
J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

TALIBAN-ruled Afghanistan’s 
acting foreign minister Amir 
Khan Muttaqi, who is on a six-
day visit to India, on Sunday is-
sued a stern warning to Paki-
stan from Indian soil that Kabul 
has “other options” if  Islama-

bad refuses di-
plomacy. His 
s t r o n g  r e -
marks come 
amid deadly 
border clashes 
and growing 
hostility be-
tween Afghan-
i s t a n  a n d 

Pakistan. 
“The people of  Pakistan, in 

the majority, are peace loving… 
We have no issues with civil-
ians,” Muttaqi said at a New 
Delhi press conference, adding 
“certain sections” in Pakistan 
are creating trouble. 

“Afghanistan will safeguard 
its national interest,” he said, 

adding Kabul had already re-
taliated to border violations. 
“We achieved our military ob-
jectives last night,” he said, be-
fore claiming he had heeded 
calls from Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar to pause escalation. 

Muttaqi’s warning follows at-
tacks along the Durand Line. 

The Taliban claimed to have 
killed 58 Pak soldiers and seized 
20 border posts in retaliatory 
strikes against Pakistan’s al-
leged territorial and airspace 
violations. 

Islamabad disputed the 
claim, acknowledging 23 deaths 
and asserting it had “neutral-

ised” 200 Taliban fighters in its 
counteroffensive. Pakistan’s In-
terior Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
denounced the Taliban’s ac-
tions as unprovoked violence 
against civilians, vowing retali-
ation “with a stone for every 
brick.” 

Border crossings have been 
shut. Closure of  the Torkham 
and Chaman points has strand-
ed trade caravans on both sides 
and deepened the humanitari-
an stress in landlocked 
Afghanistan. 

Muttaqi’s Delhi visit is being 
closely watched as a signal in 
the regional chess game. With-
out explicitly recognising the 
Taliban regime, India has up-
graded its technical mission in 
Kabul to a full embassy—a bold 
step that underscores New Del-
hi’s willingness to engage di-
rectly with Kabul’s new rulers. 
Against that backdrop, Mutta-
qi’s pointed remarks from a 
high profile Indian stage carry 
diplomatic weight.

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i ce  
@ Krishnagiri

Four men were killed in a 
multi-vehicle pileup along the 
Krishnagiri-Bengaluru Nation-
al Highway at Berandapalli in 
Krishnagiri district early on 
Sunday. Police said the accident 
was caused by a container lor-
ry braking suddenly, causing 
seven vehicles behind it to 

crash into each other.
The deceased, all engineers, 

have been identified as T Madan 
alias Madan Kumar (28) of  
Erode, K Gokul (28) of  Kanna-
kurichi in Salem, M Mukilan 
(30) of  Pachagoundanur in Sa-
lem and P Manivannan (27) of  
Pannapatti in Salem.

According to police, Madan, 
who was working at a tech firm 
in Canada, got married only 

five months ago and had arrived 
at the Bengaluru airport on Sat-
urday night to be home during 
Deepavali. Gokul, Mukilan and 
Manivannan had driven to the 
airport in a car to pick him up. 
Manivannan, who was driving, 
was to be married on October 
31, while Mukilan was awaiting 
results for the UPSC main exam 
— he had reached the interview 
stage twice before. � P7
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■ CHENNAI ■ MADURAI ■ VIJAYAWADA 
■ BENGALURU ■ KOCHI ■ HYDERABAD 
■ VISAKHAPATNAM ■ COIMBATORE
■ KOZHIKODE ■ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
■ BELAGAVI ■ BHUBANESWAR ■ SHIVAMOgGA 
■ MANGALURU ■ TIRUPATI ■ TIRUCHY
■ TIRUNELVELI ■ SAMBALPUR ■ HUBBALLI
■ DHARMAPURI ■ KOTTAYAM ■ KANNUR
■ VILLUPURAM ■ KOLLAM
■ TADEPALLIGUDEM ■ NAGAPATTINAM
■ THRISSUR ■ KALABURAGI

Two senior Customs 
officials shunted out

Wintrack bribe row

S i d d ha  r th   P r abha    k a r  
@ Chennai 

Ten days after private firm 
Wintrack levelled corruption 
allegations against Chennai 
Air Cargo Customs, the Central 
Board of  Indirect Taxes and 
Customs (CBIC) on Saturday 
transferred the agency’s com-
missioner and de puty 
commissioner.

