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No Irish action
to reopen Strait
of Hormuz,
Martin confirms
■ Taoiseach adamant despite pressure from Trump

Mr Martin said he did not
feel pressurised by those
comments ahead of his
White House visit.

“Successive Irish govern-
ments have pursued and sup-
ported a rules-based ap-
proach to global conflict,”
Mr Martin said.

“The world is in a very
challenging situation and no
one likes war. We certainly
don’t as a country, and we
want a specific resolution.”

The Taoiseach said he did
not have a specific gameplan
for meeting with Mr Trump.

“I don’t have time for
that,” Mr Martin said. “We
have a broad position as a
country. We’re confident in
our contribution to America
on a number of fronts.”

The Taoiseach acknowl-
edged that politics is “unpre-
dictable” but said he is look-
ing forward to his engage-
ment with Mr Trump.

Mr Martin said he did not
expect to be ambushed byMr
Trump, when asked about
previous di f f icul t en-
counters in the White House
for Ukraine’s Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy and South Africa’s
Cyril Ramaphosa.

“This is a week in which,
what we’re essentially doing
and we have been doing for
many, many years is
honouring, affirming a very
historic relationship be-
tween the United States and
Ireland,” Mr Martin said.
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country’s defence minister,
Boris Pistorius.

Italy’s foreign minister,
Antonio Tajani, said “diplo-
macy needs to prevail” and
his country was involved in
no naval missions that could
be extended to the area.

Australia, France, and
Japan also said they had no
plans to send warships.

Mr Trump called on other
countries to enter the war by
sending ships to the strait to
protect commercial vessels
and unblock oil shipments.

The Taoiseach was also
pressed on whether
comments by President Ca-
therine Connolly placed an
obligation on him to declare
the war on Iran to be illegal.

President Connolly last
week said the war in the
Middle East constitutes “de-
liberate assaults on inter-
national law” and affirmed
Ireland’s constitutional com-
mitment to peace.

TadghMcNally
Political Reporter
Washington DC

The Taoiseach has ruled out
Irish involvement in any EU
mission to reopen the stra-
tegic oil route in the Strait of
Hormuz before his visit to
theWhiteHouse today, as US
president Donald Trump
piled pressure on European
countries to assist America.

Micheál Martin will meet
Mr Trump in the Oval Office
this morning ahead of the
traditional shamrock cer-
emony.

Mr Trump has been put-
ting pressure on EU allies to
carry out amission to reopen
the vital Strait of Hormuz, a
key artery in the global
supply chain, with 20% of oil
going through the waterway.

However, Mr Martin ruled
out any Irish involvement.

“We don’t have that offen-
sive military capacity in any
shape or form, so obviously
its not something that’s on
our agenda,” he said.

Other European countries
also rejected calls to send
warships to the Strait of
Hormuz, despite threats
from Mr Trump that Nato
faces “a very bad future” if
members fail to help reopen
the vital waterway.

Germany ruled out par-
ticipation in any military
activity, including efforts to
reopen the strait.

“This is not our war, we
have not started it,” said the

Micheal Martin: Looks forward
to meeting with Donald Trump.

Buckley:
Carve from
your own
passion
Liz Dunphy

Jessie Buckley hasmade
history as the first Irish
woman towin a best actress
Oscar.

Jessie, 36, triumphed at
the 98thAcademyAwards
for her role in the filmHam-
net, playingAgnes Shakes-
peare, thewife of play-
wrightWilliam Shakes-
peare, portrayed in the film
by Irish star PaulMescal.

Wearingavibrant custom
Chanel dress to the cer-
emony held at the Dolby
Theatre in Los Angeles, Jes-
sie was beaming as she held
the award.

“My family, my Irish
family, they’reallhere,” she
said. “Mum, Dad— thank
youforteachingustodream
and to never be defined by
expectation, but to carve
from your own passion.”

Posters of Jessie wearing
a green cape hung from
lampposts throughout her
hometown of Killarney,
whilemasks bearing her
faceweresold in local shops.

Her extended family had
gathered in the Arbutus
Hotel,whichhasbeen in the
family for 100 years, to
watch the ceremony.

The “roof almost lifted
off” the hotel’s Buckley’s
Barwhen her namewas
finally called just after 2am
Irish time onMondaymorn-
ing.

Owner Seán Buckley, Jes-
sie’s uncle and godfather,
said thatwords couldnot de-
scribe the atmosphere there
last night.

“Shewas the favourite to
win, but therewas still that
fear that shemay not,” he
said. “So thenwhen the
wordswere actually said...
the roof nearly lifted off the
house. It was great.

“The authentic, genuine
Irish girl that you see, that’s
Jessie.

“It is incredible to see that
she got the rewards for all
her hardwork and for her
art. I’m just so, so proud.”

Jessie’s creative talents
wereclearfromayoungage,
he said. Aswas her dedi-
cationtoanythingsheloved,
gettingupat5amtotrainfor
swimmingwhengrowingup
inKillarney. And that dedi-
cation stayedwith her into
adult life.

“She isconstantly improv-
ing, constantly upskilling
herself,” he said.

Emer Buckley, Jessie’s
first cousin, travelled home
to Killarney fromVan-
couver to take in the Oscars
ceremony.

