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B Addictive behaviours on therise
in Ireland, research conference told

Sean Murray

Two in five online gamblers
have more than one account,
while 10% bet while they are
in work, Ireland’s gambling
regulator has said.

Anne Marie Caulfield, the
chief executive of the Gamb-
ling Regulatory Authority of
Ireland, drew on yet-to-be-
published research from the
ESRI which found that more
than a quarter of account
holders receive at least a
daily notification encourag-
ing them to bet, while one in
six receive daily unsolicited
emails or texts to gamble.

“That’s something that
you will be allowed to opt out
of in future under the legis-
lation, where you decide you
do not want to receive those
notifications,” Ms Caulfield
told a conference in Dublin
yesterday.

“So that’s an important
justification for the introduc-
tion of that,” she said,
adding: “We may be subject
to some legal pushback in
relation to some of these
restrictions.”

Ms Caulfield was speaking
at the 35th annual research
conference from the St John
of God Research Foundation,
which heard that behaviou-
ral addictions — such as
gambling, gaming, and ex-
cessive screen time — are on
the rise in Ireland.

Studies in recent times
have suggested the preva-
lence of problem gambling in
Ireland could be up to 10
times higher than had pre-
viously been thought.

The latest research from
the ESRI — which was
undertaken for the regu-
lator, is currently being
peer-reviewed, and is ex-
pected to be officially pub-
lished in the new year — has
focused on consumption pat-
terns of gambling.

Ms Caulfield said the
headline findings from the

study include that over
one in 10 online gamblers
have four or more betting
accounts.

It found that people who
signed up for an account for
a specific interest, such as
horse racing or football,
would then often be offered
inducements like “free
spins” for casino games
offered by the betting site as
a form of “cross-selling”.

“Three in four made a de-
posit in the past year. We did
find through this study that
people found it relatively
easy to make a withdrawal,
but a little bit more difficult
to withdraw than to add to
their accounts,” said Ms
Caulfield.

“Another thing that will
come out in the study is the
impact it has on the quality
of life of the broader family.

“An interesting one is that
10% of the gambling is ac-
tually happening at work
during work hours and
sometimes on work devices.”

From next month, the
Gambling Regulatory Auth-
ority will begin the process
of licensing all the major
players in the online betting
space in Ireland.

Next year, it will introduce
a national self-exclusion
register for people who wish
to opt out of gambling.

Also speaking at the
conference, Colin O’Gara, a
consultant psychiatrist who
works in the area of addic-
tion, said there must be ad-
equate protections for people
affected along with properly
funded treatments across the
country.

“We have people coming to
us who are very unwell,
very upset families,” said Mr
O’Gara.

“Eight people are affected
by the one person in addic-
tion. We have hundreds of
thousands of people affected,
and the treatment provision
is very poor.”

Gardai sought to
terminate motorists’
charges, court hears

David Raleigh

A garda superintendent con-
tacted four other gardaiin an
attempt to have motorists’
potential or pending fixed
charged penalty notices ter-
minated, a Limerick court
has heard.

The now retired superin-
tendent, Eamon O’Neill, al-
legedly told one motorist to
nominate another person as
being the driver of the ve-
hicle in which they were in-
volved in a suspected road
traffic offence, so as to avoid
receiving penalty points.

Mr O’Neill and four other
gardai have pleaded not guil-
ty to a total of 39 offences of
attempting to pervert the
course of justice.

Yesterday, Carl Hanahoe,
prosecuting, told the jury:
“What all of the offences
have in common, the pros-
ecution say, is the interfer-
ence or involvement of
Eamon O’Neill.”

Mr Hanahoe claimed the
other four accused became
involved in allegedly at-
tempting to “interfere in the
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course of justice” through
Mr O’Neill’s involvement.

He referenced a number of
charges against Mr O’Neill,
in which motorists who were
allegedly detected commit-
ting road traffic offences —
including speeding, holding
a phone while driving,
driving without insurance,
or not wearing a seatbelt —
then allegedly contacted Mr
O’Neill, who in turn alleg-
edly contacted the other ac-
cused in an attempt to ter-
minate the motorists’ poten-
tial or pending fixed charge
penalty notices.

He alleged that the “vast
majority” of the alleged at-
tempts to pervert the course
of justice involved a “person-
al connection between the
motorist and Supt O’Neill”.

Mr Hanahoe said: “It
ought not to matter what
connection you have — that
should not determine
whether or not you take the
penalty points or influence
the prosecution of the of-
fence. That is what the pros-
ecution’s case is all about.”
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“The president
should be a unifying
president, a steady
hand, yes, but also a
catalyst for change,
reflecting our desire
for a republic that
lives up to its name’

>

Catherine Connolly during her inauguration ceremony as Ireland’s 10th President in Dublin Castle yesterday. She took the oath of
office ‘humbly and proudly’ in Irish.

Connolly inaugurated as
10th President of Ireland

Paul Hosford, Louise Burne,

and Tadgh McNally
Political Staff

Catherine Connolly said she has “never
believed more in the spirit of this country”
after being inaugurated as the 10th

President of Ireland.
The Galway West
woman took the oath of
office in Irish, calling for
the language to be allow-
ed “bloom” under her
presidency and speaking
about how she would
work to unify and repre-
sent all Irish people.
During her speech, Ms
Connolly stood “humbly
and proudly” as the 10th
President of Ireland.
“The people have spoken
and have given their

President a powerful mandate to articulate
their vision for a new republic, a republic
worthy of its name, where everyone is valu-
ed and diversity is cherished, where sustain-
able solutions are urgently implemented
and where a home is a fundamental human

right,” said Ms Connolly.

