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Extra
potent
drugs
fuelling
market

drugs, but if somebody does
decide to use drugs then it’s
useful to know that these
drugs are circulating in the
night-time economy and that
they do pose high risk.”

Cocaine,MDMA, and keta-
mine will likely be the most
consumed ‘party drugs’ over
the festive period, Prof Kee-
nan said.

Another EUDA study pub-
lished this year found that
ketamine use was as high as
MDMA use in Ireland, ac-
cording to analysis of waste-
water samples in Dublin.

Dublin had the 10th hig-
hest levels of ketamine — a
psychoactive dissociative an-
esthetic drug— inmunicipal
wastewater of all cities tested
in Europe.

Prof Keenan said: “We’re
seeing young people with
bladder-related problems
now more commonly. And
that’s been associated with
ketamine use.”

Anxiety, depression, and
psychosis is also associated
with ketamine use, he said.

Prof Keenan said: “Keta-
mine is used much more
widely than we had perhaps
been aware of prior to that
[wastewater analysis].”

The wastewater analysis
study will be expanded next
year in a three-year pilot
project.

Prof Keenan said: “We’re
in the process of finalising
the awarding of the contract
to a laboratory partner and
we’ll be able to analyse the
wastewater on a regular and
an ongoing basis, not just in
Dublin, but outside Dublin
as well.”

Addiction counsellor Mi-
chael Guerin said there has
been an evolution in the drug
ecosystem over the past five
years, with a move towards
synthetic rather than plant-
based drugs.

“Cannabis was a plant,
heroin came from the poppy,
cocaine came from a plant in
the mountains in South
America,” he said.

“And now they are synthe-
sising substances in labora-
tories, primarily in Eastern
Europe, that mimic the ef-
fects of these natural sub-
stances and bind to the same
receptors in the brain.

“And these synthetics are
so potent that you can get an
awful lot of doses into a small
package, so it makes sense
logistically [for drug deal-
ers]. You don’t have the same
bulk to transport as with
cannabis or cocaine.”

■ HSE warns of an expected spike
in drug use over Christmas period
Liz Dunphy

Extra-potent illegal drugs
are being produced in new
European labs to capture
more of the growing drug
market, as use escalates in
Ireland and across the conti-
nent.

The HSE is warning of ex-
tremely potent MDMA; of
other synthetic substances
being falsely sold as keta-
mine; and of synthetic can-
nabinoid vape liquid linked
to anxiety and psychosis in
circulation ahead of an ex-
pected spike in drug use over
Christmas.

“The market has changed
and these high-strength
drugs are circulating,” said
Eamon Keenan, HSE
national clinical lead for ad-
diction services, told the
Irish Examiner.

“Drugs are becomingmore
potent.”

Synthetic drugs such as
MDMA are also increasingly
manufactured in Europe,
particularly in Eastern Eu-
rope.

The European Union
Drugs Agency (EUDA) has
warned that increased pro-
duct ion in Europe may
trigger more consumption
locally.

A report from EUDA said:
“The European drug market
is evolving rapidly as both
suppliers and consumers are
finding ways to adapt to geo-
political instability, global-
isation, and technological
advances.

“This appears to be result-
ing in the availability of a
more diverse range of sub-
stances, often of high poten-
cy and purity, which are pos-
ing new risks to publ ic
health.”

Some of these manufac-
turers are making increas-
ingly potent drugs to boost
sales of their product.

“‘Our tablets are better
than our competitors’ tab-
lets’ — that sort of thing,”
Prof Keenan said.

While some tablets con-
tain 0mg of MDMA, the aver-
age adult dose is 50-100mg.
However, tablets have been
found by the HSE which con-
tain 312mg.

Any tablet with 125mg or
more is deemed higher risk
by the HSE.

The higher the strength of
the pill, powder, or crystal,
the higher the risk of an
emergency, the HSEwarned.

Prof Keenan said: “It’s ob-
viously safer not to use

Members of secondary school charity Share attended the funeral of
Kenyon ‘Taffy’ Jones Ginn in Cork yesterday. Picture: Noel Sweeney

Michael Moynihan

Teenagers took to Cork’s
streets to say goodbye to an
elderly man who died alone
with no family, elevating
what should have been a
sad occasion into an uplift-
ing one, showcasing the
best of the city and hu-
manity at its finest.

