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Lawsuit: Teacher gave Plan B to student

JENENE GROVER
jenene.grover@nwi.com

A parent is suing Portage Township
Schools and others after a teacher allegedly
gave the parent’s child Plan B emergency
contraceptive in November 2025.

Keli Zohfeld filed the lawsuit in Ham-
mond federal court Thursday, naming
Portage Township Schools, Portage High
School and Jill Ramian, the teacher who
allegedly provided the Plan B, also known

asthe “morning-after pill,” as defendants.

The lawsuit alleges Ramian obtained
and distributed the Plan B to Zohfeld’s
daughter, who was a juvenile and student
at Portage High School, without Zohfeld’s
knowledge or consent.

“Defendant Ramian took it upon herself
to act as a clandestine medical interme-
diary, providing a pharmacological agent
with known hormonal side effects and
medical risks to a minor student outside of

any legitimate medical or nursing frame-
work,” the lawsuit states.

When asked about the lawsuit, Melissa
Deavers, the Portage Township Schools
director of communications, said the dis-
trict is unable to comment on personnel
matters.

District attorney Ken Elwood said early
Friday Ramian no longer works for Portage
Township Schools.

Other defendants and their attorneys were

not immediately available for comment.

The lawsuit alleges administrators at the
school were aware of Ramian’s conduct
and took no action.

Portage Township Schools and Portage
High School “failed to properly supervise
and monitor Defendant Ramian, a staff
member who demonstrated a propen-
sity for crossing professional and medical

Please see LAWSUIT, Page A4

JOHN J. WATKINS, THE TIMES

Congressman Frank Mrvan looks on with others as Kelly Powers Baria and Steve Mays cut the ribbon for the new Wingtip Aviation hangar

at the Gary/Chicago International Airport.

GARY TAKING FLIGHT

Airport debuts new $12 million hangar

BEN LAUREN
benjamin.lauren@nwi.com

A $12 million hangar that could
transform Gary/Chicago Inter-
national Airport opened Friday
morning.

The 47,000 square foot hangar
will house charter and private jets
for Valparaiso-based Wingtip Avi-
ation. It is expected to transform
the airport into a regional hub for

businesses and affluent travelers as
well as provide new jobs to locals.

The hangar, which has been
under construction since 2024,
debuted at a ribbon cutting cere-
mony where representatives from
Wingtip, the airport and the local
and federal government christened
the development with the launch of
one of Wingtips new jets.

Wingtip sees this move as a

pathway to expansion. The new
hangar allows them to add new
personnel in their offices and on
the runway, according to Director
of Client Services Robert Herb.

“Tt takes a big team to operate,’
Herb said. “Creating jobs in that
way once we grow our fleet is going
to be key”

Please see AIRPORT, Page A4

$4 per gallon
gasoline
could soon
return to NWI

DAN CARDEN
dan.carden@nwi.com, 219-933-3357

The price of gasoline in Indiana will
increase by at least 59 cents per gallon
in less than three weeks unless Gov.
Mike Braun convenes a special session
of the General Assembly to continue the
suspension of the state’s gas taxes.

State law sets a 120-day limit on
the governor’s ability to unilaterally
address a statewide energy emer-
gency unless the Legislature explicitly
authorizes the governor to continue the
emergency for an additional period.

In this case, Braun initially declared a
statewide energy emergency April 8 to
try toreduce prices at the pump by sus-
pending the collection of Indiana’s 7%
sales tax on gasoline purchases amid
the ongoing economic uncertainty
unleashed by the war on Iran launched
Feb. 28 by the United States and Israel.

The Republican governor subse-
quently renewed his emergency decla-
ration through Aug. 6 in tandem with
the suspension of Indiana’s 37 cents per
gallon excise tax on gasoline — drop-
ping the price of gas in Indiana signifi-
cantly compared to neighboring states.

Motorists who suspect a gas station
has failed toreduce its prices to account
for the suspended gas taxes, or is oth-
erwise engaged in gas price gouging,
should file a complaint with the Indiana
attorney general online at in.gov/attor-
neygeneral, or by calling 800-382-5516.

Braun has yet to say whether he will
seek to extend the gasoline price break
for Hoosier motorists by reconvening
the Republican-controlled General
Assembly — which ended its regular
session Feb. 27 — and asking state law-
makers to either authorize the energy
emergency to continue or to outright
suspend or reduce Indiana’s gasoline
taxes until some future date.

If Braun does not call a special legis-
lative session, data released Friday by
the Indiana Department of Revenue
show that resuming the collection of
Indiana’s gasoline taxes on Aug. 7 will
add 58.9 cents to the price of every gal-
lon of gasoline sold in Indiana.

Please see GAS, Page A4

State trooper released from hospital as he recovers from shooting

BEN LAUREN
benjamin.lauren@nwi.com

Indiana State Police Sgt. Justin
Heflinreturned home Friday after
aweek in the hospital recovering
from multiple gunshot wounds
suffered in a July 10 shootout in
LaPorte County.

He has spent the last week
recovering after receiving surgery

at Memorial Hospital in South
Bend.

“After a week of strength,
determination, and support from
friends, family, and the commu-
nity, today marks a huge step
forward,” The ISP Lowell Branch
wrote in a Facebook post. “Sgt.
Heflin is grateful for the excep-
tional care he received and for

everyone who has kept him in
their thoughts”

OnJuly 10, Heflin was tracking
Kevin Meyers, who was driving
a stolen pickup truck. Meyers
rammed Heflin with the truck
before the two exchanged gun-
fire, ISP spokesman Glen Fifield
said.

After the shooting, Meyers fled

toawooded area near the Town of
Westville about five miles south
of where the shooting took place.
A manhunt ensued with roughly
100 officers from agencies across
the Region taking part.

Meyers fired additional shots
toward officers, but no one was
hit. Roughly two hours later,
police found Meyers dead.

With Heflin home, ISP thanked
everyone who has stood by him
while he was in the hospital.

“While the road to full recovery
continues, being home is a mile-
stone he’s been looking forward
to and one he doesn’t take for
granted,” they said on Facebook.
“Your support means more than

GET THE

FULL BENEFITS

OF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION!

Activate your digital account to get updated stories,
videos, and hundreds of additional puzzles and comics.
Visit nwi.com/activate and download our app for the

E-edition and breaking news on the go!

Weather

High: 91 Low: 62
Forecast: A4

Humid; stray p.m. t-storm

Inside

Business A7 Sports

s
=

Nation/World A8  Entertainment

you know.”’
|-||| |-|1‘I | louﬂ

8134

c8

& o

Advice B2  Comics/Puzzles

D3

$4 « T-S + Vol. 117, No. 349 (USPS 629-960) and Vol. 115, No. 309 (629-960). « Lee Enterprises, Incorporated — Majority shareholder, David Hoffmann, Hoffmann Media Group « Copyright 2026  Follow us online: n/nwitimes /nwi



		2026-07-17T18:43:54-0500
	Preflight Ticket Signature




