Arts Page 10

’ Phllosophy the antldote to toxic certainty AnaIyS|s Page 9

" Festivefun &

Your.guide to the best
pantos and concerts

Wednesday, November 19, 2025

Svﬁ' tyi{eaﬁb

Ro S boost Hfr

B We were dancmg on the tables till 5am

Llfe/Ster Page 11

play-off road trip

www.irishexaminer.com

No. 63,573

¥ Will Prendergast start against Boks? Page 20

€2.60 (£1.70in N. Ireland)

Husband and wife fled home in
attempt to escape knife attacker

B Woman
fatally stabbed
in Cork suburb
M Man detained
by gardai

Liz Dunphy and
Ann Murphy

The woman killed in a stab-
bing in Cork City had fled
her home with her husband
just seconds earlier in a des-
perate bid to escape their at-
tacker.

However, 59-year-old Stel-
la Gallagher collapsed on a
green area a short distance
from the detached home in
Shrewsbury Downs in Bal-
linlough after her attacker
caught up with her. Her 63-
year-old husband Brian was
stabbed in the driveway of
the suburban home after the
incident erupted inside
shortly after 9pm on Mon-
day. Both were stabbed a
number of times.

The disturbance alerted
neighbours, with one at-
tempting to go to the aid of
the couple. A WhatsApp
message was circulated in
the neighbourhood warning
people to stay indoors and to
lock their doors when the na-
ture of the incident became
apparent, and the alarm was
raised with the emergency
services.

Gardai, including the
armed support unit, and the
National Ambulance Service
arrived at the scene, treating
the couple before they were
rushed to Cork University
Hospital. Stella died a short
time later. Brian underwent
emergency surgery and was
in a stable condition as of last
evening.

He was being cared for as
an autopsy was carried out
at the nearby Cork City
morgue on his wife’s re-
mains.

A knife believed to have
been used in the attack on
the couple has been seized
and forensically examined.

The 25-year-old suspect in
the case was arrested at the
scene and was still being
questioned last night. He was
known to the couple.

Sources said the man has
additional needs. He was
medically assessed before
being questioned about the
attack.

He was detained at the
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Gardai and forensics experts investigate at Shrewsbury Downs in Ballinlough, Cork, after a stabbing
that left a woman dead and her husband seriously injured.

Bridewell Garda Station
under Section 4 of the Crimi-
nal Justice Act, under which
he could be held for up to 24
hours, excluding rest peri-
ods.

The couple worked as
chemical engineers. Brian
also held directorships while
he and Stella were named in
paperwork filed with the
Companies Registration Of-
fice late last year for the reg-
istration of a business name.
The nature of the business
was described in the docu-
ment as “trusts, funds, and
similar financial entities”.

They were parents to four
grown-up children — three
sons and one daughter.

The Gallaghers have been
described as a quiet couple,
and their neighbours were
stunned by the incident.

A resident of the estate
said he was shocked at what
had unfolded in their quiet

neighbourhood.

“I heard shouting last
night and saw a man run
past,” they said.

“I locked my doors. I'm
stillin shock. This is alovely,
quiet neighbourhood.”

Taoiseach Micheal Martin
described the incident as
“very, very sad news for the
neighbourhood”.

“And I live in that neigh-
bourhood,” said Mr Martin.
“This is totally unexpected
and I can only think of the
family and friends of the
family who have been im-
pacted by this awful inci-
dent.”

The couple’s detached
red-brick home was sealed
off yesterday to facilitate a
forensic examination of the
house and environs.

A neighbouring property
and the green area where
Stella collapsed were also
examined yesterday.

Pictures: Dan Linehan

A ground-floor window
was smashed on the neigh-
bouring house with a plant
pot shattered below it, its
bright red flowers collapsing
from chunks of disturbed
soil across the otherwise tidy
footpath.

A senior investigating of-
ficer has been appointed to
head up the investigation
and an incident room has
been established at Anglesea
Street Garda Station.

A family liaison officer
has been assigned to support
relatives of the deceased and
to inform them of any devel-
opments in the case.

Gardai are appealing for
witnesses, particularly any-
one who was in the Shrews-
bury Downs area between
8.30pm and 9.30pm on
Monday and who may have
home security or dash-cam
footage.

It is the second violent

death to occur in Cork this
week.

In an unrelated incident in
the early hours of Sunday,
38-year-old Mark O’Connell
from Fairfield Green in Far-
ranree died after an incident
outside a house in Hollyville
estate in Hollyhill.

A man questioned about
that incident was released
without charge on Monday.
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Bill on releasing Epstein files moves to senate

The US house of represen-
tatives has voted overwhel-
mingly in favour of a bill to
force the justice department
to publicly release its files on
the convicted sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein.

The move is a remarkable
display of approval for an ef-
fort that had struggled for
months to overcome opposi-
tion from US president Don-
ald Trump and Republican
party leadership.

Mr Trump had repeatedly
urged his supporters to dis-

miss the matter as a “hoax”
but both Mr Trump and and
speaker of the house, Mike
Johnson, failed in their ef-
forts to prevent the vote, and
it will now go forward to the
US senate.

Now the US president has
bowed to the growing mo-
mentum behind the bill and
even said he will sign it if it
also passes the US senate.

The vote yesterday further
showed the pressure mount-
ing on members of US con-
gress and the Trump admin-

istration to meet long-held
demands that the justice de-
partment release its case
files on Epstein, a well-con-
nected financier who Kkilled
himself in a Manhattan jail
while awaiting trial in 2019
on charges that he sexually
abused and trafficked under-
age girls.

