“examination of the econ-
omy, efficiency, and effec-
tiveness” of the current pre-
fabricated accommodation
rental agreements, includ-
ing duration, cost, business
rationale, operation, and
methodology. This review is
expected to be completed by
the end of the year.

A spokesman for the
department said modular
accommodation is one of the
delivery mechanisms used
by the department to pro-
vide permanent accommo-
dation.

It is “an investment” in
permanent accommodation
in the same way as other
traditional forms of con-
struction, he added.

“It is not temporary ac-
commodation.”

The department has a
number of frameworks in
place to deliver modular
accommodation, all using
modern method of construc-
tion (MMC) for primary,
post-primary, and special
education needs school
accommodation.

“MMCs is a more efficient
way of building compared to
traditional brick-and-mor-
tar construction,” he said.

Rental expenditure equat-
es to around 2% of the over-
all expenditure on the capi-
tal programme in 2024 and
2025, he added.

sentence, has gone to a level
not witnessed previously.

“There is a lot of talk of
revenge, and this is an indi-
cation of the scale of the ven-
detta,” the local source said.

“Now, it has spread to the
transient Rathkeale
Travellers.

“These families move
around working in various
parts of Europe, and come
back every December and
January when the popu-
lation doubles to about 4,000.

“Up to now, this vendetta
has seen repeated fire bomb
attacks on the homes of the
family and relatives of the
man serving a jail sentence.

“In one attack, shots were

fired at a caravan where a
young child was sleeping.

“Members of the family
waging the attacks have said
nobody is safe, and that in-
cludes women and children,
and they have also said they
will go after the other family
no matter where they are.

“Most of the family being
targeted are away working
in Europe,” the source
added.

As the search continues
for the driver involved in last
Monday night’s collision,
gardai are convinced he
made contact with those who
hired the hitman as he was
able to leave the wider area
within a short period.

‘I got hurt
because I
intervened,’
court told

Eoin Reynolds

A childcare worker acted
with “extreme courage”
when she grappled with Riad
Bouchaker after he produced
a large and “horrifying”
knife and began “ferociously
jabbing” a group of children,
the Central Criminal Court
has heard.

Mr Bouchaker is charged
with attempting to murder
three children, assault caus-
ing harm to Leanne Flynn,
and with the assault of two
other children and one adult.
He denies all charges.

Ms Flynn told Karl Finn-
egan, prosecuting, that she
had lined the children up in
pairs on Dublin’s Parnell
Square East at about 1.30pm
on November 23, 2023, as she
prepared to take them to a
nearby after-school creche.

She said her attention was
drawn to a man at a bus stop
when a bus pulled away
without him boarding, and
that he appeared to be
searching in his bag.

She said she saw the man
walking towards the
children. As he got closer, he
adopted a “crouched mo-
tion” and began moving hur-
riedly, she said. Ms Flynn
noticed a knife, but couldn’t
say where it had come from,
and saw the man “fer-
ociously jabbing” multiple
times at the children.

“Ilet out a shout and asked
what he was doing and told
him to get away from the
children and I ran at him and
grabbed him from behind.”

She described a tussle in
which Mr Bouchaker
stabbed her in the back .

During cross-examin-
ation, Ms Flynn agreed the
accused didn’t seem to be
trying to stab her.

“The children seemed to
be his main focus. I got hurt
because I intervened, but he
seemed hell bent on getting
the children.”

Mr Bouchaker’s trial also
heard from Ciao Benicio, a
Deliveroo driver who struck
the accused on the head with
his motorbike helmet.
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