Kenyon Jones Ginn, who
had lived in the Share
Mount St Joseph housing
complex on Blarney St from
2007 to2021,died lastmonth
at the age of 85.

A native of the Black
Mountains in Wales, he en-
tered a nursing home four
years ago after developing
dementia. He lived in Ire-
land for many years but did
not have any family here.

This iswhere theboysand
girls of Share stepped in.

The yellow jackets of the
teenage charity collectors
around Cork City are a fam-
iliar sight to Christmas
shoppers since the charity
was foundedmore than half
a century ago by students
from Presentation Brothers

College (PBC) Cork.
Mr Jones Ginn, affection-

ately known as Taffy, was a
client of the Share housing
complex in life but the char-
ity did not forget him in
death.

At the funeral, around
Coughlan’s halfway up
Shandon St, was a guard of
honour, made up of boys
andgirls fromShare in their
familiar yellow jackets.
Those who shouldered the
coffin out to the hearsewere
similarly identifiable.

PBC student Ryan Wylie
said: “It’s a Share tradition
that you must always treat
peoplewith respect, but that
you also treat people with
dignity in death.

“I think that it’s a great
honour for us to be here, to
be part of Taffy’s final
wishes, because one of those
final wishes was that the
people in Share would come
to his funeral, that some of
us would carry the casket,
and that after the cremation
wewouldscatterhisashesat
the Mount St Joseph com-
plex where he lived for so
many years.”
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Teenagersshouldercoffinof
elderly man who died alone

Australian PM promises gun law reforms
in Australia in 1998 on a stu-
dent visa, while his son is an
Australian-born citizen.

Police gave no details of
their firearms, but videos
from the scene showed the
men firing weapons that
appeared to be a bolt-action
rifle and a shotgun.

Albanese said measures
being considered ranged
from curbs on open-ended
licences to limits on weapons
held by a single individual
and the types that are legal,
including modif ications,
with permits restricted to
Australian citizens.

News: 2
Editorial: 6

how long licences are valid.
“People’s circumstances

can change,” he told re-
porters. “People can be
radicalised over a period of
time. Licences should not be
in perpetuity.”

Security officials said one
of the gunmen was known to
authorities but had not been
deemed an immediate threat.

“We are very much work-
ing through the background
of both persons. At this
stage, we know very little
about them,” New South
Wales Police commissioner
Mal Lanyon told reporters.

Home minister Tony
Burke said the father arrived

are hurting today. Today, all
Australians wrap our arms
around them and say, we
stand with you. We will do
whatever is necessary to
stamp out antisemitism. It is
a scourge, and we will eradi-
cate it together.”

Mourners paid respects
and laid flowers at a make-
shift memorial draped in
Israeli and Australian flags
as police and private Jewish
security guards patrolled.

Albanese said his cabinet
had agreed to strengthen gun
laws and work on a national
firearms register to tackle
aspects such as the number
of weapons permitted and

children as terrified beach-
goers fled. The victims were
aged between 10 and 87.

Among them were a rabbi
who was a father of five, a
Holocaust survivor, a Slovak
woman, and a 10-year-old
girl. The 40 people taken to
hospital after the attack
included two police officers
who were in a serious but
stable condition, police said.

“What we saw was an act
of pure evil, an act of antise-
mitism, an act of terrorism,”
Australian prime minister
Anthony Albanese told re-
porters after laying flowers
at Bondi Beach.

“The Jewish community

Australian media identified
them as Sajid Akram and his
son, Naveed Akram. Two
flags of militant group Is-
lamic State were found in
their vehicle.

The incident has raised
questions about whether
Australia’s gun laws, among
the toughest in the world,
need an overhaul, with po-
lice saying the older suspect
had held a firearms licence
since 2015, along with six
registered weapons.

For between 10 and 20min-
utes on Sunday, the gunmen
had fired on attendees at the
Hanukkah event, gunning
down men, women, and

Christine Chen,
Scott Murdoch, and
Renju Jose
Australia vowed stricter gun
laws as it began mourning
victims of its worst mass
shooting in almost 30 years,
in which a father and son are
accused of killing 15 people
at a Jewish celebration at
Sydney’s Bondi Beach.

The older gunman, aged
50, was killed at the scene,
taking the tally of dead to 16,
while his 24-year-old son was
in a critical condition in hos-
pital yesterday.