A separate investigation
by the House Oversight Com-
mittee has released thou-
sands of pages of emails and
other documents from Ep-
stein’s estate, showing his

links to global leaders, Wall
Street powerbrokers, in-
fluential political figures,
and Mr Trump himself.

Pushing for more account-
ability, the survivors of Ep-
stein’s abuse cast the cur-
rent effort in congress as a
step towards accountability
for Epstein’s crimes after
years of government failure
under multiple presidential
administrations.

Mr Trump has said he cut
ties with Epstein years ago,
but tried for months to move

past the demands for disclos-
ure.

Many in the Republican
base have continued to de-
mand the release of the files.
Adding to that pressure, sev-
eral survivors of Epstein’s
abuse rallied outside the
Capitol yesterday morning.

Bundled in jackets against
the November chill and hold-
ing photos of themselves as
teenagers, they recounted
their stories of abuse.
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Kinsale woman settles action over fall
at nightclub that left her paralysed

Ann O’Loughlin

A woman who fell off a roof
at a Kinsale nightclub 10
years ago, suffering a severe
spinal injury, has settled a
High Court action over the
accident.

Ciara O’Brien fell nearly
2.5m to the ground and has
been left paralysed from the
waist down.

Ms O’Brien was only 18 at

the time of the accident in
2015, and had finished her
Leaving Certificate and at-
tended her debs just the
week before.

There was a beach-themed
party at the club on the
night.

Ms O’Brien had secured a
part-time job at the venue,
but it was reported that she
was not working on the night
of the accident.
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The settlement is confi-
dential but the court was told
it reflects the apportionment
of 80% liability against Ms
O’Brien and 20% against the
other side in the case.

Ciara O’Brien, from Kin-
sale, Co Cork, had sued
Kenny Weight Management
Galway Ltd, with registered
offices in Co Galway, the
owners of The Moorings,
Kinsale, at the time of the ac-
cident on August 22, 2015.

It was claimed there was a
failure to erect a balustrade
or barrier around the ex-
posed perimeter or balcony.

It was further claimed
there was a failure to ensure

Ciara 0'Brien was left paralysed
in 2015, shortly after her debs.

people were prevented from
having access to an area in
which there was an unguard-
ed balcony, and that there
was inadequate or compet-
ent supervision for the area.
All of the claims were de-

nied.
News: 6

Judge sends

Burke to prison

A High Court judge has or-
dered that Enoch Burke be
sent to jail.

Ordering his immediate
reimprisonment, Mr Justice
Brian Cregan said there was
no option other than to im-
prison Mr Burke for con-
tempt of court “for repeated
and flagrant breaches of the
court order” directing him
to stay away from Wilson’s
Hospital School.

Mr Burke will remain in
prison until a review date is
set by the court.

The judge said fines and
the appointment of security
guards had failed to deter
Enoch Burke from breach-
ing a court order.

News: 3

TAKE THE

resigns

Paul Hosford and
Louise Burne
Political Staff

Tanaiste Simon Harris has
become finance minister in
a mini Cabinet reshuffle
after the resignation of Pas-
chal Donohoe.

The departure of Mr
Donohoe to assume the role
of managing director of the
World Bank sees Mr Harris
take up the finance port-
folio. Helen McEntee be-
comes the first woman to
serve as foreign affairs min-
ister, as well as the first fe-
male defence minister.

Galway West TD Hildeg-
arde Naughton has been
named education minister,
while Emer Higgins has
been promoted to the super-
junior minister’s position
and will attend Cabinet as
the disabilities minister.

Sligo-Leitrim TD Frank
Feighan has been reap-
pointed to ministerial ranks
and will become junior min-
ister in the Department of
Public Expenditure.

Government sources told
the Irish Examiner that sev-
eral considerations were
taken when deciding where
to move Fine Gael ministers,
including experience.

One senior source noted
that Mr Harris is now the
longest-serving Fine Gael
minister in Cabinet. Enter-
prise minister Peter Burke
has been in Cabinet since
July 2024, with health min-
ister Jennifer Carroll Mac-
Neill promoted to the senior
ranks in January 2025.

Consideration was also
given to gender balance fol-
lowing criticism during the
Government formation
talks that very few women
had been appointed.

Mr Harris told the Dail he
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Harris takes
up financerole
after Donohoe

Paschal Donohoe: Greatest of
honours to be in Government.

was “particularly pleased...
to have had the opportunity
to promote three women”.

A Fianna Fail source said
Mr Donohoe was the “glue”
of the Coalition, noting how
well he had worked with
Fianna Fail finance min-
isters Jack Chambers and
Michael McGrath when for-
mulating budgets. In his
speech to the Dail, Mr Har-
ris said he is looking for-
ward to working “closely”
with Mr Chambers.

Mr Donohoe said the
opportunity to serve in
Government had been the
“greatest of honours”. He
said his aim had been to
“build a better and fairer
Ireland”, and claimed that
through Brexit, covid and 10
budgets, the public finances
had improved due to “the
Irish people”.

Agriculture minister Mar-
tin Heydon said “it came as a
huge shock to us all” that Mr
Donohoe had resigned.

Mr Donohoe, first elected
to the Dail in 2011, said he
would seek to continue his
public service “in a different
way” in his role at the World
Bank.
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