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Hostile
state
threat
‘ever
present’

B Garda warning comes as ‘Agent
Cobalt’ controversy deepens

Cormac O’Keeffe
Security Correspondent

The threat to Ireland from
hostile states seeking in-
formation — including on
policies and political in-
formation of the State — “is
ever present”, the garda se-
curity service has warned.

The Garda Annual Secur-
ity Services Plan 2025 says
Ireland is facing an “increas-
ingly diverse range” of
threats — from terrorism, vi-
olent extremism, and sub-
version, as well as espionage
and sabotage.

The plan is the first stand-
alone garda document on the
internal security service,
with only brief statements
included in annual garda po-
licing plans up to now.

The warning on hostile
states targeting State pol-
icies and political in-
formation comes as the so-
called ‘Agent Cobalt’ contro-
versy deepened over the
weekend.

The Sunday Times stood
by its report last October
which stated that Irish mili-
tary and garda security ser-
vices were monitoring a
politician in the Oireachtas
who had been “recruited by
Russian intelligence as an
agent of influence”.

The security plan, drawn
up by the Garda Security &
Intelligence Service, said
this about the threat to Ire-
land from hostile state ac-
tors: “The threat from these
actors, intent on obtaining
information on intellectual
property, as well as policies
and political information of
the State, is ever present.”

Yesterday, The Sunday
Times said that, according to
security sources, the alleged
value of Agent Cobalt was
not to access classified ma-
terial but to “influence nar-
ratives, delay policymaking
processes, and sow con-
fusion” in political and se-
curity structures.

The Sunday Times article
follows reports in The Jour-
nal on Tuesday, which stated
there was “no Agent Cobalt”
and a garda investigation
had “exonerated” him. It
suggested the politician was
“sent confirmation” of this
in writing.

This prompted an unusual
move by Garda Head-
quarters, which issued a for-
mal statement on Tuesday
saying that there was an

“ongoing active criminal in-
vestigation” into this matter.
On Friday, The Journal
quoted details from what it
said was a document that
was drawn up following
meetings between the Garda
Special Detective Unit (SDU)
and legal representatives of
the politician in question.

It said the document “un-
equivocally states that the
politician has no case to
answer”.

The Irish Examiner under-
stands that the purported
“memorandum” was drafted
by legal representatives
using minutes taken at a
meeting and that it names
who was present, including
allegedly from the SDU.

The authenticity and accu-
racy of the document, and
whether or not the SDU
agreed to its contents, are is-
sues that are either not clear
or disputed, with develop-
ments in this area possible.

Security sources told the
Irish Examiner last week
that no letter was issued by
gardai clearing the politician
and that no garda investi-
gation would tell a suspect
they were formally in the
clear. They declined to com-
ment on minutes of a meet-
ing taken by third parties.

Separately, the security
services plan said Ireland
faces other threats. Refer-
ring to terrorist attacks in
Europe, it said: “The prolif-
eration of destructive ideol-
ogies poses a direct threat to
the values of democratic so-
ciety, corrupts vulnerable
citizens, threatens lives, and
endangers the freedoms and
norms that we have become
accustomed to in a secure so-
ciety. Ireland is not immune
to such a threat.”

The plan said the security
challenge posed by self-rad-
icalised “lone actors” as well
as connected groupings or
individuals displaying ex-
tremist and terrorist ideol-
ogies “present a potential
threat to the security of the
State and our people”.

The plan said gardai con-
tinue to maintain “vigi-
lance” in respect of violent
political extremism and re-
lated activity.