Police have not released
the suspects’ names, but

Members of the public laying flowers at amemorial in thewake of amass shooting at Bondi Beach, Sydney, on Sunday. Australian police say at least 16 people, including one suspected gunman, were killed and
more than 40 others injured when two attackers opened fire near a Hanukkah celebration at the world-famous beach, in what authorities have declared a terrorist incident. Picture: George Chan/Getty

Reiner and wife
killed; son held
The son of Hollywood direc-
tor Rob Reiner and his wife
Michele Singer Reiner has
been arrested after the
couple were killed at their
Los Angeles home.

Reiner, 78, directed legal
thriller A Few Good Men
(1992), rom-com When
Harry Met Sally (1989), and
children’s fantasy The Prin-
cess Bride (1987).
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Léiríonn suirbhé nua go bhfuil

tromlach mór daoine sa Pho-

blachtagus líonsuntasachóTh-

uaidh i bhfabhar tuilleadh ta-

caíochtaachurar fáil dosheirb-

hísí óigeGaeilge.

Ó dheas, bhí 61% den phobal

a ghlac páirt sa suirbhé de chu-

id IrelandThinks,a choimisiún-

aigh Conradh na Gaeilge, i bh-

fabhar breis seirbhísí, bhí 15%

ina gcoinne agus bhí 23% ne-

odrachnógan tuairim.

Sa Tuaisceart, is 48% a bhí i

bhfabhar na ceiste, 41% ina

coinne agus bhí 11% neodrach

nógan tuairim.
Cuireann cumainn, eagrais,

agus ionaid óige ar nós Ógras

agus Fóram na nÓg scéimean-

na, deiseanna forbartha agus

imeachtaí trí Ghaeilge ar fáil,

rud a neartaíonn agus a sprea-

gann líonraí teanga i measc an

aosa óig.
Dúirt Bainisteoir Abhcóide-

achta le Conradh na Gaeilge,

Conchúr Ó Muadaigh, gur lé-

irigh torthaí an tsuirbhé go

dtuigeannanpobal an tábhacht

a bhaineann le seirbhísí óige do

thodhchaína teanga.

Dúirt sé: “Léiríonnna torthaí

seo go soiléir go n-aithníonn

daoine, ó thuaidh agus ó dheas,

an tábhacht a bhaineann le ta-

caíocht cheart a thabhairt do

sheirbhísí óige Gaeilge.”

“Léiríonn an fhíric go bhfuil

61% ó dheas ag iarraidh méadú

ar infheistíocht - mar aon le

hardú suntasach ar thacaíocht

ó thuaidh ó40% in2022 go48%

imbliana - go bhfuil an pobal go

mór taobh thiar den éileamh ar

son tacaíocht bhreise don obair

óige trí Ghaeilge.

“Tá daoine óga i gcroílár

thodhchaí na teanga, agus tá

rochtain ar sheirbhísí ard-

chaighdeáin, a chuireann ar a

gcumas an Ghaeilge a úsáid go

sóisialta, go muiníneach, agus

ina pobail féin tuillte acu.”

Nuair a bhaintear amach iad

siúd atá neodrach nó gan tuair-

im ó na torthaí, bhí tromlach

ollmhór 80% de dhaoine a bhí i

bhfabhar na ceiste ó dheas,

agus20% a bhí ina coinne.

Ó thuaidh, bhí tromlach níos

lú de 54% ar a son i gcomparáid

le 46% ina coinne.

Rinneadh an suirbhé céanna

in 2022 agus tá an chuma ar an

scéal go bhfuil athruithe tar éis

teacht ar mheon an phobail sa

dá dhlínse araon.

Óthuaidh, tá an scoilt idir iad

siúd atá i bhfabhar agus i

gcoinne tacaíocht phoiblí do

sheirbhísí Gaeilge tar éis éirí

níos suntasaí le trí blianaanuas.

Tá méadú mór tagtha ar an

dá champa sin agus laghdú

nach beag ar líon na ndaoine sa

phobal nach bhfuil aon tuairim

acu ina leith. Go deimhin is tit-

im 18 bpointe céatadáin atá tag-

tha orthu siúd atá gan tuairim -

ó 29% in 2022 go 11% in2025.

Sa tréimhse ama seo tháinig

méadú 8 bpointe céatadáin ar

dhaoine atá ar son tuilleadh ta-

caíochta do sheirbhísí óige

Gaeilge, ó 40% go 48%. Agus

tháinig méadú 9 bpointe céat-

adáin ar líon na ndaoine atá ina

héadan, ó 32% go 41%.