“OurNanawould have
been such a strongmatri-
arch, and storytelling, fun,
grá, lovewouldhavebeenso
core to everything. And I
think those roots have been
set down... and you can just
see it inher.Andthat’sprob-
ablywhat, asa family,we’re
most proud of.”

Brendan Fuller, Jessie’s
first cousin, said thewin is
notonlyaproudmomentfor
the family, but also for
Killarney, forKerry,andfor
Ireland.

“And it’s for the history
books now,” he said.
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Planning extension for
34-storey hotel on quay

20-24 months”.
The ambitious proposal

has strong backing from the
local business community:
Ibec and Cork Chamber
wrote letters in support of an
extension to the original
planning grant, which was
due to expire in May.

That deadline has been ex-
tended to June 2, 2029.

Business: 14

and its request has been ap-
proved by Cork City Council.

The developer has com-
mitted to commencing spec-
ified works by February 1,
2027, including approving
construction contracts, com-
mencing works to upgrade
quay wal ls , demol i t ion
works and conservation
work.

The construction period
for the project, according to
planning consultants
McCutcheon Halley, is ex-
pected to be “in the region of

Catherine Shanahan
Property Editor

The developer behind pro-
posals for a 34-storey hotel
on Cork city’s quays has
been granted a three-year
extension to planning
permission and has pledged
to commence construction
“as soon as possible”.

Tower Development Prop-
erties Ltd sought to extend
its planning grant for a 140m,
240-bedroom hotel on Cus-
tom House Quay last month

Custom House Quay is proposed
as the site for 34-storey hotel.
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An Teachta DálaMairéad
Farrell ó Shinn Féin.
GRIANGHRAF: DARA MAC DÓNAILL
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Tá imní ann go gcuirfear cúrsaí
Gaeilge atá á reáchtáil ag Boird

d h l

múinteoirí ann a bhí ar tí
conarthaí buana a fháil ach a
chaillfidh a bpoist anois de réir
dealraimh.

h ll

gheall go bhfuil siad buartha
mar gheall air seo, daoine atá
agobair snaETBanna.”

Dúirt anTeachta asGaillimh
h f b

thréimhseceithre bliana.
Cé go bhfuil deireadh curtha

leis an maoiniú, is méadú atá
tagthaaranéileamharmhúine-
dh h l h

Mar sin, níl sé soiléir cén fáth
ar ghearr Solas an maoiniú
breisoideachais a bhí á chur ar
fáil do na Boird Oideachais
agusOiliúna ar fudna tíre.

Ní hé seo an chéad uair a
raibh conspóid ann maidir le
fadhbanna a bhaineann leis na
buiséid atá leithdháilte ag
Solas.

Le bliain anuas, tuairiscíodh
go raibh imní ann go gcuirfí
cúrsaí áitiúla breisoideachais
agus oiliúna ar ceal i bPort
Láirge, Lú, an Mhí agus
TiobraidÁrann.

Mí Lúnasa seo caite, d’ea-
gra igh múinteoir í
breisoideachais agóid taobh
amuigh d’oifigí Solas le léirsiú i
gcoinne ciorrú post agus
droch-choinníollachaoibre.
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Easpa maoinithe ón eagras Solas is cúis leis na ciorruithe

‘Táealaíontóirí
inÉirinnag
cruthúealaín
iontachfaoi
láthair’

Beannachtaí
naFéilePádraig

Cúrsaíbreisoideachais
Gaeilgeágcurarceal

Déanfaidhna céadtamílte daoine
ceiliúradh inniu ar éarlamhnahÉire-
ann, PádraigAspal.ÓBhéalFeirste go
BaileBhuirne, beidhgas seamróige
agus suaitheantas i gcruth cláirsí á
gcaitheamh(chomhmaith leis nahataí
ardaglasa sin) agusbeidh imeachtaí á
reáchtáil dogachaoisghrúpa ar fudna
tíre. Cuirfear clabhsúr le Seachtainna
Gaeilge 2026 inniu freisin—ach
ná lig dó sin a bheith ina chlabhsúr ar
labhairt naGaeilge!Guímidbean-
nachtaí naFéile Pádraig ar ár léitheoirí
uilig!

Ar chlé:NatashaWilton agus
MatthewCurran in éineacht le
hArd-MhéaraBhéal Feirste, anCom-
hairleoirTracyKelly,MatthewWilson
(píobaire),UrsulaBurns (cláirseoir)
agusWillowMulholland ag seoladh
clárLáFhéile PádraigBhéal Feirste.

Grianghraf:ComhairleCathrach
BhéalFeirste Ne

w
sP

ag
e4

Donal O’Keeffe

Gardaí were last night inves-
tigating the death of aman in
his late thirties following a
suspected stabbing in Cork
City centre.

The incident occurred at
around 7.30pm near a prop-
erty at Camden Court on
Carroll’s Quay and Knapp’s
Square. Emergency services
responded to reports that a
man had suffered injuries in
what is understood to have
been a stabbing.

Paramedics are believed to

have worked on the man for
some time at the scene before
he was pronounced dead.

His body remained at the
scene overnight pending a
full forensic examination by
garda specialists.

In a statement last night,
the Garda Press Office con-
f irmed that gardaí and
emergency services were at-
tending “a serious incident”
near Knapp’s Square.

“At this early stage, no ad-
ditional information will be
available tonight,” the state-
ment said.

Gardaí investigate
suspected stab
deathofman, 30s
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