“Security & Intelligence is
cognisant that there is a rise
in violent political extrem-
ismin Ireland and across Eu-
rope,” it said, adding that it
works with foreign security
services on this matter.
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Despite wildfires from
east to west, Irish trips
to Mediterranean
countries continue to
soar. What will it take
to end our love affair
with the sun holiday?
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Weight loss reality TV
shows are sold to us as
health-related and
benign, promising to
‘transform’ lives, but
thetruthis theyare just
an excuse to gawp.
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Green machine

Ireland’s Eve Higgins makes a break against Japan at the Rughy World Cup at Franklin’s Gardens, Northampton, yesterday. SEE: Sport, Pages 2-3
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Munster rent inflation soars as supply falls 9%

Liz Dunphy

Munster saw the sharpest
rent inflation in Ireland
across the second quarter of
2025 as supply fell by 9%
from the previous year, with
just 300 properties to rent
across the province.
Limerick City again saw
the highest market rent
increases, up 14.9%, with
average monthly rents
reaching €2,422, according to
the latest rental report by
Daft.ie. Limerick City has
consistently seen high in-
flation in recent years.
Waterford City saw the
second-highest rate of rent
hikes, up 12.5% to €1,818.

Average market rents in
Cork City rose 11.8% — the
third highest percentage rise
— to €2,241 per month.

Availability of rental prop-
erties had dropped with
fewer than 300 homes avail-
able to rent in Munster on
August 1, down 9% on the
same date a year previously
and down over two-thirds on
the 2015-2019 average.

Overall, market rents rose
by an average of 1.6% in the
second quarter of 2025, the
Daft.ie report found.

This 18th consecutive
quarter of rising rents saw
average open-market rent
nationwide reach €2,055 per
month between April and

June. This was up from a low
of €765 in 2011 and 51%
higher than before the out-
break of covid.

Galway City also saw sig-
nificant rent inflation, up
8.5% to €2,295.

Dublin remained the most
expensive for average
monthly rents at €2,583, up
6.5%.Rents in Dublin had
been rising at a slower pace
than elsewhere, reflecting
the impact of both covid-19 in
reshaping location prefer-
ences and significant new
purpose-built supply coming
on stream, the report noted.

However, with the volume
of new supply slowing con-
siderably, inflation in the

Government accused of
urban road safety U-turn

Tadgh McNally
Political Reporter

The Government has been
accused of a U-turn on plans
to introduce across-the-
board 30 km/h speed limits
in urban areas.

The transport department
has confirmed the onus will
be on local councils to cut
speed limits, rather than
coming from Government.

Legislation passed last
year contained provisions
for sweeping changes to
urban speed limits, but the
department has since
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confirmed these will not be
enacted “at this time”.

It would have seen any 50
km/h speed limit reduced to
30 km/h, but instead will be
left to the discretion of local
authorities through a mech-
anism known as special
speed limit bylaws.

Green Party Cork city
councillor Oliver Moran ac-
cused Government of caving
on a commitment made by
the previous coalition.

“The legislated approach
was that the default urban
speed limit was to be 30 km/
h,” he said.” Local author-
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Local authorities will be responsible for lower speed limits in urban

ities could then look at indi-
vidual roads in an area and
make special speed limits
for roads they wanted to re-
main 50 km/h. That’s been
flipped on its head.”

Mr Moran argues that
there is effectively no
change, as local authorities
have always had powers to
reduce speeds on roads.

Roads minister Sean Can-
ney defended the change, re-
jecting assertions that the
Government had U-turned.

“There’s been no rollback
and I will be making sure
that we are doing everything
in our power to reduce the
speed limits. I think people
understand it as well,” Mr
Canney said.

Cork City Labour council-
lor Peter Horgan highlight-
ed concerns about driver be-
haviour, while calling for
speed limits to be lowered.