Ó dheas, tháinig laghdú

measartha 5 phointe céatadáin

orthusinatá ibhfách leisantuil-

leadh tacaíochta, ó 66% in 2022

go 61% in 2025. Tháinig méadú

fíor-bheag ar líon na ndaoine a

bhí in aghaidh na ceiste, ó 14%

go 15%, agus tháinig méadú

orthu siúd atá neodrach nó gan

tuairim ó 21%go 23%.

Tá an maoiniú a chuirtear ar

fáil do sheirbhísí Gaeilge ó thu-

aidh agus ó dheas tar éis a

bheith i mbéal an phobail le

blianta beaga anuas de bharr

deacrachtaí a bhí ann tuilleadh

airgid a chur ar fáil d’Fhoras na

Gaeilge,aneagraíocht trasteor-

ann atá freagrach as cur chun

cinnna teanga ar fudanoileáin.

Maítear go bhfuil laghdú

45%tagtha armhaoiniúFhoras

naGaeilge le20bliainanuasnu-

air a chuirtear boilsciú san

áireamh, cé go bhfuil fás tagtha

ar an éileamh atá ann ar na

seirbhísíatáfaoichúramnahea-

graíochta.
Dúirt Conchúr Ó Muadaigh:

“Le hinfheistíocht leanúnach

agus pleanáil fhadtéarmach, is

féidir le seirbhísí óige na

Gaeilge leanúint orthu ag fás,

ag soláthar deiseanna a shaibh-

ríonn pobail agus a neartaíonn

todhchaí na teanga do na glún-

ta atá le teacht.”

“Caithfimid anois bearta

éifeachtachaa fheiceáil ónRial-

tas ó dheas agus ón Fheidh-

meannas ó thuaidh araon chun

seo a thabhairt chun críche, ag

cinntiú nach bhfágfar ár ndao-

ine óga ár lár agus tacaíochtaí

breise óige á soláthar i measc

anphobail.”
Ghlac 1,648 nduine fásta ó

dheas páirt sa suirbhé agus bhí

corrlachearráidede+/- 2.5%ag

baint leis an sampla seo. Ghlac

1,051duine fástaó thuaidhpáirt

sa suirbhé le corrlach earráide

de+/- 3.1%.

Ba mhaith linn buíochas

ó chroí a ghabháil libh go

léir a léigh, a roinn, agus a

thug tacaíocht do Scéal i

rith nabliana seo.

Táimidbuíoch freisin

dár scríbhneoirí, dár

bhfo-eagarthóirí, agus

don fhoireann uilig a

chabhraigh linn

ardchaighdeána bhaint

amachar feadh nabliana.

Táimidar bís an chéad

eagráneile a chur ar fáil

daoibhar 13 Eanáir 2026,

lán le scéalta nua, tuair-

imí spreagúla, agus ábhar

den scoth faoi shaol,

chultúr agus bheatha

phobal bríomhar na

Gaeilge.
Guíonn foireannScéal

beannachtaí na Nollag

agusAthbhliain faoi

shéanagus faoimhaise

oraibh uilig.
ÉANNAÓCAOLLA
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agusionaidóigescéimeannaagus
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Ó hAilpín expects Cork
evolution not revolution
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Woman killed in East Cork collision
AnnMurphy

Awoman in her 60s has been
killed in a road collision in
East Cork.

The woman, who is under-
stood to be from the north-

The second person in the
car, a man in his 60s, was
taken to Cork University
Hospital.

He was being treated there
last night for serious in-
juries.

The driver of the 4x4 was
treated at the scene and did
not require hospital treat-
ment.

An autopsy is expected to
be car ried out on the
woman’s body today.

side of Cork City, was one of
two people travelling in a car
which was in collision with a
4x4 vehicle on the N25 near
the Lakeview Roundabout in
Midleton at 6.15pm yester-
day.

UK sales surge
for Murphy’s
An unprecedented surge in
demand for Ir ish stout
amongst UK consumers has
seen Cork-brewed Murphy’s
report a 666% increase in
sales.

Parent company Heineken
UK has announced a price
freeze for 2026 on the famed
stout as the brewer looks to
continue the triple-digit
growth.

Business: 129 771393 956625
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