“The change that led to this joyful day
began with a small group of elected
representatives and volunteers facing what
appeared to be insurmountable challenges.

“We were led to believe that it was too big
a leap, that their ideas were too far, too left,
at odds with the prevailing narrative in

shared conversation.

“However, it became evident that the

Ms Connolly reaffirmed her belief in a

united Ireland, saying the Constitution sets
out to achieve that aim but that it could only
be achieved by consent.

“I am particularly conscious of Article

Three of the Constitution, which sets out in
detail the firm wish of the Irish people, the
Irish nation, to have a united Ireland, albeit

with the conditions set out very clearly in

Catherine Connolly’s sons Brian and
Stephen and their partners.

dent nation”.

She also paid tribute to Ireland’s “cher-
ished tradition of neutrality and an uninter-
rupted record of peacekeeping since 1958”.

In her speech, Ms Connolly, who succeeds
Michael D Higgins, focused on the Irish lan-

that article. As Presi-
dent, I will foster an in-
clusive and open dia-
logue across the Island,
in a manner that high-
lights and recognises
our similarities and re-
spects our differences.”

Ms Connolly said that,
given Ireland’s history,
“the normalisation of
war and genocide has
never been and will
never be acceptable to us
as a sovereign indepen-

guage. “Irish will not be spoken in a low

voice in the Aras. It will have first place as a
working language and it will be spoken (by
me) throughout the country, with hope,
poetically and musically. Of course, Irish
will be spoken authoritatively by me, and
without any hesitation, when it is necessary.

“Tir gan teanga, tir gan anam,” she said.

(“A land without a language is a land

dominant narrative did not reflect or repre-
sent people’s values and concerns.”

without a soul.”)
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High-visibility policing for Cork City

Liz Dunphy

Cork will be the next city
to implement increased
high-visibility policing, simi-
lar to the recent initiative in
Dublin.

Garda Commissioner
Justin Kelly said the Dublin
city centre high-visibility

policing initiative has been a
success.

He said that gardai are
considering where to expand
the programme within
Dublin, as well as deciding to
replicate it in other cities and
large towns.

“Cork City will be next,”
Mr Kelly told the Oireachtas

justice committee.

Efforts will also focus on
further suppressing rural
crime, he said.

A key measure includes
the appointment of Fermoy-
based Superintendent
Michael Corbett as Ireland’s
first rural crime lead.
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David Kent

The number of homes avail-
able to rent across the
country has more than
halved when compared to
pre-pandemic levels, as the
cost of renting continues to
surge.

The latest Daft.ie report
also forecasts that pressure
on the rental market will not
ease anytime soon.

While rents have risen
nationally by just over 4%
from this time last year, they
have spiked by 9.3% in Cork
city and 11.4% in Waterford.

The hikes have been ex-
acerbated by a fall in the
supply of properties and
rooms available to rent. The
average monthly rent for a
two-bedroom apartment na-
tionwide between June and
September was €2,080.

The figures come as the
Government unveils its new
housing plan, which is due to
be approved by Cabinet
today and published tomor-
row.

Senior government
sources have sought to play
down the plan in recent
weeks, saying that signifi-
cant elements have already
been announced by housing
minister James Browne.

This includes sweeping re-
forms to rent pressure zones,
changes to apartment guide-
lines, and a slashed Vat rate
on the sale of apartments, as
unveiled in Budget 2026.

On the day the Govern-
ment was formed, CSO data
showed there were just
30,330 houses built in 2024 —
far short of former housing
minister Darragh O’Brien’s
promise to deliver 40,000
homes last year.

In the third quarter of this
year in Cork City, the aver-
age rent for a two-bedroom

Homestorent
less than half
of pre-covid
supply levels

apartment stood at €1,982 per
month, while it was €1,511 in
Co Cork.

In Dublin, the price has
risen to over €2,500.

Across the country,
market rents are on average
now 33% above their pre-
covid levels and 67% above
their Celtic Tiger peak.

There are also rises for
those looking to rent rooms
in homes, with the average
rent for a double room in a
house standing at €788 in the
third quarter.

Room rents are now on
average 32% higher than the
pre-covid level and 74%
above their Celtic Tiger
peak.

Supply remains an issue
for renting both homes and
rooms.

On November 1, there was
atotal of 1,901 homes for rent
nationwide — down 21% on
the same date a year pre-
viously and 44% of the 2015-
2019 average.

Overall, availability is less
than half of the 2015-2019
average.

The report’s author, econ-
omist Ronan Lyons of Trin-
ity College Dublin, said there
are some positives to be
found in the figures, particu-
larly around inflation.

“Nationally, an inflation
rate of 4.3% in market rents
in September is close to the
average of 2024 and 2025,” he
said.

“While it’s a small win,
steady inflation below 5% is
— given recent increases —
an improvement.

“However, supply remains
tight, and indeed worsening,
with one quarter fewer
homes available to rent on
November 1 than a year be-
fore.

“Thus, upward pressure
on rents is likely to remain.”
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