“Driver behaviour has
grown more angry and er-
ratic since the pandemic and
we must utilise all available
tools to mitigate dangerous
speeds of cars in our urban
communities with a pedes-

trian safety first approach,”
areas rather than central government. Mr Horgan said.
‘Harveyrobbed | Nuclear plant | Entertainment

of childhood’

More than 1,000 marched
through Dublin to call for
justice for Harvey Morrison
Sherratt, aged nine, who
died after dealing with long
delays for scoliosis surgery.
“It robbed him of his child-
hood and robbed us of the op-
portunity to make precious
family memories with him,”

said his mother, Gillian.
News: 4

‘hit by drones’

Russia has accused Ukraine
of launching drone attacks
that sparked a fire at a nu-
clear power plant in the
Kursk region overnight, as
Ukraine celebrated 34 years
since its independence.
However, while the attack
damaged a transformer,
radiation levels remained
within normal ranges.
World: 6

growth lags

The entertainment and
media industry in Ireland is
expected to rise to €7.5bn in
value by 2029, but growth
will lag global counterparts.
One sector expert said
competition and rising costs
were behind the slow growth
and urged businesses to
“think of the connected eco-

systems they operate in”.
Business: 15

capital — at 6.5% — is now
close to the average seen in
the rest of the country (7.3%).

There were almost 2,300
homes available to rent na-
tionwide on August 1. This is
down 15% on the same date a
year ago and the fourth con-
secutive quarter of falling
availability.

Outside the five major
cities, rents rose by an aver-
age of 6.2% over the last year.

Commenting on the re-
port, its author, Ronan
Lyons, professor in econ-
omics at Trinity College
Dublin, said: “The average
open-market rent nation-
wide — at a little over €2,000
a month — is twice the rent

seen at the Celtic Tiger peak
and 50% higher than the
level of rents that prevailed
just before the covid-19 pan-
demic hit. As has consist-
ently been the case over the
past 15 years, the substantial
increases in rents are being
driven by extreme scarcity of
rental housing, relative to
underlying need.

“Since the last report, the
Government has moved to
relax some of the strictest
aspects of Ireland’s rent con-
trols,” said Prof Lyons.

“While this is likely to help
boost investment in new ren-
tal supply, those changes
will not take effect until next
year.”

Pat Ryan:
Bust-up
stories are
garbage

John Fogarty
GAA correspondent

Pat Ryan, the former Cork
hurling manager, has la-
belled wildfire speculation of
a half-time Cork dressing
room bust up in the All-Ire-
land final as “absolutely
total garbage”.

The Sarsfields club man
stepped down as Cork man-
ager despite being offered a
new three-year term from
Cork GAA after a meeting
last Friday.

In an interview in today’s
Irish Examiner, he scoffed at
the “disgusting” stories that
spread rapidly in the wake of
their second-half collapse
against Tipperary at Croke
Park last month.

“The disgusting point is
that they were totally made-
up stories, and then individ-
ual names were attached to
it. Absolutely, under no cir-
cumstances did anything
like that ever happen in my
time with three years in-
volved with Cork.

“I’ve had absolutely no
run-in or argument with any
players. I've had plenty of
good discussions with our
leadership group. Plenty of
honest chats. [But] all those
things were absolutely total
garbage. Who goes in and
has a big bust-up with a six-
point lead?”

Ryan also confirmed that
the decision not to have a
Cork homecoming if they
lost the final had been taken
well in advance of the de-
cider and not, as has been
speculated, the morning
after the loss.

“It was agreed between the
county board and myself, not
the players, that if we win, of
course, you’ll have a home-
coming. If not, why would
you? Why would you subject
the public to coming down to
do it? But that decision was
made weeks and weeks prior
[to the final].”

Newtownshandrum’s Ben
O’Connor, Cork’s All-Ire-
land U20 winning manager
from 2023, is favoured to re-
place Ryan.
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Call us on 021 427 1351 to reserve yours

Auditone Hearing is a family owned, independent hearing specialist
providing the highest standard of hearing care to the local community.
We offer the best products & service to meet all your hearing health needs.

Auditone
Hearing

and Parade, Cork City, Ireland

Consulting Audiologist &t ws

FREE HEARING TEST

Get your hearing evaluated by the top people in their field! Hearing Aid Grants of €1,000
are available for PRSI contributors and their spouses (now including the self-employed).

Email: team@

Customised Hearing Protection
Hearing Tests - Microsuction Ear Wax Removal
Latest Hearing Aids - Customised Swim Moulds
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