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The back of Battista’s Artisan Piz-
zeria mobile pizza oven is plas-
tered with gra�  ti, highlighted by 

the proud a�  rmation: 
“Located in the heart of 
Crown Point (don’t be a) 
square.”

Inside, the oven is 700 
degrees, but the massive 
wood-fi red oven is so well 
insulated that you can put 
your hand on it and you 
wouldn’t know that pizza 
and roasted green peppers 

were inside. 
Joe Gaal’s pizza is bubbles within 

bubbles. The 
sourdough 
crust rises 
and falls like a 
tiny mountain 
range, with a nice char here and there. 
Gaal boasts that his sourdough base is 
easy on the stomach, but honestly, who 
cares? What matters is that it’s delicious.

“Bread, fl our, yeast, water, salt,” Gaal 
said. “It’s my therapy.”

He can rattle o�  half a dozen old-time 
pizza joints on Chicago’s Southeast side 
— Bob and Jacks, Pasquale’s, Palermo’s, 

Pizza, pasta, making 
people happy

JOHN J. WATKINS, THE TIMES 

Chef of Steel Joe Gaal displays his Vespa submarine sandwich at Battista’s Market Deli in 
Cedar Lake.

MICHAEL HOWIE
michael.howie@nwi.com, 219-319-7682 

HIGHLAND — Rain poured over 
Highland on Saturday as hundreds 
crowded the corner of Ridge Road and 
Indianapolis Boulevard, their chants 
and signs rising above the blare of car 
horns in protest of what they called 
the “tyrannical” direction of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s administration.

The Highland protest was one of 
several taking place across the Re-
gion on Saturday, including demon-
strations in Crown Point, Valparaiso, 
Gary, Michigan City and others. Or-
ganizers estimated 2,500 pro-de-
mocracy No Kings rallies took place 
nationwide. 

Indivisible NWI, an activist group 
founded after Trump’s first presiden-
tial election victory in 2016, organized 
Saturday’s protest in Highland. 

“There are millions across the 
world who wake up each day under 
the shadow of oppression,” said Kim 
Eldridge, president of Indivisible NWI. 
“We are feeling that here, right now, in 
the United States. Our voices are be-
ing silenced, our choices are becoming 
limited and the dreams of many in our 
country are being denied.”

JOHN J. WATKINS, THE TIMES 

Hundreds lined the intersection of Ridge Road and Indianapolis Boulevard in Highland for Saturday’s “No Kings” protest.

‘NO HATE, NO FEAR’

Pizza, pasta, making 

Please see NO KINGS, Page A6

AARON 
DORMAN

Please see CHEF OF STEEL, Page A4

Highland protest joins thousands nationwide in ‘No Kings’ movement

10
LUCKYWINNERS!

simplyuseyourrewardsaccounttoenter
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SIMPLY USE YOUR REWARDS ACCOUNT TO ENTER
Complete details and rules at strackandvantil.com/giveaway

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN

Enter For A Chance To WinA
STRACK &VAN TILSTRACK &VAN TIL

GIFT CARDGIFT CARD

Rewards Members Exclusive

Scan With
Phone Camera

Joinourrewardsprogramtoday

Spend $400 between October 15 &November 18
to receive a digital coupon in your rewards account for a FREE frozen Honeysuckle Turkey (10-14 lbs.)*

EarnaFree
Thanksgivingturkey

Track your performance in your rewards account. Coupon redeemable starting November 19th.
Limit two offers per account (with $800 spend). *Purchases of alcohol, tobacco, gift cards or lottery tickets excluded.
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