Principal Commis-
sioner of  Chennai Air-
port Customs  MG 
Thamizh Valavan and 
deputy commissioner 
Harendra Singh Pal were 
transferred to the Director 
General of  Taxpayer Service 
(DGTS) and the Directorate 
General of  Performance Man-
agement (DGPM), respectively. 

CBIC sources said this was 
an administrative transfer to 
ensure a fair probe and did not 
indicate any wrongdoing. 
“The Central Board of  Indirect 
Taxes and Customs @cbic_in-

dia has received the factual en-
quiry report from the Depart-
ment of  Revenue. Based on the 
prima facie findings, a thor-
ough vigilance investigation is 
being initiated, which is pro-
posed to be completed in 4-6 
weeks,” CBIC wrote on X. 

The action came after Win-
track alleged corruption and 

harassment by Chennai Cus-
toms over clearing their 

cargo imported from 
China, which ignited an 
outpouring of  anger. 
Celebrities like Mohan-

das Pai, the Chairman 
of  Manipal Global Educa-

tion Services, and Member of  
Parliament Shashi Tharoor had 
joined the debate supporting 
the cause of  Wintrack.

Chennai Customs had then 
posted a clarification denying 
allegations of  bribery and said 
Wintrack’s consignment had 
been misdeclared, and it sub-
mitted wrong documentation, 
and false exemption.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi got a last-minute 
invite for the Gaza peace summit to be held in 

Egypt’s Sharm el-Sheikh on Monday

The summit, hosted by 
Egyptian President Abdel 

Fattah al-Sisi, will  discuss 
ways to bring lasting 

peace to Gaza and the 
wider West Asia. It  will  be 

co-chaired by Trump

Gaza summit: PM Modi 
gets invite, deputes MoS

Th e  Ce n t re  h as 
d e p u te d  M i n i ste r  o f 
Sta te  fo r  Exte r n a l 
Af fa i rs  K i r t i  Va rd h a n 
S i n g h  to  a tte n d
US  Pres i d e n t  D o n a ld 
Tr u m p  a n d  n ea r ly  2 0 
o t h e r  wo r ld  lea d e rs , 
i n c lu d i n g  U K  Pr i m e 
M i n i ste r  Ke i r  Sta r m e r, 
I ta l i a n  lea d e r  G i o rg i a 
M e lo n i  a n d  Fre n c h 
Pres i d e n t  E m m a n u e l 
M a c ro n , a re  ex p e c te d 
to  a tte n d

4 killed in 7-vehicle pileup on K’giri-B’luru NH

Police said the accident was caused by a 
container lorry braking suddenly along 
the Krishnagiri-Bengaluru NH | Express

DEVI
awards 

presented
by Justice V 

Ramasubramanian, 
chairperson of NHRC and 

former SC judge, in the 
presence of Prabhu 

Chawla, editorial director 
of TNIE Group, on Sunday 

in Hyderabad
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The 
National 

Democratic 
Alliance 

(NDA) on 
Sunday 

finalised its 
seat-sharing 

agreement 
for the 

upcoming 
Bihar 

assembly 
election

BJP and Janata Dal (United) will  each contest 101 seats in 
the 243-member  assembly, while Union Minister Chirag 
Paswan’s Lok Janshakti  Party will  contest on 29 seats

This is the first time 
since 2005 that 
BJP and JD(U) will 
contest an equal 
number of seats

The JD(U) is understood to have not 
insisted on a lion’s share this time in 
view of the party’s poor performance 
in 2020, when it  won only 43 seats , 
far less than the BJP’s 74 |  P10

Union Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi’s Hindustani 
Awam Morcha (HAM) and former Union 
Minister Upendra Kushwaha’s Rashtriya Lok 
Morcha (RLM) will contest six seats each

bjp, jd(U) to contest 101 seats each

From Delhi, Af minister issues stern 
warning to Pak over border clashes

‘Women journos excluded due to technical issue’
After widespread criticism over excluding female journalists from his 
first press meet in India, Muttaqi said it was not deliberate. “It was a 
short notice and the list was prepared with specific journalists. It 
was more of a technical issue and not intentional,” he said during a 
second press briefing in Delhi, which included female journalists

Amir Khan Muttaqi


